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Phu Tua va Cam Ta

Viét Triet Lugn Tép 1a nhitng suy tu vé tri€t hoc néi
chung, va vé& Viét tri€t cdch riéng, ma ching t6i do ddm
vao gn hai thap nién qua. Vigt Triét Lugn Tdp (Thuong
tdp) gom nhiéu bai dugc viét, phan do 15i yéu cAu cita sinh
vién, phan do su ¢ v6 clia mot s6 hoc gid va nhitng nha tri
thic tha thi€t véi tv tudng nude nha tai hii ngoai. Chi gin
day, do su doi héi cla doc gid, ching t6i viét lai va hoan
thanh trong nhitng dip thuyét trinh d6 day. Luan vin “Kha
Thé Mot Nén Viét Triét” c6 dong va phdt tri€n thém tir
bén thuy€t trinh “Viét Tri€t Kha Khit Kha Tang” tirng vist
theo 161 mdi cla nhan sy Vuong Ky Son, va trinh bay vao
mua he 1993 truc mt nhém van s§, hoc gla va ky gia tai
New Orleans. “Nhan Chi chi Pao” gin nhu hoin toan
viét lai tir hai tiéu luan thuy€t trinh tai Pai Hoc Varsovia,
va Pai Hoc Lublin, thing 8 nam 1993 dip tdc gia dugc
Polish Academy of World Universalism (Ba Lan) bau lam
Vién sy.” “Phan Tu vé nhitng Chiéu Huéng Triét Hoc Hién
Pai” va “Ban Thé va Pic Tinh Viét Triét” stta lai ti¥ tai
liéu gidng hudn tai Pai Hoc He 1996 tai Thuy S¥, cho cédc
sinh vién Viét tai Au chau.? Ludn dé “Chi¥ Ménh trong

! Bai ndy timg xudt ban trong Viér Nam Pé Ngit Thién K, do Vudng
Ky Son chi bién (New Orleans: Trung TAm Vin Héa Viét Nam, 1995).
> Nguyén ngit “The Anthropocentric Element in Confucius’ Political
Philosophy” va “The Social Philosophy of John-Paul I1.” Bai thit hai in
trong Dialectics, tip 5, s6 4 (Varsovia, 1994). Bin Viét ngit trong Pinh
Huong, s6 3 (Reichstett, 1994).

* Xudt ban trong Viemamologica, s6 2 (Toronto, 1997).
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Truyén Kiéu - TAm Pao” trinh bay trudc cong dong Viét
kiéu tai Pitc qudc vao mda thu ndm 1996 tai Frankfurt.”
Ngoai ra tuyén ngdén “Viét Nam Vin Héa chi bao” viét lai
tir ban du thdo Viét hoc d€ trinh cho Uy Ban Nghién Citu
Viét Tri€t vao nim 1992.5 Trong khi Viét Triét Ludn Tap,
Ha Tap gdm cdc bdn thuy€t trinh tai Viét Nam, cling nhu
tai cdc hoi nghi quéc t€ gan ddy. “Ban Chdt Y HE ciia Viét
Nho” phat bidu tai Pai Hoc Khoa Hoc X4 Ho6i Nhan Vin
(1998);6 “Hién Pai Hoéa va Gid Tri Truyén Thong” tirng
béo cdo tai Vién Triét Hoc Ha Noi (1998); trong khi tiéu
* luan “Phan Tinh vé& Vai Trd Y Hé trong nén Gido Duc Viét
Nam” phdt bi€u trong cudc hoi thdo tai Boston College
(1998);8 Ngoai ra, “Khéng Hoc tai Viét Nam” trinh bay tai

* Vietnamologica, s6 4 (Toronto, 1998).

5 Pinh Hudng s6 5 (Reichstett, 1995).

® Nguyén ngit “The Ideological Essence of Viet-Nho.” Phat biéu trong
hoi nghi “The Role of Confucianism in Vietnam Today” do Pai Hoc
Khoa Hoc Xa Héi va Nhan Vin va Pai Hoc Harvard dong 5 chiic (11.
1998). Ban Viét ngit do Nguyén Qudc Vinh dich, in trong Tdp San
Khoa Hoc Xa Hoi va Nhdn Vin, s6 8 (Sai Gon, 1999).

" Vi€t lai tir bdn Anh ngit “The Dialectic of Tradition and Modernity”
(The 19™ World Congress of Philosophy, Moscow 1993). Xuat bdn
trong Philosophical Review, s6 17 (1994).

8 Trong cudc hdi thdo “Education of Human Resources for Viet Nam,”
t6 chitc dip Pai Hoi Triét Hoc Hoan Vi Idn 20 tai Boston (8. 1998). Bai
ndy tém lai tf mot s ludn vin ma ching toi tiing phét biéu tai nhi€u
hoi nghi quéc t&€ va ting xudt bdn: “Reflection on the Nature of
Ideology,” trong The Asian Journal of Philosophy (Winter 1991);
“Deception in Ideological Education,” trong Review of Philosophy of
Education, Monash University (Australia, 1991) cling nhu trong
Proceedings of The International Conference on Asian and North
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Ho6i nghi qudc t&€ vé Tri€t hoc Trung Quéc (Pai Bic,
1999);9 “Kim Pinh va Viét Tri€t” nguyén 12 bai thuyét
trinh dip tudng niém Gido su Kim Pinh tai Houston
(1999);10 “Sinh Tt trong Khdng Hoc” von 1a i liéu gidng
hudn tai hai khéa hoc cia Vién Triét Hoc va Ton Gido
Viét Nam tai Washington D. C. va Orange County
(1999).!! Pac bist, bai “Sy Khing Hodng Pao Piic trong
Tién Trinh Hién Pai Héa,” c6 dong tit nhitng thuyét trinh
tai Th€ Van Hoi Han Thanh (1988), Han Lam Vién Dai
Han (1990), va Pai Hoc Harvard (1995), va hoan tat cho
cudc hoi thio qudc t& tai Pai Hoc Qudc Gia Sai Gon véi

twa d€ “An Anatomy of the Crisis of Morals in the Process

of Modernization - The Case of a Confucian Society.”12

African Study (Toronto: Mellin Press, 1992). Céc luidn vin trén dudc tdi
ban trong tip khdo citu clia ching t6i: TrAn Vin Doan, The Poverty of
Ideological Education (Taipei: The Ministry of Education, 1993 va
Washingion D. C.: The Council for Reserach in Values and Philosophy,
1999).

° Nguyén ngit “Confucianism in Vietnam,” trong The Encyclopedia of
Chinese Philosophy. Antonio Cua chb. (New York: New York
University Press, 2000). )

19 Ph4t biéu dip L& Tudng Niém Kim Pinh 1in tht hai. Nguyén ngir:
“Kim Dinh’s Search for a Viet-Philosophy,” trong Phan Pinh Cho &
Tran Vin Doan, ed., Kim Dinh, Life and Philosophy (Washington D.C.:
The University Press of Vietnam, duong stfa soan in).

1T lidu ctia Vién Triét Hoc va Ton Gido Viét Nam, in trong Tdp San
Nghién Ciu Van Hoc, Triét Hoc va Thdn Hoc Viét Nam (Washington
D. C., 2000).

2 Trin Vin Poan, “The Crisis of Morals and The Problem of Re-
definition of Values,” trong: The World Conference of Intellectuals
Seoul Olympic 1988, vol. 3: The Crisis of Traditional Values and A
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Sau nhiéu chuyé&n du thuyét vao nhitng nim gin day tai
Vién Triét Hoc Ha Noi, Pai Hoc Quoc Gia Viét Nam (Sai
Gon), va nhi€u nudc trén th€ gidi, ching toi cang cam thay
su cAp bach cla cong viéc hung tri€t tai qué nha ciing nhu
hdi ngoai. Chinh vi viy, tdc gia quy€t dinh cho in nhitng
bai thuy&t trinh tai cdc Pai hoc, Han 1am vién, va Hoi nghi
qudc t& dudi twa dé Viér Triét Ludn Tdp (Thugng tap va Ha
tdp). Muc dich clia hai tip sdch nhd nay rdt khiém tdn.
Ngudi viét xin dugc gép hoi siic véi cdc bac thic gia thdi
phdng 1én tan Ita vin héa din toc duong ngudi lanh, dé c6
v6 th& hé thanh thi€u nién huéng vé ngudn, xiy dung vi
phat trién tv tudng Viét. Pdng thdi, nhitng suy tu thd thién
nay ciing ao udc dudc lam moét vién gach 16t dudng cho
nhitng ngudi di sau ti€p tuc ti€n 1én. Chinh vi vy ma Viér
Triét Ludn Tdp dic biét nhdm t6i cdc hoc vién tai Vién
Nghién Citu Tri€t Hoc va Ton Gido (Hoa K¥), Pai Hoc He
(Thuy S¥), cling nhu tai hai Pai Hoc Quéc Gia Viét Nam
(Ha No6i va Sai Gon) cling nhu gidi tri thdc thanh nién
ngudi Viét tai hdi ngoai. Tdc gid y thic duge ring Viér
Triét Ludn Tdp chi 1a nhitng suy tu vun vit chif chua phéi
12 mo6t hé thong khoa hoc vé Viét triét. D€ c6 thé canh

Possible Redefinition of Morals (Seoul: Olympic Committee, 1998);
Trin Vin Poan, “Confucianism: Revival or Survival,” trong The
Proceedings of the Academy of Korean Studies, 1ip 6 (Seoul: Academy
of Korean Study, 1991); Trin Vin Poan, “An Anatomy of the Moral
Crisis” (Harvard University, 08.1995 va Pai Hoc Qudc Gia Viét Nam,
01. 2000); Ciing nhu: Tran Vin Poan, “Nho gia Tu tudng - Phuc hung
hoic Sinh tdn?” trong Trung Hoa Thu Cuc Tit Thdp Nién Ky Niém (Bic
Kinh: Trung Hoa Thu Cuc, 1993). (Hoa ngi).

Viét Triét Ludn Tdap 1
Qud Trinh Viét Triét



Trin Vin Poan : 7

tranh vdi nhitng nén tri€t hoc 6 s cia TAy phuong, Trung
Hoa va An D9, chiing ta cin phdi nd luc rat nhiéu.

Nghién cifu Viét tri€t khong phai 1 lanh vuc chuyén
mon clia tdc gid. Phai thu thit ring, hau nhu gin nhu sudt
cd moi thdi gid ching td6i di d6 hét tAim huyét vao cong
viéc hoc hdi tri€t hoc va khoa hoc T4y phuong, nén khéng
con may chiit gidy phit danh cho Viét tri€t. Tdc gid thAm
hi€u dugc sy han hep ciia minh, nhat 12 & trong tinh trang
tif ¢ vo than, thi€u tai liéu Viét hoc, véi mot kién thie
han hep vé€ chit ném, khong c6 co hdi st dung trau ddi Viét
ngit vi chi cé thé duva vio mdt s6 it tai liéu nghéo nan, cii
k§ ma c6 1& con vudng vao nhi€u sai ldim vé phuong dién
st hoc va ngit hoc. Noi day ciing cAn phdi minh xdc 13
chiing t6i chua hé md bat cit mot khéa hoc nio vé Viét
tri€t tai cdc gidng dudng qudc t&€ hay qudc ndi, trir hai bai
gidng duy nhit cho Pai Hoc Hé vio nim 1996 va 1997 tai
Thuy S¥, va gan diy tai Vién Tri€t Hoc va Tén Gido Viét
Nam (Washington D.C. va Orange County). N6i nhu th& dé
doc gid théng cdm cho su mao hi€ém cla Viér Triét Ludn
Tép. Mic du y thic duge khi€m khuyét, song vi nhin thdy
s8 lugng qua khiém t6n v& Viét wiét,”® va tham cim duge

" Theo ching tdi biét, hién chi c6 Vién Triét Hoc Ha Noi thude Trung
Tam Khoa Hoc X3 Hoi Viét Nam ¢6 mot phong nghién cttu vé trigt
hoc Viét gdm quing 5 nghién ctfu vién do Gido sw Nguyén Tai Thu
chd nhiém. Tai hdi ngoai, mot s6 nhin s§ nhiét huy&t, nha't 13 mén sinh
cia Gido su Kim Pinh ciing dang ti€n hanh. Hiép hoi An Viét da in cic
tdc phdm, va phdt huy tri€t thuy&t clia Kim Pinh. Ciing phdi n6i thém
vé mot vai nha tri thitc chung quanh T4p san Triét Hoc tai San Jose,
California. Vao nim 1987, chiing t6i thanh 14p Uy Ban Nghién Cutu
Viét Triét véi Gido sv Kim Dinh, Tién s§ Vii Binh Trdc, Gido su Vi
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st khan thi€t doi budc sy dan thin cia ké s§, tdc gid mao
hi€m lam cong viéc ‘doi da’ gop stc vdi gidi sy phu xay
con dudng dinh ménh din toc. Do d6, sai 1Am 1a 1& t4t
nhién khong thé tranh. Chiing t6i thanh tAm hoc hdi va udc
mong dudc cdc bac cao minh chi gido. Nhu gido su Karl
Popper, mot tri€t gia 15i lac ngudi Ao, tirng néi, chi ¢6 ki€n
thic khi nao ching ta bi€t hoc hdi tir nhitng thi€u st sai
lac,"* chiing t6i xdc quy€t ring Viét tri€t chi c6 tuong lai
néu ching ta bi€t sa nhitng 16i 1Am ctia nhau. Trong tinh
thdn nay, ching t6i phé binh hoc hdi tr twdng clia cdc bic
tién nhan. Ciing trong tinh than nay, ching t6i wéc mong
dudc quy thifc gia phé binh. Nhu ddc gid nhan ra, phén tinh
tit nhitng phdn dng clia nhiéu hoc gid, ching t6i di sta
chita mot s6 16i 1dm vé sk hoc, vin hoc, cling nhu ram
khong dp dung 161 Viét héa cdc danh t riéng, titng vaAp
pham hay ¢6 ¥ st dung trong cdc ludn vin trudc. Chiing toi
van ti€p tuc chd dgi nhitng phé binh déng gép quy bau cia
doc gia hiu c6 thé cdi ti€n Vigr Triét Ludn Tdp trong tudng
lai.

Noi day, ching t6i xin thanh that tri &n quy nhén sy,
bing hitu va cdc vi thién tdm da ¢ v& gidp hoan thanh

Kim Chinh (Pai Hoc Phu Nhin, Trung Hoa Dan Qudc), Gido su Trin
Vin Toan (Pai Hoc Lilles), va Trin Vin Poan (Pai Hoc Quéc Gia Dai
Loan). Ri€ng Gido su Toan, tuy lién lac, nhung chua cdng tic chung.
Nam 1998, cung véi Gido su Phan Binh Cho, chdng t6i thanh 1ap Vién
Nghién Cuu Triet Hoc va Tén Gido Viét Nam (The Vietnamese
Institute of Philosophy and Religion) tai Hoa Ky.

" Karl Popper, Conjectures and Refutations - The Growth of Scientific
Knowledge (London, 1963). Lai Tuwa 1, tr. vii: “We can learn from our
mistakes.”

Viet Triét Ludn Tdp 1
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Viét Triét Ludn Tép. Trudc hét xin chan thinh cim on Tién
s§ hau tuyé€n Nguyé&n Qudc Vinh (Gidng sw, Pai Hoc Khoa
Hoc Xa Hoi Nhan Vin) di dich va stta mot sd 13i trong
phin chd thich bai “Bdn Chit Y Hé trong Viét Nho.”
Ching t6i xin da ta hoc gia dong nghiép di c6 nhd § mdi
ching t6i thuy&t trinh va do d6 tao co hoi d€ chiing t6i vi&t
bai: Gido su Phan Pinh Cho (Gido su Gidng toa Warren-
Blanding, The Catholic University of America), Gido su
Januz Kuczinsky (Khoa Trudng Tri€t Khoa, Pai Hoc
Varsovia), Gido su Stanislow Kowalczyck (Vién Trudng
bai Hoc Lublin), Nhan s§ Vuong Ky Son (Gidm P6c Trung
Tam Vin Hoéa Viét Nam tai New Orleans), Nhin s§
Nguyén Piang Tric (Piéu Hop Vién Pai Hoc He), Ti€n s§
Nguyén Quang Pi€n (Hiéu Trudng Pai Hoc Khoa Hoc Xa
Hoi Nhan Vin), Gido su Nguyén Trong Chuin (Vién
Trudng Vién Tri€t Hoc Ha Nbi), Gido su Vincent Shen
(ThAm Thanh Tung) (Chd tich Hoi Triét Hoc Trung Hoa
Qudc T€), Gido su Julia Ching (TAn Gia Nghia) (Pai Hoc
Toronto, Chu tich ICANAS 32), Gido su Jakoob Hintikka
va Gido su Robert Nevilles (Pai Hoc Boston, Péng Chi
Tich Pai Hoi Tri€t Hoc Hoan Vi 20), Nhian s§ Nguyén
Duy Quang (Chi Tich H6i An Viét Houston), Nhin s§
Pham Vin Yén (Phong Trao Gido Dan Pic Quéc), Ti€n s§
Kang Won-Yong (Trudng ban t6 chifc Hoi nghi ciia Thé
Vén Ho1 Hdan Thanh, WACSO 1988), Gido su Chung Hae-
chang (Han Lam Vién DPai Han), Gido su Tu Wei-ming
(B6 Duy Minh) (Gidm d&c Yenching Institute tai Pai Hoc
Harvard). Téc gid cling xin cdm ta Gido su Bui Thanh Quat
(Khoa trudng Triét khoa, Pai Hoc Qudc Gia Ha Noi), Ti€n
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s§ Vi Tinh (Khoa trudng Tri€t khoa, Pai Hoc Qudc Gia
Sai Gon) va Tién sy Nguyén Hitu Nghia (Vién trudng
Trung Tam Khoa Hoc X& Hoi Tph Ho Chi Minh) c6 nha y
mdi ching toi v& gidng day, thuyét trinh tai hai Pai Hoc
Qudc Gia Ha Nbi va Sai Gon, hodc tham du mot s chuong
trinh nghién citu cia Trung TAm Khoa Hoc. Nha y cda ho
12 dong luc khi€n ching t6i 8 ging hoan thanh Viét Triét
Ludn Tgp trong mot thdi gian twong ddi ngdn, ngudc véi
théi quen khong thich xuét bdn clia minh.

Sau ciing, tic gia ctia Viét Triét Lugn Tdp hét long tri an
quy 4n su tai mAu hiéu Simon Hoa Da Lat, da vun trdng
tam hdn 4i qudc, tinh thdn nhan ban, khd ning suy tu phé
pham, va didc tinh phyc vu trong mdi ngudi hoc sinh. Tuy
ring nhitng dic tinh trén thuc 1a nhitng 1y twdng xa voi va
khé dat, 15i gido huén clia quy an su van s6i dong trong
con tim, trong tri 6c, thic duc tdc gid di vao con dudng
phuc vu t6 qudc va nhén loai. Trong tdm tinh nay, Viét
Triét Lugn Tap dic biét kinh dang 1&n hién miu, c¢6 Linh
muc dudng phu Ngb Pic Cudng, va ¢6 Gidm muc Simon
Hoa Nguy&n Van Hién, mot nha chan tu thong thdi day
1ong 4i qudc. Khong c6 long tin tim day dd va yéu thuong
ctia hién mAu, khong c6 su gitp d8 va cham séc clia dudng
phu, khong c6 tinh théng cdm va 15i khich 1€ clia cd Gidm
muc, chic hin ching t6i khé c6 thé ti€p tuc con dudng vin
héa chéng gai hi€n nay.

Thuy Son Tran Van Poan

Kiéu Ngan Hoc Vién (Sankt Georgen), Pai hoc Frankfurt,
05. 1997 (s6 thdo). S¢ Nghién Ciiu Triét Hoc, Dai hoc Qudc
Gia Pai Loan, 05. 2000.
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CHUONG I
PHAN DAN NHAP
QUA TRINH CUA VIET TRIET

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp bao gom nhitng bai thuyét trinh lién
quan tdi triét hoc cdch chung, va Viét tri€t cdch riéng.
Trong hai tip nay, chiing t0i sita chita vi€t lai cdc bai da
timg phdt biéu trong nhiéu tip san nhu Dialectics,
Philosophical Review, Vietnamologica, Dinh Hudng, The
Asian Journal of Philosophy, Philosophy and the Future of
Humanity, Tdp san Khoa hoc Xa hoi, va trong Proceedings
ctia nhiéu Hoi nghi Quéc t&. Viét Triét Ludn Tap, Thugng
Tap gdm cdc ti€u ludn, hay ludn dé&. Trong tit cd cic ti€u
ludn trén, trir bai “Viét Nam Vin Héa chi Pao” c6 tinh
chét tuyén ngdn kéu goi, ndi dung cia chiing déu tap trung
vio nhitng dé tai chuyén biét nhu dao din chd trong tw
tudng d6ng phuong, twong lai cia Viét tri€t, dic tinh cla
Viét nho, Pao ditc hoc Podng phuong. Trong Viér Triét
Ludn Tdp, Ha Tép, ching to6i dic biét chu trong tdi Viét
Nho, bdi vi Viét Nho 13 budc khdi ddu cla ti€n trinh bi€n
héa cla Viét triét. Th€ nén, hiu hét cdc luan vin tip trung
vio su bién héa clia Nho gido, tr Hén nho, Téng nho, Minh
nho t6i Viét nho, va tir Viét nho cho tdi Viét triét. Bai
“Quan Niém Sinh Tt trong Khong Hoc” tirng in trong Thoi
Piém cta Vién Tri€t Hoc va Toén Gido Viét Nam. Luin
vin “Ban Chit Y Hé trong Viét Nho” sira lai tit bai “Tinh

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
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Hoa Y Thic Hé cia Viét Nho” in trong Tdp San Khoa Hoc
Xa Héi ctia Pai Hoc Qudc Gia Viét Nam, Sai Gon; trong
khi cdc tiu luan “Khdng Hoc tai Viét Nam,” “Kim Dinh
va Viét Tri€t,” “Sy Khiing Hodng Pao DPic trong Tién
Trinh Hién Pai Héa,” von phat biéu biing Anh ngit, tit ci
déu dudc chuyén qua Viét ngfr.

Chiing t61 tranh khong tham luin cdc nén tu tudng khdc
nhu Phit gido, Pao gido, Pao dian gian (tip tuc cing béi
T& Tién), hay c6 tinh cdch din gian (hai dao Cao Pai va
Hoa Héo, dao 6ng Dura) trong Viét Triét Ludn Tdp. Khong
giam ban dén bdi 1€ rat don gidn: ching t6i khong chuyén
vé nhitng nén tu twdng trén. Tuy vy, d€ trdanh ngd nhin,
chiing t6i xin dugc khing dinh noi day 13, tit cd cdc nén tu
tudng trén déu 1a nhitng bd phan, hay dit liéu gép phin
gitip Viét tri€t phat trién cling nhu tinh hoa héa.

Trong phin din nhip nay, d€ doc gid d€ dang nhan ra
quan di€ém clia ngudi vi€t, ching t6i xin dugc phép trinh
bay mét cdch dai cuong cac diém sau: (1) tinh trang Viét
tri€t vao thé ky thit 20; (2) nhitng ngd nhan vé tri€t hoc néi
chung, va vé Viét tri€t cdch riéng; (3) bdn chit va cong
ning cla Viét triét; va (4) tuong lai Viét triét.

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Qud Trinh Viét Triét
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1. TiNH TRANG VIET TRIET VAO THE KY THU 20

D31 véi da s6 gidi tri thite Viét, Viét tri€t 1a mot danh tir
xa la, c¢6 tinh chdt hoang dudng cla di si. P81 véi cac cyu
nho gia, Viét tri€t ching 1a gi khdc hon 1a chinh Nho gido.
Va d6i véi nhitng hoc gia bi 4nh hudng ciia Phat gido, Pao
gido, Viét tri€t chi 12 mot phin cla nhitng dao gido nay.
N6i cdch chung, Viét tri€t thudng bi gidn lugc héa thanh
mdt dic tinh cia Tam gido, hay bi dong héa véi nhitng
quan niém huyén bi trong din gian, hay t& hon, v6i nhitng
quan ni€ém mé tin di doan.

Vao dau thé€ ky 20, cdc nho gia nhu Phan Bdi Chau,
Phan Chu Trinh, Tran Trong Kim, Phan Khoi méi bit diu
lam quen vdi thudt ngit cla triét hoc qua cdc nho gia Trung
Hoa nhu Ludng Khai Siéu, Pam T Pdng, Nghiém Phuc,"
vin van, va gin hon, v6i Tai Nguyén Phiét, HS Thich,
Tran Poc T, Luong Thau Minh. Tit mdt khia canh khéc,
cdc nha trf thitc bi 4nh hudng TAy hoc ciing bit ddu lam

' Ngay d6i véi gidi tri thic Trung Hoa, danh tir ri€t hoc va t6n gido
cling chi mdi du nhdp vio trong Hoa ngit qua ti€ng Nhit vao cudi thé
ky 19 ma thdi. Pa s6 cdc ban dich Hoa ngit khong tryc ti€p tir nguyén
ngil, song tf bdn dich Nhat ngi. Xin xem Julia Ching, Confucianism
and Christianity - A Comparative Study (Tokyo: Sophia University,
1977), tr. xv, va chi thich s6 2, tr. xxv. Ciing xin tham khdo thém:
Jacques Gernet, Chine et Christianisme (Paris: Gallimard, 1982), tr. 81-
82. Theo Gernet, Gido su tai College de France, thi vio cudi thdi Minh,
dau thdi Thanh, cdc nho gia nhu Ly Chi Tdo, Tir Quang Khdi ding
thudt ngl “tdy hoc,” hay “thién hoc” d€ chi thin hoc, tri€t hoc va khoa
hoc do Matteo Ricci, Adam Schall von Bell va cdc nha truyén gido
dong Tén khéc gidi thi€u cho cdc nho gia.

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
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quen véi tri€t hoc Phdp, nhdt 1a tri€t hoc ciia René
Descartes, Blaise Pascal, Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
Montesquieu, va gan hon, Henri Bergson.

Chinh vi tri€t hoc con qud xa la, nén céc nha tri thic
Viét khong thé y thitc dugc mdt nén tri€t hoc Viét. P6i véi
Tran Trong Kim, tri€t hoc 12 m&t mén tri thifc dic sin cla
tdy phuong. Mic du nhin thdy tri€t hoc clia Bergson rit
gdn gidng t tudng nho hoc,'® ho Trén vAn tin twdng 1a Viét
Nam chwa c6 tri€t hoc, bdi 1& ngay ci nén nho hoc Viét
ciing chi 1a Han nho ma thoi.'"’ Phan Khéi ciing khong di
xa hon ho Trin bao nhiéu. Trong cudc tranh ludn vdi ho
Tran, ho Phan ra sifc bién ho cho triét hoc Phép, va gidn
ti€p phi nhin tinh chit nghiém tic cia nho hoc. Piém
ddng chd y 1a nhi vi tién sinh khong hé d4 dong dén 161 tu
duy cta ngudi viet."® Trudc hai cu, cdc nha chi s§ Phan
B6i Chau va Phan Chu Trinh ciing nghi nhu thé, khi cdc cu
hudng vé Nhat (Y Ping Bac Vin) hay Tau (Luong Khai
Siéu) d€ tim mot 16i di cho Viét Nam. Hai chi s§ vAn chua

' Tran Trong Kim, Nho Gido (Sai Gon: Tan Viét, nién ky khoéng 15),
Ldi phat doan, tr. xxiv.

" Tran Trong Kim, nhu trén, tr. 372.

'® Phan Khoi, “Mdi Tran trong Kim di v6i Khéng T va Manh Tit dén
nha M. Logique chdi, tai d6 chiing ta s& ndi chuyén...” Trong Phu Ni2
Tén Vin, s6 71, 72 va 74. Tran Trong Kim, Phan Phu Luc, tr. 403, 419.
Nim 1941, hoc gid Dudng Qudng Ham 14p lai m6t quan niém tucng ty.
Ho Dudng vi€t: “Bdi th€, néu xét vé mit tri€t hoc, thi ta phai nhin
ring nude ta khong c6 qudc hoc, nghia 1a cdi hoc ddc biét, bdn ngi cla
dén toc ta.” Xin tham khdo Duong Quing Ham, Viét Nam Vdn Hoc Sit
Yéu (Ha Noi, 1941); tdi ban 1an thit 10 (Sai Gon: B6 Gido Duc, 1968),
tr. 458.
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b6 duge ni€m hy vong vao sy tdi sinh c4i siic manh va uy
phong ciia nho hoc.

Ngay cd vao nhitng thip nién gin hon, Viét tri€t hinh
nhu khong dude d€ ¥ téi. Khi Pai Hoc Vin Khoa Sai Gon
dudc chinh thitc thanh 14p, khoa tri€t hoc giit mot chd ding
khiém t6n v6i nhitng 16p vé tri€t hoc TAy phuong. Nhd vao
sir ¢80 ging clia nhém T4n nho, tri€t hoc Péng phuong méi
len dugce chan vao gidng dudng. Th& nhung tri€t hoc Pong
phuong ciing chi 12 tri€t hoc Trung Hoa, hay An Pd. Mot
sO tap san tri€t hoc vao thip nién 1965-1875 nhu Pdng
Phuong, Tu TLrof°ng19 tuy ban nhiéu t6i vin héa Viét, song
chi ¢6 mot s8 lugng rat it i v& Viét tri€t. Thé thdm hon,
khéa trinh tai dai hoc khong néi chi t6i Viét tri€t. C4c vi
gido su da s chi dich Ti Thu, Ngii Kinh, Lio, Truong, Hin
Phi T&, hoic Vuong Duong Minh, Nhi Trinh,?® hay gidi
thiéu nén tri€t An nhu 16p tri€t hoc An D9 nhap mon, vin
van. V& sau c6 thém mot vai khéa vé Phat gido Viét Nam.
N6i chung, Viét tri€t gin nhu hoan toan ving béng. Tuy bi
lo 1a, tri€t hoc Pong phuong cing ngay cang thu hit dugc
gidi tri thitc va sinh vién; va Viét tri€t bdt diu hap din gidi
tré yéu nudc, mudn tim vé& ngudn gdc va niém tw hdo dan

" Tap san Péng Phuong do Tién sy Hoang S§ Quy thanh 14p, quy tu
cic hoc gid nhw Kim Binh, Nguyén Vin Tho, H6 Hitu Tudng, vin van.
Tap san Tw Tudng do Bai Hoc Van Hanh chi trucng.

2% Nhitng ban dich thudt ctia cdc tin nho bi 4nh hudng cia Tdy hoc nhu
Nguyén Vin Ngoc, Ngo Tat T6, Poan Trung Con, Nghiém Todn,
Nhugng Tong, Nguyén Duy Cin, Poan Duy Khé, Lé Phuc Thién, Gidn
Chi, Nguyén Hié¢n Lé, van van. Da s6 cdc ban dich niy dugc Bo Qudc
Gia Gido Duyc tai trg in va phdt hanh.

Viét Triet Ludn Tdp 1
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tdc. Mic du chuong trinh tri€t hoc Pong phuwong dugc dua
vao trong 16p Td Tai IL*' song, trit Nguy&n Pang Thuc®
va Luong Kim Pinh, > cic gido su tri€t hoc tai Pai Hoc
Vin Khoa van chua hoan toan nhin ra dugc vai trd cda
Viét tri€t. N6 van con bi quén lang, nim vat vudng ngoai
ngudng cta clia han lam.**

21 Ti€n s§ Vii Pinh Trac titng soan riéng mot tdc phdm Triét hoc Pong
Phutong cho chuong trinh Td Tai IT vao cudi thap nién 1960.

2 Nguyén BPing Thuc, Lich St Triét Hoc Déng Phuong (Sai Gon,
1962), 4 tap; Lich Sit Tu Tudng Viét Nam (Sai Gon: Nxb Tph HCM,
1992) (6 tap) va Triét Ly Nhdn Sinh ciia Nguyén Céng Trit (Sai Gon,
kh6ng nién hiéu).

B Xin xem Viét Triét Ludn Tdp, Ha Tap, chuong vé€ “Kim Dinh va
Viét Tri€t;” hoic Tran Vin Poan, “Kim Dinh’s Search for a Viet-
Philosophy,” trong Phan Pinh Cho & Trin Vin Poan, chb., Kim Dinh -
Life and Philosophical Works (Washington D. C.: The University Press
of Vietnam, 2001).

2 Vao ldc d6, Viét trigt thu hit duge mot s6 nhitng ngudi khong
chuyén vé tri€t hoc, hay ty hoc tri€t hoc nhu Nguyén Pang Thuc, H6
Hitu Tudng, Nguyén Vin Tho, hay th€ hé tré nhu Pham Cong Thién,
Bui Gidng... Pay ciing 1a mot ly do tai sao Viét tri€t vi phuong phdp
va vap, thi€u sy nghiém tic han 14m, ngay tir lic phdi thai. Ngay cdc
tic phdm tiéu bi€u nhdt ctia Nguyén Ding Thuc, Kim Pinh ciing déu
vuéng vao nhitng 18i 1Am cin bdn nhu thi€u hé thdng, phan tich 1di rac,
ly ludn thi€u vitng chdc, d6i khi mau thuin, st liéu md ho, van van.
Ngoai ra ciing phdi nhic d€n mot quan niém sai 1dm, cho ring, bat ct
vi nao thong thao hdn nglr (han hoc), cling co thé thdo luin tri€t Pong.
Ciing phdi n6i thém 12 Gido Hoi Phit Gido Viét Nam da ddc biét chi
trong tdi tr tudng Viét. Song mdt s6 hoc gid Phat tir di hai qud xa. C6
1& vi Iy do chinh tri, ho déng héa tu twdng Viét v6i Phat gido. Trong
giai doan ndy, ngoai vi€c thanh lip Pai Hoc Van Hanh, T4p san Tu
Tudng, nha xuidt ban L4 B6i, Phit gido ciing dd glti mot s ting ni du
hoc bén Nhat, Trung Hoa vd An Pd. Piém ma ching t5i mudén nhin
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Tai mién Bic, do hoan cinh, va bi 4nh hudng cla hoc
thuy€&t ciia Karl Marx va Ivan 1. Lenin,25 Viét tri€t khong
dugc tan luc khai thdc, cho t6i thap nién 1980, mSi bit diu
mdt s6 dy 4n c6 quy md va hé thdng. Trudc d6 chi thay
xuét hién mot cdch rdi rdc modt s6 tic phaAm vé Phan Boi
Chau,”® Cao B4 Quit”’ Nguydn Dinh Chidu,® nhv 1

manh noi diy, d6 14 Nho, Phit, Lio va ngay cd cdc tu twGng mdi o
Tay phuong di va duong déng gép vao viéc phdt trién Viét triét. B4t
¢ quan niém nao ty phong minh 1am chd dao trong Viét riét trén thuc
t€, va trén nguyén tic, thi€u nén tdng khoa hoc va cuc doan, qui
khich. Mt 161 nhin nhu vay xui't phdt tr tham vong quyén luc, quyén
1gi va quyén uy. P6 1a mdt 161 nhin ¥ hé, ¢6 hai cho sy phat trién Viét
triét.

¥ Vién Tri€t Hoc Ha Noi dugc thanh 1dp nim 1962 - Trude d6 c¢6 TS
Tri€t Hoc, 1959; B3 phan Tri€t Hoc, 1961 - do nghi dinh s& 43-CP véi
nhi€m vy “nghién citu 1y ludn cd ban clia chd nghia duy vit bién ching
va chii nghia duy vit lich si; vin dung tri€t hoc nghién citu nhitng van
dé co ban cda ciach mang Viét Nam; nghién citu vé lich st tri€t hoc
Viét Nam; theo ddi tri€t hoc tu sdn hién dai va triét hoc trong ving My
nguy kiém sodt; nghién cttu dao ddc hoc, my hoc, tri€t hoc trong khoa
hoc tr nhién; theo ddi tinh hinh cia triét hoc trong cdc nude xi hoi chi
nghia.” Xin xem Nguyé&n Trong Chudn, “Vién Tri€t Hoc 35 Nam Xay
Dung va Trudng Thanh” (1962-1997), trong Vién Triét Hoc - 35 Nim
Xdy Dung va Trudng Thanh (Ha N6i: Trung TAm Khoa Hoc X3 Hoi va
Nhan Vin, 1997), tr. 24-25. Trén thuc t€, bd phin “Lich st Tri€t hoc
Viét Nam” phai dgi dén thap nién 1980 mdi chinh thic thanh “Phong
nghién ctfu Tri€t hoc Viét Nam” do gido su Nguyén Tai Thu lam chi
nhiém.

% Bui Ping Duy, Nguyén Pic Su, Chuong Thau, Phan Bji Chdu - Tu
Tudng Chinh Tri, Tu Tudng Triét Hoc (Ha Noi: Nxb Khoa Hoc Xi Hoi,
1967).

2 Nguyén Tai Thu, Cao Bd Qudt, Con Nguoi va Tu Tudng (Ha Noi:
Nxb Khoa Hoc X& Hoi, 1980).
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nhitng thanh qua cia Vién Tri€t Hoc tai Ha N6i. Ching tdi
khong 15, mon triét hoc Viét Nam tai Pai Hoc Ha Noi c¢6
hay khong; song néu c6, thi ciing chi vao nhitng ndm gan
day ma thoi.

Khiic quanh quan trong c6 1€ x4y ra vao dau thip nién
1990, v&i bd Lich Six Tu Tudng Viét Nam clia Nguyén Pang
Thuc, va hai bd Lich sit Phdt Gido Viét Nam va Lich Sit Tu
Tudng Viét Nam do Vién Triét Hoc khéi xudng.” Sau d6
v6i loat sach vé tr tudng Nho gido clia Nguyén Tai Thu,
Phan Pai Doan, Vi Khiéu, Phan Ngoc, Tran Khué,
Nguyén Khic vién;”° vé cdc tu tudng gia Viét néi chung
ctia Trin Ngoc Thém, P8 Thi Hoa Héi, Tran Vin Giau; va
vé& Phat gido Viét Nam cda Nguyén Hang Hiu, Thich
Minh Chau, Thich Minh Tué, vin van.’' S6m hom mot

28y Khiéu, Nguy&n Ditc Su, Nguyén Pinh Chiéu - Mot Ngbi Sao Sding
ciia Nguoi Tri Thitc Viét Nam (Ha Noi: Nxb Khoa Hoc Xa Hoi, 1982).
 Nguy&n Tai Thu, chb., Lich Si Phdt Gido Viét Nam (Ha Noi: Nxb
Khoa Hoc Xi Hoi, 1989).; Nguyén Tai Thu, chb., Lich Sz Tu Tudng
Viét Nam, Tap 1 (Ha Noi: Nxb Khoa Hoc Xa Hoi, 1993). Tap 2, do Lé
S§ Thing, chb. (Ha No6i: Nxb Khoa Hoc Xa Hoi, 1997).

30 vii Khiéu, chb., Nho Gido Xua va Nay (Ha Noi: Nxb Khoa Hoc Xa
Hoi, 1990); Nguy&n Khic Vién, Ban Vé Dao Nho (Ha Noi: Nxb Thé
Gidi, 1993); Quang Pam, Nho Gido Xwa va Nay (Ha Nbi: Nxb Vin
Hoéa, 1994); Nguyén Tai Thu, Nho Hoc va Nho Hoc 6 Viét Nam (Ha
N6i: Nxb Khoa Hoc Xa Hoi, 1997); Phan Dai Dodn, chb., Mgt S6" Vdn
Pé Vé Nho Gido Viét Nam (Ha N6i: Nxb Chinh Tri Quéc Gia, 1998).

31 D& biét thém, xin tham khdo Phan Pai Dodn, chb., Mét S6' Vin Dé
vé Nho Gido Viét Nam, sdd. trén, va Trin Ngoc Thém, Tim Vé Bdn Sdc
Vian Héa Viét Nam (Sai Gon: Nxb Tph H& Chi Minh, 1997); Thich
Minh Tué, Lutgc Siz Phdt Gido Viét Nam (Tph H6 Chi Minh, 1993). Cic
tac phim chuyén vé cdc tri6t gia Viét: P& thi Hoa Héi, Tim Hiéu Tu
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chit tai h3i ngoai, ching ta cling thdy xuét hién nhitng tic
phim clia Vii Pinh Tric nhu Triét Ly Chadp Sinh Nguyén
Céng Trit, Triét Ly Nhan Bén Nguyén Du,>> vi nhitng tic
ph&m cfia Kim Pinh vé Viét triét.”® Néi cdch chung, day Ia
mot giai doan Viét tri€t bit ddu dudc gidi tri thitc nghién
citu nhiéu hon, va ciing dugc Iwu ¥, hay dugc chinh phd
chap nhan ndng nhiét hon. Trong giai doan nay, chiing ta
tha'y ngoai trir cdc tdc phdm cta Kim Pinh, da s6 cic tic
phdm con nim trong pham tri lich s c¢6 tinh cdch gi6i
thiéu. Mot nén Viét tri€t c6 hé thdng vain chura xuit hién.
Ciing trong giai doan niy, ¥ thitc dudc su khdn cAp cla
cong viéc hé thong, va so sdnh véi cdc nén triét hoc khic,
chiing t6i mao hi€m thanh lap Uy Ban Nghién Citu Viét
Triét véi ba muc dich chinh: (1) thic dﬁ’y chuong trinh
nghién citu tu tudng Viét; (2) dich cac kinh di€n tri€t hoc
sang Viét ngff; va (3) dua Viét tri€t vao trong quy dao thé
gidi. Néi thi d&, nhung thic ra vo ciing khé khin. Phan vi
thi€u nhan lyc, phan vi tai lyc hoan toan khdng cé; phin
lai & rdi ric qud xa, va ban biu vdi cdng viéc, nhitng ngudi
trong Uy Ban khong thé ngdi lam viéc chung, hay cong tic
chung trong mdt chuong trinh c6 dinh. Tuy thé, ho ciing da

Tudng Ddn Chii ciia Phan Chu Trinh (Ha N6i: Nxb Khoa Hoc X4 Hoi,
1996); Nguyén Hung Hau, Gop Phdn Tim Hiéu Tu Tudng Triét Hoc
Phdt Gido Trdn Thdi Téng (Ha Noi: Nxb Khoa Hoc Xa Hoi, 1996).

32 Vii Dinh Tréc, Triét Ly Chdp Sinh Nguyén Céng Trit (Orange: Hoi
Hitu, 1988); Triét Ly Nhdn Bdn Nguyén Du (Orange: Hoi Hitu, 1993).

** Kim Binh, Viér Triét Nhdp Moén (Houston: An Viét, 1988); Goc Ré
Triét Viét (Houston: An Viét, 1988); Hung Viét (Houston: An Viét,
1987); Thdi Binh Minh Triét (Garden Grove: Thai Piém, 1997).
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dat dugc mot s6 thanh qua. Trén lanh vyc xudt ban, ngoai
nhitng tic phdm clia Kim Pinh va Vi Pinh Tric, da thay
xuat hién nhitng bai vi€t cda Vi Kim Chinh, Phan Pinh
Cho, Trin Cao Tudng va cia ching tdi vé tri€t hoc, than
hoc suy tu tir tu tudng viet, ciing nhv cia Nguy@n Ty
Cudng vé Phat gido Viét Nam.” Trén phuong dién dua
Viét triét vao trong quy dao thé gidi, ching toi da tudng
d6i thanh cong v6i nhitng cudc hdi thdo vé tu tudng Viét
tai Anh, My, Nhat, Huong Céng, va Dai Loan,36 va da gly

3 Vil Kim Chinh, Gidi Phéng Thdn Hoc - Mach Lac trung dich Chuyén
Thich (Dai Bic: Quang Khai Xud't ban xi, 1991) (Hoa ngit); Tran Cao
TuSng, Vé Ngudn Viét Pao (Garden Grove: Thdi Pi€m, 1989). Céc tic
phim ciia Phan Pinh Cho va Trdn Vin Poan da s6 vi€t bing ngoai
ngit. Xin xem phan tham khio vé Phan Binh Cho va Trdn Vin Poan.

35 Nguy&n Ty Cudng, tt Nhw Hanh, 13 mot chuyén gia ndi ti€ng vé
Phat gido. Tién s§ ho Nguyén hién 13 Gido su Ton gido hoc tai Bh
George Mason, Virginia. Téc pham dai bi€u: Cuong Tu, Nguyen, Zen
in Medieval Vietnam - A Study and Translation of the Thién Uyén Tdp
Anh, (Honolunu: Hawaii University Press, 1997).

3 Ching i da t8 chic cdc khéa hop nhu sau: Tai Pai Loan hai khéa:
“Confucianism in Vietnam” (1987), vdi su tham dy ctia Kim Dinh, Vi
Pinh Tric, Vii Kim Chinh va Tran Vin Poan; va “Chinese Philosophy
in Vietnam” (1999), véi su tham du ciia Nguyén Tai Thu, Nguyén
Trong Chu#n, Nguy&n Quang Dién, Vincent Shen va Trin Vin Poan.
Tai Toronto: “The Ideological Character of Vietnamese Religion”
(1990), véi sy tham gia cia Kim Pinh, Lé Xuin Hy, P. Van der
Meersch, Tatsuro Yamamoto, George F. McLean, Pierre Masson, D.
Ball va Tran Vin Poan. Tai Huong Cdng: “The Recent Renaissance of
Confucianism in Vietnam” (1993), véi sy tham du cia Tu Wei-ming,
Tatsuro Yamamoto va Tran Vin Doan; Tai Nagasaki (1997), véi sy
tham du cda V@i Kim Chinh, Nguyén Pang Tric va Tran Vin Poan.
Tai Boston (1998): "Education of Human Resources for Vietnam in the
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ra dugc phin ndo su chi ¥ ciia hoc gia th€ gi6i.>’ Trong
lanh vuc dich thudt, ching toi cling d4 dich xong nhiéu tic
phim, va s& cho ra mit doc gid trong tuong lai rat gan.®
N6i céch chung, su viéc thanh 1ap Uy Ban Nghién Citu
Viér Triét, va gin day, Vién Nghién Citu Triét Hoc va Ton

Future”, v6i su tham du ctia Phan Pinh Cho, Vil Kim Chinh, Nguyén
Trong Chudn, Nguyén Vin Huyén, George F. McLean va Tran Vin
Poan. Nam 2000 tai Rome: “The Metaphysics in Viet-Philosophy” do
Tran Vin Poan triéu tdp. Cdc ludn vin cda cdc tham dy vién phdt
bifu d3 dudc in rdi ric trong cic Proceedings cia cic hoi nghi hay
trong cic Tdp san nghién citu.

37 Cdc bd0 Tu Pién Bich Khoa nhu The Encyclopedia of Chinese
Philosophy, The Chinese Encylopedia of Philosophy, Trung Qudc Triét
Hoc Pai Tit Thu, Dictionaire de la philosophie orientale, vin vin tiing
mdi ching t6i déng gép phin Viét tiét. Tap san Bibliographie
internationale de Philosophie clia Lién Hiép Qudc (UNESCO) tai Paris
ciing di yéu cau chiing t6i cung c4p tai liéu va gidi thiéu cdc tdc phim
triét hoc clia Viét Nam trén Tép san.

% Bin dich tic phim tri€t hoc tir Pic ngl sang Viét ngir: I Kant,
Grundlegung der Metaphysik der Sitten, va Kritik der praktischen
Vernunft; G. F. Hegel, Phanomenologie des Geistes; M. Heidegger,
Was is das - die Philosophie? cing nhwt Vom Wesen der Wahrheit, va
Theologie und Philosophie (tdt ¢ do Trin Vin Poan dich). Bdn dich
mot s6 tic phim tiéu bi€u cla Kim Dinh sang Anh nglt (Phan Binh
Cho, Trin Vin Poan dich va hiéu dinh). Bdn dich Truyén Théng Tdi
Sinh cia ThaAm Thanh Ting tir Hoa ngi sang Viét ngit (Nguyén Tai
Thu dich, Tran Vin Poan hiéu dinh). Bdn dich hai ludn vin cta Kim
Pinh vé Viét triét sang Hoa ngft (Tran Vin Poan dich); ban dich tic
phdm 101 Questions and Answers on the Death and Eternal Life cla
Phan Binh Cho sang Hoa ngit (Du T dich, Tran Vin Poan hiéu dinh),
van vin.
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Gido Viét Nam™ véi nhitng dy 4n nghién citu v& Viét triét,
Viét thin, van van, 1a nhitng c¢6 gdng vugt khdi stc lyc clia
nhitng ngudi qud ban v6i mi€ng com manh 4o, vdi bao
nhiéu chuong trinh nghién cttu khdc nhu ching tdi. Tuy
vay chiing t6i cdm thdy yén Gi khi thdy phong trao nghién
ciu Viét tri€t dudc nhi€u nhan sy ddp ¥ng mot cdch rat
ndng nhiét. Tai qué huong, chiing ta da thdy gi6i tri thic
Ha N6i va Sai Gon chii trong nhiéu hon dén cong viéc khai
quat Viét rigt.* Tai hai ngoai, ngoai Hoi An Viét, ching ta
ciing thdy xudt hién nhi€u tdp san nghién cdu nhu
Vietnamologica, tip san Triét Hoc, Thoi Diém, va nita
nghién citu, nifa nghi ludn thdng tin nhu Djnh Hudng, quy
tu cdc nhan sy tha thi€t t6i vin hoa, tu tudng din toc. !

* Vien Nghién Citu Triét Hoc va Tén Gido Viét Nam (The Vietnamese
Institute of Philosophy and Religion) do Gido su Phan Dinh Cho va
ching t6i triéu tip lan ddu tién vao ndm 1998 tai The Catholic
University of America, Washington D. C. Hién nay, thanh vién cla
Vién bao g6m: Phan Binh Cho, Nguyén Thdi Hgp, Vii Kim Chinh,
Nguy&n Ty Cudng, Trin Vin Poan ciing nhu Tran Cong Nghi, Quyén
Di, Trdn Cao Tudng, Pham Van Tué, V6 T4 DE, Bui Hitu Thu, Nguyén
Pinh Tan, vin vin.

“ Ching t6i dudng cong tdc v6i Trung Tam Khoa Hoc Xa Hoi (Thp
HCM) thiic ddy chuong trinh nghién ciu va bién bd Lich Sit Triét Hoc
Viet Nam. Ngoai ra Vién Tri€t Hoc Ha Noi cling duong xic ti€n cong
viéc dich bod Lich Stz Tu Tudng Viét Nam sang Anh ngit va Nga ngi.

' Vietnamologica dudc mo6t nhém cyu gido su Pai Hoc Sai Gon va
Hué nhu Gido su Lé Hitu Muc (chuyén gia vé chit Nom), Gido su Thdi
Cong Tung (dia chat gia), vin van, thanh 14p tai Toronto vao giita thip
nién 1990. Hoi Hizu (1985-86) do Ti€n sy Vil Pinh Trdc chd truong,
xudt ban dudc quing 4 hay 5 s6 tai Garden Grove; Triét Hoc do mot s§
nhéin s§ cyu gido su clia Pai Hoc Van Hanh, va than hitu chd trudng,
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Gan day, d€ ddp tng nhu ciu ciia cic thu vién cdc dai hoc,
cling nhv thiic ddy nghién cttu, Tdp san Ngién Ciu Triét
Hoc va Tén Gido Viét Nam ciing di duge Vién Tri€t Hoc
va Tén Gido Viét Nam thiét 1ap.** Pay diing 12 mot diu
chi khi€n chiing ta c6 can ddm ddm hy vong vé mdt tudng
lai sdng stia ctia Viét triét.

xudt ban tai San Jose. Dinh Hudng do Phong Trao Gido Dan H3i Ngoai
thanh 14p vao nim 1993. Tda soan dit tai Reichstett, Phdp. Thi Piém
nguyén 1a mot Tap chi do Tién s§ Trin Cong Nghi, cic Thac s§ Pham
Vin Tué, Tran Cao Tudng, Quyén Di va thian hitu chi truong nim
1991.

2 Tdp san Nghién Citu Triét Hoc va Tén Gido Viét Nam v6i hai gido su
Phan Pinh Cho va Tran Vin Poan lam chd bit, va gido su Bui Hitu
Thu gif¥ chitc chii nhiém.
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2. NHUNG NGO NHAN

Truéc hét, phdn vi qué bi dnh hudng cda tri€t hoc tay
phuong, hoic cla tri&t hoc dong phuong, phan khic c6 18
do ty ti mic cAm, nén ching ta hodc cho la minh khéng c6
mdt nén tri€t hoc c4 biét, hodc né€u ¢, thi chi la vay mugn
cép nhdt: “Loi que chdp nhit dong dai,” ma muc dich thi
that la khlem t6n: “Mua vui ciing dugc mot vai tréng

canh.” L&i nhin va thdi do tiéu cuc trén thyc ra la do
ching ta chua hoan toan thau triét y nghia cling nhu cong
ning ciia triét hoc. V& mot phuong dién khdc, 161 nhin nay
phén anh cdi nhdn quan léch lac cla vin hoa dong phudng
ddng héa tri€t hoc vdi y hé (ideology).

Thit nhat, ching ta nham 14n tri€t hoc vdi ton gido, va ¥
hé. Chiing ta cho ring tri€t hoc khong c6 chi khédc biét véi
ton gido, va ton glao hoan toan déng nghia vdi tdng gido,
rbi vao thdl dai gin day, tri€t hoc lai phdi hiéu theo nghia

cia y hc. ThLIC ra, tri€t hoc khong ddng nghia vdi ton

3 Nguy&n Du, Kim Van Kiéu Truyén, cau két. Bdn vén bién chi clia
Bii Ky va Tran Trong Kim (Ha No6i 1925; Pai Nam tdi ban, 1995).

* Thi du 161 suy t theo pham trii ciia § hé thdy trong viéc ching ta it
khi phin biét Khdng hoc khoi Khéng gido, Khéng gido khdi Nho gia.
Tuong tv, Pao hoc khong khic chi véi bBao gido. Th€ nén, ching ta
ddng héa tu wdng cia mdt vi nho gia lanh dao v6i “tri€t hoc du’ng
nudc,” hay “triét 1y tri nudc” cda dng, va cho no 1a “triét ly clia qudc
gia.” LOi suy tof thién cdn nay khié€n nhitng nho gia, dao gia, hay Phat
dd c¢6 tham vong tuf phong tri€t Iy nho hoc (Phét hoc, hay dao hoc) cla
cac ong thanh “qudc sach,” va bién thanh ¥ hé cda dan toc. Ngudi ta
quén ring Phat hoc clia dai s Van Hanh khong thé dai biéu cho tat cd
triét hoc Phat gido; Nho hoc cua tridu dinh nha Nguy&n khong nhit
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gido, ¥ hé. Tri€t hoc 1a mot 161 suy tu hé théng, khoa hoc
vé nhitng nguyén 1y, nguyén tic, cdi ngudn... cia nhitng
hién tugng dudng xay ra dé cé thé duwa ra mét tri thitc khoa
hoc (tri thitc ludn, ludn 1y hoc.) Tri€t hoc ciing 13 mot nd
lyc di im vAn nan, v nhitng gidi ddp cé tinh chit nguyén
tic d€ c¢6 thé 4p dung gidi quyét nhitng van @& thuc hinh
trong cudc sdng nhy dao ditc, phdp luat (dao dic hoc, triét
hoc x4 hoi, phdp luat). Pang khéc, triét hoc con 1a mot sy
truy tAm nén tdng cin nguyén clia hién tugng, cda nhitng
quy ludt, cia cdi ma ching ta goi 12 cdnh chung, tuyét d6i
(siéu hinh hoc). N6i cdch chung, tri€t hoc khdng han hep
vao mét mdn hoc, mot phuong phdp, mot trudng phai. Triét
hoc 14 mot sy suy tu cho t6i cdi ngudn, téi cling dich. Thé
nén suy tu vé moi tri thifc, moi hanh dong, moi t8 chuc,
van van, néi 1én nhitng nén tri€t hoc c6 vé c4 biét, song
thuc ra déu phat xuat tir cing mot nguyén 1y d6 13 suy tf
thiu triét t6i cuing dich. Tri€t hoc xi hdi, tri€t hoc khoa
hoc, tri€t 1y sit hoc, dao ditc hoc, ludn 1y hoc, triét hoc t6n
gido, van vin, tuy khdc biét vé d6i tugng, va phuong phap,
song cling mot muc dich truy tAm nguyén 1y, va cling mot
thdi do thau triét.

Thit dé&n, chiing ta sai 1dm cho riing chi c6 mot nén triét
hoc vinh citu (philosophia perennis), ma ching ta phai hoc,
bit chudc va ton thd, d6 1a nho gido, triét hoc kinh vién,
hay gin day, tri€t hoc Tay phuong, va chi thuyé&t xi hoi.
Nhitng nén tri€t hoc trén khong phdi thi€u gid tri, nhung
néi ding hon, gid tri cia chiing bi han hep vao thdi gian va

thi€t phdn 4nh hoan toan trung thuc cd nén Nho dao, dirng ndi chi d&n
viéc c¢6 thé dai bi€u cho toan thé nén vin héa Viét.
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khong gian. Gan ghép cho ching mot gid tri tuyét d6i va
phd quat 12 mot 18i suy tw y hé, thi€u khoa hoc. Thuyc ra,
nhu chiing t6i vira nhic tdi, bt ctt mot nén tri€t hoc no,
néu ¢ mdt muc dich khéc, tdt phdi ding mot phuong phap
khdc biét. Ma mdi mot xa hdi, tuy theo diéu kién dia ly,
lich s, nhan sinh, cling nhu nhitng van nan x4 hoi, tat phai
c6 nhitng muc dich ma cdc xa hdi khdc. Noi cach khéc,
quan ni¢m cho ring chi c6 mot nén tri€t hoc duy nhat, mot
dao duy tén, mdt phuong phdp duy uy 1a mot quan ni€m sai
lam, phat xuét tir nhitng nguyén nhian phan tri€t hoc va
khoa hoc. Hay néi diing hon, bat cif tuyén xung vé mot nén
tri€t hoc vinh clfu nao cling xuat phét tit nhitng nguyén
nhén phi tri€t hoc nhu quyén lyc, 1¢i ich cla gidi lanh dao,
van van. Ciu néi “Dao khid dao, phi thudng dao; danh kha
danh, phi thudng danh” cia Lao T& c6 1€ ndi 1én mot cach
ddng ddn mdt phan ndo thdi d§ cia tri€t gia chong bat cd
mdt nén ¥ hé nao.®

Thi ba, triét hoc khéng thé tich rdi khdi th€ sinh
(Lebenswelt, life-world) ctia con ngudi. Th& nén, mdi nén
triét hoc 12 mot k&t tinh clia mot thé gidi ma ching ta da
hay duong va s& sdng; 12 mot nd lyc tim nguyén tic gidi
quy&t nhitng van nan ctia th€ gi6i d6; 12 mot c6 ging dién
dat th€ gidi d6 mdt cdch trung thuc; va la mot thao thitc
vudt khoi chinh thé sinh nay. Sai 1am ctda Plato khong phdi
do viéc ong thi€u suy tu, hay thi€u 1y ludn, song trong su
kién 6ng tich 1di tri€t hoc khéi thé gidi song d€ xay dung
mot nén tri thitc khoa hoc vinh cftu vugt khoi khong gian

# 130 T, Pao Pitc Kinh, chuong 1.
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va thdi gian. Twong tu, sy thi€u sét cda Descartes khong
phai do viéc 6ng bép méo si€u hinh hoc, song trong viéc
ong chi truong phucng phap dc vi, cho phudng phdp phan
tich clia todn hoc, va phuong phap tryc gidc clia hinh hoc 12
phuong phdp duy nhét cla tri€t hoc. Ldi 1dm chung cila
triét hoc cin dai khoéng phdi thi€u nghiém chinh, song do
su viéc nén tri€t hoc nay ton thd chan 1y, cho dé 1a muc
dich duy nh4t cia tri€t hoc. Ma nén chin Iy nay phdi mang
tinh chit “phS quat” hay phd bi€n, va “tdt y€u,” tic t4t
nhién. P6é c6 nghia 12, nén chin 1y ndy khong tuy thudc
vao th€ sinh clia ching ta. Va ti€p theo d6, chi c6 mot
phuong phip khoa hoc duy nhit mdi c¢é thé chitng minh
duge chan ly. Ma phuong phdp khoa hoc nay ciing phdi
hoin toan tich biét khdi cudc sdng con ngudi. N6i cdch
khéc, tri€t hoc cdn dai vAp vao hai 16i Iam: han hep muc
dich va doi tudng cta triét hoc vao chin 1y, cling nhu tuyét
d6i héa phuong phap clia Iy tinh. Nhitng sai s6t nay khong
l1am tri€t hoc thut I, nhung nguoc lai, khi€n tri€t hoc tinh
vi hon, nhit 13 trong nhitng linh vuc hé théng va phuong
phép. Chinh nh& sy tinh vi, va sy hi€u nghi€ém clia phuong
phép trong cdng viéc hién dai héa va 1y tinh héa, nén trié€t
hoc nay tiém chi€m ngdi vi doc tén. Va khi chi€m dudgc
quyén uyét doi, i€t hoc bién hanh y hé. Nhu th&, tuy tinh
vi, tri€t hoc tu né di di vao con dudng tu sit.

Vao cubi thé kj 19 va ddu thé ky 20, khi ma d& quéc
Au chiu théng tri A chau, thi cic nén tri€t hoc khéc bi gat
bd ra ngoai. Hai nén tri€t hoc Trung Hoa va An P bi ha
cAp bi€n thanh mot loai vin héa man di hay mé tin thi€u
khoa hoc, bdi vi ching da khong gitip gi cho viéc 1y tinh
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héa, va k§ nghé héa noi cdc nudc nay. Gidi tin hoc Trung
Hoa nhu nhém HS Thich, bi quédng ga bdi dnh sing cia
khoa hoc, va nhit 12 mil quang tin vao quyén uy tuyét doi
ctia nén vin minh co khi Au My, da ting coi Nho hoc nhu
thanh phin phin dong, ton gido A chau nhu 1a ung nhot
ctia xa hoi.*® Gidi tan hoc Viét ciing theo quan thdy Trung
Hoa d€ khinh miét cdi hoc truyén thdng “hii nho,” “phong
ki€n,” “phdn dong” tai nudc nha. Ching ta bay gid c6 thé
hiéu dudc 1y do tai sao phan 16n gidi tri thiic Viét bi anh
hudng chia TAy phuong khong gidm nghi t6i mot nén Viét
tri€t, hodc néu cé nhic t6i, thi ciing chi coi né 14 mot thi
tri€t 1y “ré tién” trong ldc trd du tfu hdu ma thoi. Bi dat
hon nita d6 12 sy thi€u y thdc, va chua di tu trong cia mot
s tri thic bi tdy hay tAu héa. Ho cho ring, chi ¢6 db tau,
dd tdy mdi dang gid; chi khi ndo si s6 dugc “cong hy, méc
xi,” thi “ta bi€t ca,” thi m&i ddng dugc goi 1a tri thifc; chi ¢6
nhitng ai “dugc gidy dd” trong trudng tAy trudng dam, dugc
di “du hoc” tai Au, M¥, TAu, mé6i sdng gid. Chinh cdi tim

# Xin tham khdo thém Chow Tse-tsung, The May Fourth Movement
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1960), tr. 289 va 293. Sy sai
lAm ctia Hd Thich, Tran Péc T4, vin van, dudc st gia Emmanuel Hsu
tém lai nhu sau: “V4y thi, nhin tir phia canh lich s, mic dii v8i nhitng
tinh cdch hung hing, cudc cdch mang tri thife chi thanh cong trong vigc
gidi thiéu cdc tr twdng Tay phuong va phd hoai gid tr1 truyén thong
Trung Hoa ma thoi; ho da ching x4y dung thém dugc mdt hé théng
twdng va trudng phdi mdi mé nao cd.” Xin xem Emmanuel Hsu C.Y,
The Rise of Modern China (Hongkong: Oxford University Press, 1983),
tr. 511. Ciing xin xem thém: Trin Vin DPoan, “The Dialectic of
Tradition and Modernity” trong Philosophical Review, S§ 17 (1994), tr.
129-163.
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1y n6 1€ nay c6 1& 12 mot ngdn tré 16n nha't cho cong viéc di
tim gid tri cda dan Viét. Chinh cdi nhan quan léch lac “tha
héa” nay khi€n ching ta huéng ngoai, va tu quén cdi gid
tri cao quy cla minh.*’

" Hau qud 1a 4t it tic ph&m nghién citu (dirng néi dén c6 gid tri) vé
Viét hoc do ngudi Viét vi€t. Nhitng tdic phim cda Lé Vin Siéu,
Nguyén Khdc Vién biing Phdp ngit vé vin minh, vin héa Viét, tiéc
thay, chi ¢6 tinh cdch gi6i thiéu, khong thé sinh vdi bd sich do so,
cdng phu clia Léopold Cadiere, Croyances et Pratiques religieuses des
Vietnamiens (Paris: S.E.I, 1958).
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3. BAN CHAT VA CONG NANG CUA VIET TRIET

Né&u hiéu tri€t hoc theo ding nghia nguyén thily, thi
ching ta s& thiy 1a bat ctt mot nén tri thic ndo ciing déu
phat sinh tir mdt cudc sdng ndo d6. Ma cudc sdng nao cling
déu c6 nhiu muc dich da tap va mau thuin, va nhitng
phuong tién d€ dat t6i nhitng muc dich d6. N6i cach khéc,
néu triét hoc x4y trén cudc séng, thi khong phdi moi triét
hoc déu c6é cing mdt muc dich, va do d6 khdng nhat thi€t
phai ding cing mo6t phudng phap. Nhu vdy chiing ta phadi
chdp nhin ring, tri€t hoc mang tinh chit da dién (néu
khong gidm néi la da tap), y hét nhu vin héa. Va nhu viy,
sy hién dién ctia Viét tri€t 1a 1y 1& t4t nhién. B3i khong 18
¢6 mot the sinh Viét, ma khéng cé6 mdt nén vin héa Viét;
ma néu c¢6 mot nén vian héa Viét, ching 1& lai khdng cé
mot nén Viét tri€t? Do d6, mudn thdu triét Viét triét,
chiing ta bit budc phai hi€u mdt cach thdu ddo th€ sinh cia
dan Viét. Ma d€ cé thé hiéu dugc din Viét, ching ta
khong thé khong nghién citu muc dich (di€u ho deo dudi,
nhitng vin nan ma ho da gidp, duong gip va s& gip, nhirng
ly tudng, vAn van), phuong ti€n ma ho khdm phd, 4p dung,
hay sia ddi d€ gidi quyé&t van dé, dé truy tim muc dich
(phuong phap luin), cach biéu td (ngdn ngi, van chudng,
nghé thudt), tim tinh cfing nhu 18i suy tu (ludn 1y hoc), 161
cau tao va diéu hanh xa hoi (trat tw, k€t ciu) cling nhu khét
vong va hy vong (ton gido, cta ho. Chi khi nao ching ta
nim vitng nhitng khia canh cda th€ sinh Viét, ching ta méi
¢6 thé xdc tin vé mot nén Viét triét.
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Hiéu tri€t hoc nhu 13 modt nén tri€t ly nhan sinh
(philosophy of life), chiing ta ¢6 thé néi, Viét tri€t 13 mot
két tinh clia nhitng muc dich chung clia din Viét; Viét triét
phdn tinh vé nhitng 16i gidi quyé&t van dé cha dan Vié;
Viét tri€t 1a nguyén 1y hay tinh thAn huéng din va ndi két
ho; Viét tri€t dung nhitng bi€u tugng, ngdn ngit va nghé
thu4t chung dién dat tim tinh chung cia din toc; va Viét
tri€t 1a linh hon clia nudc Viét. Néi nhu thé khong sai, song
c6 vé qia tréch thugng, va tréng rdng, bdi vi chiing ta sé&
héi, vay thi Viét tri€t 12 cdi gi ? Lam sao ching ta nhin ra
n6? Va c¢6 thit 1a Viét tri€t bao gém nhitng cong ning trén
khoéng?

Trong Viét Triét Ludn Tdp, ching tdi ¢§ ging di ki€m
nhifng gidi dap cho nhitng ciu hoi trén. Nhitng gidi ddp nay
chi ¢6 hiéu luc néu ching phdn dnh dudc cdi céng tinh cia
dan Viét; n€u chiing xay trén céng cdm clia ngudi din; néu
chiing néi 1én dugc tinh chdt céng théng va trong cong lgi
trong phuong thé€ gidi quyét. N6i cich khdc, nhitng quan
niém nhu Viét dao, Viét linh, Viét hon, Viét 1y... biéu ta
nhitng dic tinh chung, khit vong chung, méng udc va 1y
tudng chung, ciing nhu cdch bi€u t3, va phudng thé& gidi
quyét van dé thudng tha'y ndi dan Viét. Song, chiing t6i ¥
thifc ring, bat ci mdt cAu gidi ddp ndo ciing chi ¢é tinh
céch giai doan, bdi 1& th€ sinh Viét ludn trong mdt qua
trinh bi€n ddi, thing ti€n mot cach bién chitng (hay siéu
viét bién ching). Va nhu thé€, ngay ca nguyén 1y séng cling
bi€n ddi, tuy mot cich chdm chap, v sdu xa nén it khi
nhan ra.
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Trong pham vi clia phdn din nhip ndy, tdc gid chi trinh
bay mét cich gidn Iugc bdn chit va cdng ning cda Viét
triét nhu trén. Tuy vy, ndi diy can phdi 1am sing td mot
vai vin dé, dé doc gid c6 thé thdy ngay su dic thu cha
Viét tri€t. Nhu ching t6i ¢4 néi, Viét triét 1a k&t tinh tir thé
sinh Viét, 12 nguyén Iy huéng din con ngudi Viét, 1a tinh
thin biu ti tim linh Viét, van van. Khi nhdn manh dén
tAm linh, tinh thin, th€ sinh Viét, ching t6i mudén nhin
manh dén tinh chit cd biét, va phd qudt twong ddi cia Viét
tri€t. Khac vdi tri€t hoc Hy lap, va nhit 12 nén tri€t hoc
cin dai titng c6 tham vong xAy dung mdt nén tri thitc don
nhat, duy 1y va doc ton (con goi 1a khoa hoc théng hop,
unified science), Viét triét khong phai 14 mot nén triét 1y
dit trén mot nén tdng sidéu hinh vuot khdi khong gian va
thdi gian Viét. Do d6, Viét triét khong mang tinh chi't phd
qudt va t&t y€u cho toan nhan loai. N6 chi mang lai ¥ nghia
cho ngudi Viét, va nhitng sic dan c6 mot thé sinh twong tu.
Thit téi, Viét tri€t mang tinh chit thuc dung, va khong hoan
toan chu trong téi 1y thuyé&t. Mang tinh chit thuc dung bdi
vi tri€t 1y trudc hét 13 mot cong cu ding d€ gidi quyét
nhitng van nan thyc tién, lién hé truc ti€p t6i nhin sinh.
Pao dic, quy ludt (phong tuc tip qudn) la nhiing phucng
tién gidi quy€&t nhitng khé khin xung dot phdt xult wr viéc
phin chia rudng dat, gia tai, cong 19i; tif nhitng xung kich
tinh cdm va nhu cau ciia dai gia dinh, van van.*® Tuong tu,

“® Pay ciing 1a mot 1y do tai sao ngudi Viét chip nhan quan niém coi
dao ddc nhu 1a cdn bdn clia gia dinh, xd hdi; mdt quan niém cin bin
ciia Nho hoc: “Tu thin, té gia, tri qudc, binh thién ha.” Pai Hoc,
chuong 1.
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ton gido din gian ciing dugc hiu theo mot nghia thuc dung

nhu trén. Sy lién hé mat thi€t giita thdn thdnh v con
ngudi, y hét nhu sy twong quan giita con ngudi, dugc xay
dung trén mét ludn 1y thuc dung “cé thuc méi vuc dugc
dao,” va mot pham tri tuong quan “gan chia goi But bing
anh.” Sau nifa, Viét tri€t, nhu 1a mot nguyén 1y sinh tdn,
khong thé theo nguyén ly ddng nhit, khong mau thuln,
hay triét tam tiing dudc dp dung trong tri€t hoc Tay
phuong. Viét tri€t phdn dnh 161 séng tdng hgp: bat cit 1y
thuy€t gi, bat ct phuong th€ nao, néu gitip con ngudi dat
t6i muc dich sinh ton, phat trién va ti€n bo déu c6 thé dugc
chdp nhin. Pay 1a mot 1y do tai sao tam gido c6 thé dong
nguyén. Day ciling 1a mot 1y do gidi thich su phat sinh clia
cdc dao phdi Cao Pai va Hoa Hio, va nhiéu ton gido tudng
.

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Qud Trinh Viét Triét



Trin Vin Poan 34

&. TUONG LAI VIET TRIET

Piém quan trong ma ching tdi nhin manh noi diy, d6
12 mot su tdng hdp cla cdc phudng thé, ciing nhu nhitng
quan diém v& cudc song (nhdn sinh quan) khong trén ly
thuyé&t song chi c6 thé xdy ra trong thwc hanh, va dugc
huéng din bdi ba muc dich can bidn cia nhin sinh: sinh
tdn, phat trién va ti€n bd. Nhu th€, su tong hgp nay khong
theo mot nguyén tic, hay phuong phdp c¢6 dinh. N6 bi dnh
hudng bdi nhitng di€u kién ngoai tai ciing nhu ndi tai.
Nhitng diéu kién ngoai tai nhu dia 1y, thién tai, kinh t&,
ngoai xam... ¢ thé da c6 sin tu lau doi, ciing c6 thé bat
chgt, thudng 1am déo 16n 16i suy tu, va nhét la cdch song
clia ching ta. Tuong tu, nhitng di€u kién ndi tai nhu sy
bién ddi tinh cam, tri thic (v6i sy trudng thanh, véi sy ti€n
bo trong nén gido duc), sy thay di cla 161 song, vin vén,
ciing 4nh hudng mot cich siu ddm (i sy tdng hgp ndy.
N6i mot céch khéc, tuy ludn ludn dit sy sinh ton, sy phat
trién cla cudc sdng, su ti€n bd cla con ngudi lam muc
dich, con ngudi Viét hi€u sinh tén, phét trién va ti€n bd
theo nhiéu nghia khdc nhau, cling nhu ddnh gid vai tro, thd
tw clia ching khong theo mot nguyén tic c6 dinh. Trong
thdi loan ly, bi xAm luge, chii thuyét di qudc duge coi nhu
12 nén ting, va phuong phdp ddu tranh dudc coi nhu 1a mot
phuong tién hitu hi€u nhdt (trung quén 4i qudc). Trong thoi
hoa binh, tinh thin tuwong thin tuong 4i va 161 s6ng hoa
ddng (nhan 4i, hoa hop) lai thudng dude trong vong va
nang lén hang dao difc. Trong mdt thdi dai hon mang, loan
thé, ngudi Viét c6 thé dp dung tat cd moi bién phdp, cho
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dd d6i nghich, mau thuin; cling nhu ¢ thé cling mot lic
theo nhi€u 1y thuyé&t hoan toan khic biét. Trong khi thu
nhan, ho lai trong vin chuong, trong nghé thuat, trong 181
s6ng tao nhin mic khdch. N6i tém lai, ching ta c6 thé néi
tuy theo nhitng di€u kién ngoai tai va ndi tai, ngudi Viét
thay ddi hay cdu tao mot th€ sinh. Viét tri€t phin tinh, va
bi€u t4 mot thé sinh nhu vdy. Né6i cach khic, néu mbi mot
th& sinh 12 mot tdng hdp clia mot giai doan, va néu mdi
nén tri€t hoc 12 bi€u t4 clia giai doan nay, thi khong thé c6
mdt nén tri€t hoc vinh hiing ki€u todn hoc, hay thin hoc
trung c6 »

Hiéu nhu vy, sit mang clia Viét tri€t khong chi phin
tinh nhitng nén tri€t hoc trudc, ma con truy tim nhitng khé
khin cda cdc thé sinh trudc, va cung vdi nhitng khoa hoc
khic, di tim nhitng phuong th& hitu hiéu, d€ c¢6 thé dwa ra
nhitng gidi ddp xdc ddng, hitu hiéu hon. Mot cich cu thé,
s mang ctia Viét tri€t trong giai doan hién dai bao gdm
(1) phdn tinh, truy tAm nhitng vaAn nan cta xa hoi Viét; (2)
phé binh d€ c6 thé phat hién nguyén nhan cin bin cda su
kho khan, tinh cdch thu déng (inertia) ctia x4 hoi, cling nhu
nhitng hinh thdi khi&n ngudi dan Viét khong thé tu phat
hién nhitng nan gidi nay; va (3) tim nhitng phuong thé hitu

“ Mot s6 trié't gia va khoa hoc gia nhin dinh 12 ngay c4 nén khoa hoc
nghiém tic cling khong hoan toan chl truong mot nén tri thitc tuyét
d6i. Tai Phdp, ta thi'y Gaston Bachelard, Georges Canguilhem, Michel
Foucault, va trudng phdi hiu hién dai (postmodernisme). Trong khi tai
Bic My, v6i Thomas Kuhn, Richard Rorty, vdn vin. Xin xem Michel
Foucault, Archéologie du Savoir (Paris: Gallimard, 1968); Thomas
Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolution (Chicago: Chicago
University Press, 1961).
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hiéu lau dai va quing bac d€ gidi quy€t nhiing van nan da,
duong va sé xdy ra. Néi cdch khic, cdc phuong th€ ma
Viét tri€t dua ra phai mang tinh ch&t nguyén 1y, chif khong
chi thuin tdy cong cy ma thdi.

Viét tri€t do d6, d€ c6 mot chd ding trong lich st cla
dan Viét, va cla nhin loai, phdi hoan thanh nhitng st
mang cta din Viét va clia nhin loai. Thi nhat, Viét tri€t
phdi tim ra nhitng cdng tinh (cong cdm, cOng thong, cong
dong, cong 1gi, cong ich, vin vin) cia din Viét, cling nhu
nhitng vAn nan cin ban cia dan Viét va nudc Viét (su vong
than, tha héa, vat héa trong xa hoi hién dai; su séng con
trong cudc tranh ddu cho mi€ng com manh do, cho sy ddc
lap clia di't nuGc; sy khing hodng ddp v3 nhitng cong tinh
cling nhv nhitng gid tri cda ching, hu v6 chi nghia, vin
van). Thi dén, Viét triét phdi cong tdc v6i nhitng khoa hoc
khéc dé€ tim ra (1) cach phét hién va gidi ddp vdn nan; (2)
cach th€ biéu td dién dat cong tinh, cong cdm; (3) nhitng
bang gid tri chung d€ bdo ddm sy sinh ton, dé phdt trién,
va ti€n bo. Ti€p theo, chi khi ndo nhitng gidi phdp ma Viét
triét dua ra c¢6 thé gidi quy€t mot cach thda ddng - hay it
nhat, nguyén ly clia né khong sai -, thi lic bdy gid Viét
triét mdi c6 thé€ dugc chdp nhin nhu Viét dao. Tudng tu,
chi khi nao Viét tri€t c¢6 thé bi€u td dugc cdi cong tinh, cdi
cbng cdm, va cong thong, thi lic bay gid mdi cé thé dudc
ch&p nhan nhu Viét hdn, Viét linh. Va 1& di nhién, chi khi
nao nhitng bang gid tri Viét tri€t d€ nghi c6 tdc dung trong
cOng viéc bdo ton va phat huy xa hoi Viét, thi lic Ay mdi
¢6 thé dugc coi 13 cin ban clia ludn thudng dao 1y ciing
nhu phép luit Viét. Sau ciing, Viét tri€t chi c6 th€ c¢6 mot
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chd ding vitng chai trong cong ddng ciia ri€t hoc thé gidi,
n€u nd, hay néu cdc i€t gia Viét ¢ thé cdng hi€n cho
nhin loai nhitng nguyén 1y, phuong phdp hay nhitng gidi
ddp hitu hiéu c6 tinh cach phd quat va lau dai.

Trong tic phim Le Méme et I’Autrui, gido su Vincent
Descombes clia Pai Hoc Paris da xdc quyét vé tri€t hoc
Phdp nhu sau: “Tri€t hoc Phdp 12 mot nén tri€t hoc duge
dién dat bing Phdp ngit, ddu ring tri€t hoc nay ban vé tu
tuéng Hy Lap, La-tinh, Anh, hay Bitc.”° C6 1& nhidu ngudi
khong hin hai long v6i 181 dao to biia 16n, v cudi mii céi
t0i tham lam cia Descombes. Song, chiing ta ciling nén
thong cdm véi dng, dirng nén “cudi ngudi hom trude, hom
sau ngudi cudi.” B&i 1&, ching ta cling déng bénh ddng
thuyén véi ho: cdi bénh tu ti, va tu ngao. Tri€t hoc Phap
hién duong bi gi6i triét hoc Puc, va gidi triét hoc diing Anh
nglt chdn dp. Pi€u ma Descombes hin ¥ thifc & rang va
dau s6t, d6 1a tri€t hoc Phdp hién dai n€u khong cé nhitng
ong t6 ngudi Pitc va Ao nhu Immanuel Kant, Georg F. W.
Hegel, Karl Marx, Friedrich Nietzsche, Edmund Husserl,
Martin Heidegger, Sigmund Freud, Ludwig Wittgenstein,
s& chdng con gi ngoai nhitng 15i ba hoa rdng tué&ch.”!
Ching t6i ciing y thic nhy thé. Néu gat bd t4t cd moi tr
tudng “ngoai lai” nhe Tam Gido, Kitd gido, vd cdc nén
tri€t hoc Au MY, - nhu mdt s8 tri thitc qud khich chii truong
-, thi Viét tri€t ¢6 1& chi con 12 mdt cin 1éu hoang ma thoi.

% Xin tham khdo Vincent Descombes, Le Méme et I’Autrui (Paris:
Minuit, 1979), phan Din nhap.
*! Vincent Descombes, sdd., phin Din nhip.
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Thé nén, ching t6i chd truong, ching ta cé 1& ciing nén
tham lam déi chiit, chip nhan ring bit c ngudi Viét nao,
cho di dung ti€ng nudc chi, hay vié€t vé bat ci nén triét hoc
g, cling dwong trén con dudng xiy dung Viét tri€t. Va bat
cf ai, ding ngbn ngit gi vi€t vé Viét tri€t, ciing di va
duong gép cdng vao tda nha Viét tri€t. Hi€u nhu vay,
nhitng cong trinh cda Tran Pic Thio, Trin Thdi Pinh, Lé
T6n Nghiém, Cao Vin Luén, TrAn Vin Hi€n Minh, Trin
Vin Toan, Phan Pinh Cho, Paul Cadiére ciing nhu nhiéu
hoc gié tai Vién Tri€t Hoc Ha Noi va tai cdc dai hoc tai
Viét Nam, titc nhitng vi chuyén vé tri€t hoc hay thin hoc
va ton gido T4y phuong, cling phdi dugc chdp nhan nhu 1a
nhitng vién gach déng gép vao cdng viéc xay dung tda nha
Viét tri€t. Tuong ty, nhitng cong trinh nghién ciu vé cdc
ton gido, cdc ¥ hé nhu Phat hoc, Pao hoc, th“;ng hoc, Pao
dan gian, Pao Cao Pbai, Pao Hoa Hio cling nhu cdc ly
thuyét tri€t hoc Au My ciing phai dudc cong nhan nhu 1a
nhilmg vién gach, nhiing miu sic t6 di€m, lam ngdi
nhaViét tri€t cang virng chic, cAng hap dan.
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