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1. VONG THAN VA QUE HUONG

Chiing ta tirng kiéu hanh vé mot nén vin héa Viét. Thé
nhung, khi dugc hdi d&n, hoic khi dugc yéu cdu trinh bay
van héa clia minh cho ngudi ngoai qudc, chiing ta thudng
ling ta ling ting, khong thé trd 15i; hay n€u c6 thé, thi
cling chi mdt cdch ham hd. Phai thyc tim ma xét, ching ta
méi cdm nghiém, chd chua hoan toan y thic, dirng ndi la
c6 mot nén kién thdc siu rong vé chinh nén vin héa ciia
minh. Su nghéo nin vé vin héa hi€n hién ra khi ching ta
giao ti€p véi cdc nén vin héa khdc: ngdai ngdn ngit, bd do
dai ‘Lemur’(!), chi€c né6n Hué, bat biin bdo Hué&, dia chd Sai
Gon, to phd Ha Noi, hii nuéc mdm Phi Qudc, ching ta cdn
c¢6 chi d€ “mang trong di ddm nudc ngudi?”

C4i bin ciing bi d4t khd rdch 40 6m vé tu tudng cang
hién nhién hon trong lanh vuc tri€t ly. Cho d€n nay, ngay
chinh cdc nha ‘tri thdc’ nudc nha ciing khong gidm cong
nhin c6 moét nén Viét tri€t, dirng néi d&€n moét nén tri€t Iy
c6 thim mifc qudc t&€. Trén lanh vyc qudc t€, ho khiém
nhugng coi vin héa Viét chi 12 sy nhai lai nhitng ludng tu
tudng cua Hoa An,! mic dd trong nhitng ciu chuyén

! Ngay ¢4 Tran Trong Kim, mot hoc gid ddng kinh, ciing con cho ring
Viét nho ching c6 gi hon 1 sy 14p lai nén nho hoc clia Tdu: “Viy thi
n6i Nho gido & nudc Ty, tic 13 néi chung ca cdi toan thé, vi ring Nho
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thudng nhat, ho ludn kiéu hanh vé thién tai ngoai ngit, néi
ti€ng TAy “nhu TAy,” néi ti€ng M§ “hay hon M§,” va néi
ti€ng Nga, “ngay ci m4y thing Nga ciing khi€p!” cdia ho.”

gido & nudc Tau bién thién ra lam sao, thi cdc nudc kia ciing déu chiu
dnh hudng nhu vdy, chi khong thdy dau c6 phdt minh ra dudc cdi hoc
thuy€t nao khdc nita.” Nho Gido, (Sai Gon: Tan Viét, Nién ky khong
10), Ha tdp, Thién X, Nho Gido § Viét Nam, tr. 372. Hoc gid Nguyén
bang Thuc con khiém tn hon, khi tif coi minh nhv 13 d8 dé ctia HS
Thich, mic du chi gip ho Ho hai lan tai Ha Uy Di va Pai Bic. Ho
Nguyén viét: “V6i tat cd tdm 1ong bi€t on ctia mot thanh nién tri thic
Viét-nam cting cdnh ngd “Chan tr&i ldn din,” 81 nguyén theo dudi 15i
day... clia tién sinh.” L3i Gidi thiéu, trong H6 Thich, Trung Qudc Triét
Hoc Sit, Haynh Minh Piic dich (Sai Gon: Khai Tri, 1970).

? Chiing ta thudng khong d€ ¥ t6i cAu phuong ngdn “Nhat nghé tinh,
nhat than vinh,” nén hay phdn dodn sai ldm cho ring “cang d8 nhiéu
bing cdp cang tai; cing bi€t nhiéu ngdn ngif cang gidi.” C4i ndo trang
1&ch lac nay khi€n cha 6ng ching ta khuyén con cdi di hoc muc dich dé
13y bing cao, va d€ bi€t nhiu th ti€ng. Ching t6i ting dugc nghe
ngudi ta ca tung linh muc nay rat gidi, thugng toa kia ra't tai vi cdc 6ng
¢6 t6i ba hay bon bing tién s¥, hodc thong thao rt nhiéu ngdn ngi!
Nhung quéi la thay, khong thdy ai hdi dén quy vi c6 séng tdc gi, phat
minh gi, hay cong lao chi ding gid d€ ddi. Chiing t6i ciing timg c6
‘vinh du’ dudc doc ban dich Vugt Qua Ngudng Cita ciia Hy Vong (Dan
Chua xudt ban) cla Gido Chl Gioan-Phaold II do mét linh muc tién s¥,
théng thgo rdt nhiéu thi ti€ng va cu ngu tai Pc phién dich. Trong 15i
n6i dau, dich gia tuyén b 1a dng dya theo cic ban Y, Pitc, Phép, Anh
ngtt, vin van (chi thi€u ti€ng Ba Lan!) d€ chuyén sang Viét ngit. Chi
can doc vai doan, doc gid nhin ra ngay 1 bdn dich ddy nhing sai ldm
cdn bdn nhu chua thdu trigt ndi dung, hiéu sai vé ngon ngiz, ditng néi
dén cdch ding chit nghia do6i khi rat cdi ludng, va thudng thi 51 tim
khé hi€u. L&i dich “bdc ngii” clia 6ng gay ra nhiéu hi€u ldm tai hai.
Chiing t61 dodn, nhiéu ngudi c¢6 1& dwa vio ban dich nay nén di hiéu
ldm y cla Gido chd Gioan-Phaold II, trong doan ngai néi vé& Phat
gido. Thi€t nghi, n€u dich gid chi cin doc ban Y ngit cho dén noi dén
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Sy tu cao ty dai ”cong hi méc xi ta bi€t cd” cling nhu tu
ti mic cdm “6ng nghé dng cdng cling nim co™ nay phin
dnh mdt sy thuc: ching ta thi€u y thitc, hay v6 y thic vé
chinh minh. V6i mot nio trang miu thudn nhu thé, chiing
ta c6 th€ hi€u dugc tinh trang voi dé ra chudt trong Viét
tri€t. Thir hdi, n€u thi€u ty thic, n€u khéng c6 mot nén
tri€t 1y chd dao, chiing ta cé thé tu vd nguc gidm hét vang
1én: ”Viét Nam trén dudng tuong lai, 1a thiéng soi toan
th& gi6i”* hay khong? Mot khi ching ta thi€u khd nang
khong trinh bay ndi tinh than, hon tdy, ngon gdc, cot 16i
clia minh, héi ring chiing ta con c6 thé tu cao tu dai nita
khong? Hay 1a ching ta phdi chdp nhan thdm kich:

“Bon ngan nidm, ta vin la ta!
TUr trong hang dé chui ra.

ch6n (6ng ting du hoc, va ddu bing tién sy tai Y), c¢6 1& 6ng c6 thé
dich ding va hay hon nhiéu. C4i 16i dao to bia 16n nay ciing thdy trong
cdc bai vi€t vé ngdn ngit Viét cia Binh Nguyén Loc. Nha vin binh dan
ndy gidm bién mdt bod tir dién Viét ngit so sdnh vdi quang 18 ngdn ngit
khdc, bao gém ti€ng Anh va ti€ng My (!), ti€ng M4 Lai, ti€ng Nam
Duong (!). (L& gi6i thi€u quing cdo trong bia sau tip Ngudn Goc Md
Lai A ciia Dan Téc Viét (Sai Gon: L4 B&i, 1971). Ho Binh chdc chua
bi€t ring, cdc ti€ng Nam Duong, Mi Lai va mot phdn Thdi va Cao
Mién ciing nim trong mot ngit tdc Ma Lai gin nhu ti€ng My, tiéng Uc,
ti€ng TAn T4y Lan, ti€ng Gia Ni Pai (viing Anh tdc)... déu thudc ngit
t6c Anh (Anglo-phone). Néi theo ho Binh , thi ngudi Viét chiing ta déu
13 thién tai vé ngdn ngit, vi chiing ta c6 thé doc dudc ti€ng Ha Noi,
ti€ng Ninh Binh, ti€ng Hué, ti€ng Sai Gon, ti€ng Vinh Long, van van.

? Hai ciu thd chim bi€m giéi nho gia thdi mat Nho (dau thé ky 20) tai
Viét Nam ctia Tran T& Xuong.

* Pham Duy, “Viét Nam,” chung khiic trong trudng ca Me Viét Nam
(Sai Gon: L4 B&i, 1967), tr. 59.
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Vuon vai miy c4i rdi ta chui vio!”
Cic ban ciing nhu i s& d& nhan ra cdi hiu qua tit y&u la,
nhu mot ngudi ‘v sdn,” ‘vo gia cu,’ tuy ‘déi rd mi€ng’ vay
ma ching ta vin vira todc miéng bai bdi “em cha, em cha”
nhv ciu 4m con mu phé Poan,’ vira ngita tay xin bét ctt
mot Iy thuyé&t ndo mot cdch rit w 1a ‘chuyén chinh.” Ching
ta ngdu nghién bt ci mot ¥ hé, hay dn gido nao, thudng
vdi mot cach vo ¥ thite ciing ‘mdt cdch rat chinh ddng va
hop 1y.” Duéi thdi d6 ho clia Ty, cdc “dai nho” clia ching
ta nhai di nhai lai kinh, si¥, thi... cia phuong Bic nhu con
trdu ngoan ngoan dé thuong clia Tran Tiéu. Tri thirc cla ho
nhét ddy cdi hoc vi chuong, nhitng van thd tréng rdng, tinh
chét phong kién, 18i t8 chifc chinh tri hd bai cia ngudi Hén,
ngudi nha Pudng, ngudi nha Minh, va ngudi Man Thanh.
Dé rdi ho hanh dién ”Vin nhu Siéu Quét vo tién Han; Thi
ddo Tung Thu thit thinh Du@ng.”7 Téi thoi Phap thudc,
gidi tri thitc clia chuing ta chi con udc vong lam thay phén,
quan d6c, dng tham d€ “i6i rugu sim banh, sdng sita bo.®
Bay gid trAu ddi ra bo, song van 1a loai sinh vat nhai lai.
Nhitng con bd bi€t néi nhai lai nhitng vin tho cila
Lamartine, Beaudelaire, Rilke; hot nhu vet nhitng cdu sdo
ngit clia Victor Hugo; va phun ra hang loat van chuong, tho
phi ‘phii 1ing sa’ diy mili bo sita. Pay 1a diém cao nhat

5 Tho cta But Tre, mot thi s§ Bic Ha, luu truyén tai HA Noi vao thsi
c4i cich ctia Nguyén Vin Linh (1990s).

8 Mot nhin vit trong S6' D6 clia Vi Trong Phung.

" Cau thd ty tdn tung tai ba clia cdc dai nho Viét nhu Lé Vin Siéu, Cao
B4 Quat, Tuy Ly Vuong, Tung Thién Vuong triéu Nguyén.

# C4u tho mia mai gidi tri thitc theo T4y cla Tran T€ Xudng.
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cla tri tué cda hhﬁ'ng ngudi ‘an nam mit’ nhu Nguyén Vin
Vinh; d6 12 ‘vinh du t8i cao’ cho nhitng ngudi ngong nghéu
ti€ng Viét nhu Tran Vin Pon’ ciing nhu nhitng ké titng
‘hanh dién’ hoc trudng Tay, trudng dAm, va ‘kiéu hanh’ vé
tai ning ‘néi ti€ng tiy hay hon ti€ng Viét’ clia ho. Va day
ding 12 sy tdi nhuc cho ngudi trf thitc Viét:
“Trén gh& ba dam ngoi dit vit,
Du6i sin 6ng ctt ngdng dau rong.”"°

Vao nhitng thé kj gin day, ching ta ciing khong ‘ti€n
bd’ dudc bao, khi gidi tri thitc a0 at chay theo vdn héa Hoa
Ky, hay vdn héa ngoai lai, coi ching nhu la di€ém tu ‘cao
nha't cia nhan loai.” Bay gi® ching ta ‘giéi’ vi thong thao
ti€ng M, Nga, Tau... hon ti€ng me dé. Biy gid ching ta
‘khén,” vi thudc long lich s, dia Iy cia My, cla Nga, clia
Tau, va quén bing lich si clia minh, ciing chdng bi€t ménh
d&t chit S nim & dau. Hoi xua cha dng ching ta thudc long
Ti# Thu, Ngii Kinh, thi hdm nay ching ta ciing ndm long
Hitu Thé va Hu V6, Tu Ban Lugn'' .. N6i tom lai, cdi thude
do ludng tri tué khong con la chit ném, lich st Viét, hay
van héa Viét, ma 13 nhitng ti€ng liu lo, si s& khé hiéu, la

? Mot tudng lanh ctia Pé nhit Cong Hoa, tuy vy mang qudc tich Phép.
Trin Vin Don ndi ti€ng vi n6i tiéng Viét ngong nghéu, thich nhdy dim
va 13 nhin vit then chét trong vu ddo chinh ldt d8 chinh quyén Ngo
DPinh Diém (11. 1963).

1 Tho cham bi€m ctia Tran T€ Xudng.

' 1& df nhién 1 ching ta nén hoc nhitng tic phim trén, song khong
phai vi ching tr Tau hay cta xa hdi chi nghia, hay cia Tay, nhung
chinh vi ching 12 nhitng kinh dién ciia nhdn logi, va la gia sdn clia moi
ddn téc, y hét nhu Thanh Kinh, Kinh Koran, hay cédc kinh dién cda
Plato, Aristotle, Dante, Goethe, Shakespeare, Truyén Kiéu, van van.
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tai, nhitng tu tudng la hodc, nhitng trang thu muc ké khai
hiing ha sa s6 cdc sich ngoai ngit... trong khi viét vé
nhitng vAn dé céia Viét Nam.'” Nhitng ngudn liéu si hoc

2 Chiing t6i ting dugc ‘han hanh’ doc nhiéu ‘ludn 4n’ do ngudi Viét
viét vé& Viét hoc, dua vao nhitng tai liéu cda nhitng 6ng lang bam tdy,
nhitng ngudi ma chi sau mdt chuyén du lich nuéc Nam, va khdng hi€u
ti ndo vé ngdn ngit, phong tuc, tip quin ngudi Viét, di sdn xuit ra
nhitng bai viét trudng giang dai hdi vé ngudi Viét, va vé vin héa Viét.
Thi du hai tip sdch ciia Pietro Gheddo vé su xung dot giita Cong gido
va Phit gido tai Viét Nam: Cattolici e Buddhisti nel Vietnam, (Milano:
Valecchi, 1968), va Corrado Pizzinelli, Vietnam (Milano: Pan Edirice,
1981). Pizzinelli cho 1a nguti Viét khat mau da man, vi “di diu cling
nghe thidy nhitng cdu “udng mdu in thé, hay “giét, gi€t!” (ir. 136-137).
Ong cd quyét: “Io sono sempre rimasto stupito nel constatare con
quanta frenesia un Vietnamita parlasse di morte o di “chiet”: cadaveri.
Ogni volta che ne parlava ho sentito fluire in loro come una specie di
energia o di orgasmo sanguigno, nero come la loro funebre lacca, e
negli occhi palpitare una malefica esaltazione....” (tr. 137). Chi can
chd y dén tac gid vi€t chit chét sai thanh “chiet,” rdi gidi thich bdy 1a
“x4c” (cadaveri), chiing ta bi€t ngay dng 12 mdt lang bam chinh hiéu.
Th& nén viéc 6ng cho ngudi Viét néi dé€n mdu thi ddy nghi luc
(energia) va say thd hoan lac (orgasmo) chi 14 do 6¢ twdng tugng cda
ong. Tac gid quén, hay chi bi€t mot ma khong bi€t hai: Ciu “uéng mau
in thé” phat xud't tf vin héa Hoa; Giét ké thu thi & dau, & xa hoi nao,
vi ngay cd trong ton gido nio, ma chd c6, nhit 1a ndi chi€n trudng.
Ping Yaweh clia Do Thdi gido (Cyu Udc), cling ‘khdt mdu’ khong
kém Ngai Allah ctia Hoi gido. Cdc than thinh trong th€ gidi Hy Lap
ciing ‘khat mau’ khong kém céc vi thdn & Phi chiu. Ngay tip Vietnam
- A History - The First Complete Account of Vietnam at War cla Stanley
Karnow (Viking Press, New York, 1983), tuy ‘bdt mi’ khd nhiéu “thAm
cung bi st,” va tuy tuong d6i khach quan, vin pham mdt s8 16i cin ban
vé vin héa Viét, ciing nhu vé tdm 1y clia ngudi Viét. Thi du khi
Karnow phin loai cdc nha khdng chi€n theo pham trit nhi nguyén cia
T4y phuong, ghép Phan Boi Chiu vao “phdi bdo hoang cyc doan”
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vé Viét hoc tir Ba L&, Pong Kinh, Bic Kinh, Yale,
Harvard, Michigan, hay Thu Vién Qudc Hoi My c6 gid tri
‘gdp boi’ nhitng bai hoc s6ng dong cla ngudi Viét trong xi

n « 1 13
hoi cia minh.

(radical monarchist), trong khi Phan Chu Trinh thuéc phdi “ti€n bo”
(progressive element) chii truong “ddn chi hién dai” (modern
democracy) va tir bé quan ni€m hoang tdc (royalism) (sdd., tr. 110),
ong quén ring nguoi Viét ddt gid tri di qudc trén trung qudn. Hai cu ho
Phan 13 nhitng nha 4i qudc, va ho sdn sang chdp nhin bit ci ché 4o
chinh tri ndo (din chd hay quin chd) néu c6 thé gidi phéng da't nudc,
dem lai no 4m cho nhén dan. Pay 14 1y do tai sao hai cu c6 thé cong
tic chung trong viéc ¢8 dong phong trio Pong du; cu Phan Chu Trinh
chip nhin cong tic véi Cudng DE, trong khi cy Phan Boi Chau chdp
nhédn 18i quan-dan chd nghi vién (ctia Nhit vd Anh). Chi trong mach
vin ctia tinh thdn 4i quéc, ching ta méi c6 thé hi€u dugc tim trang clia
Nguy&n Du, Nguyén Coéng Tr&, Nguyén Trudng To, Cao Bd Quit,
Trudng Vinh Ky, Huynh Tinh Cla, D& Chiéu, van vin.

13 Chiing ta thdy khd nhiéu ngudi ngoai qudc di sdu vao trong xa hdi
Viét d€ nghién citu, song gi6i tri thic chiing ta xem ra chi thich mo
mdm céc thu vién ciia ho. Pay 1a 1y do tai sao cho du khong hai long
vdi hoc gid ngoai qudc, ching ta vin phdi cong nhin 13 chua c6 mdy
tdc pham ciia hoc gid Viét c¢6 thé canh tranh dudc véi bd Croyances et
pratiques religieuses des Vietnamiens (Paris: S.E.I., 1958) clia Léopold
Cadiére, hay clia cic hoc gia clia Vién Vién Pong Bdc C8. Hai tap
sich Nguon Géc Ma Lai cia Ddn Téc Viét Nam (sdd), cling nhu Lot
Trdn Viét Ngit (Sai Gon: Ngudn Xua, 1971) clia Binh Nguyén Loc,
déng ti€c, chi 1a nhitng c6p nhit nhitng tai liéu vé so hoc, ngit hoc cla
Vién Vién Pong Bic C3; ma chép lai mot cdch hdn don, thi€u hé
théng,véi nhitng gidi thich ddu Ngd minh S&. Ly do chinh cida sy thi€u
s6t ndi cdc hoc gid Viét nay, d6 chinh 1a sy viéc ching ta khong dugc
huan luyén nghién cttu mdt cich khoa hoc vé cdc bd moén ma chung ta
vi€t (nhv St, Khio c¢d, Ngit hoc, Xa hdi hoc, vin van). Pa s6 ching ta
tv md mim nhiéu hon (nhy trudng hgp ctia Binh Nguyén Loc, Nguyén
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Trong mét tim thic ‘tha héa’ nhw viy, triét Iy dugc
‘nhdp cdng’ mot cdch én 2o vao Viét Nam. Nhitng 1an gié
‘hién sinh’ clia Jean Paul Sartre, Albert Camus, Martin
Heidegger, Friedrich Nietzsche; nhitng m6t tu tudng ‘tAn
thoi la doi’ clda Francois Sagan, Simone de Beauvoir;
nhitng tAm tu ‘siéu vi€t’ cha Sri Aurobindo, Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, Daisetz Teitaro Suzuki... thAim nhip vao
ndo trang clia gidi tri thitc Sai Gon d€ rdi sdn xudt ra hang
loat ‘tri€t gia’ véi nhitng tic phdm ‘siu thim’ nhu HE'
Thdm Tu Tudng, Mdt Troi Khéng Bao Gio Moc, Im Ling
HE Thdm... nhitng ‘kiét tic’ ma ngay cdc chuyén gia tri€t

Bat Tuy, Nguyén Ping Thuc, Nguyén Vin Tho, vin van). Ching tdi
nhé lai mot “tri€t gia® tré (lic d6), vdi nhitng tip sdch vi€t bing thdi d6
kénh kiéu va ngdn ngit kich c¢8m in tai Sai Gon vao cudi tdp nién
1960s. T4c gid 14p lai nhitng ngdn t¥ 51 tim clia Heidegger, Nietzsche
ma 6ng khong hi€u. Anh thich diing sdo ngit, tr thdi phdng cho minh
khong nhitng tuong duong ddi thoai v6i nhitng nha t twdng vi dai nay,
ma con ty cho minh 12 ngudi phit minh nhitng tv tudng mdi la chua ai
timg kham phd trudc, va ddi vdt Plato, Descartes, Kant, Heidegger...
vao sot rdc (trong tdp Y Thitc Mdi trong Vin Nghé va Triét Hoc). Rbi
nha tri thifc nay trich hang loat ngoai nglt nhw Dic ngit, Hy lap, Phan
ngd... Ti€c 1a ngay chi c¢6 chép lai ma vin cdn chép sai! Tuy ‘thdn
phuc’ sy ‘c6 ging’ ctia anh, chiing t6i cling hdi lo. Mot khi thi€u mét
phudng phdp va tinh than khoa hoc, mot khi chi bi€t cép nhit, cdc bai
Vi€t s& thi€u nghiém tic, va ching ta d& dang v dodn. Ching t6i cling
nhd lai mot vi gido su tri€t hoc, tirng 13 khoa trudng tai Sai Gon, véi
nhitng tdc phim bt chudc (mdt cich vo ¥ thic) ¥ ndi dung t6i ngdn
ngit cia Sartre. Sau nim 1975, 6ng ‘thd t6i° (v d8 tdi - mdt cdch oan
udng - cho mét s& gido su ban hitu) da 14y tri€t hoc hién sinh 1am cong
cu phuc vu ‘d€ qudc M§’ phd hoai vin héa Viét. Nhitng bai viét nhu
viy khong déng gép dudc chi vao viéc khai quit cling nhu phét trién
kho tang vin hda Viét.
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hoc nin 6c¢ ciing khong thé hi€u. Tuong tu nhu cdc nha tri
thic tai Thugng Hai va Bic Kinh,'* ching ta cling ton thg
Mao Trach-Dong, Ivan Vladimir Lenin, Josif Stalin nhu 1a
nhitng t tudng ‘vi dai’ nhi't clia nhin loai, ma cdc ‘dai thi
hao’ dudc 1énh thd lay hon cha hon me ho."” Khi da khd
mét mdi vdi nhitng cdu the vin tréng réng, ching ta lai d6
s6 vao nhitng tu twdng ‘sau xa’ khdc, vdi nhitng dai ludn vé
cdc kinh dién Bhagavad-gitas, Upanisads, Vedas, Sutras,
van vAn, véi nhitng ciu sao lai Pham ngit, Pali ma ngay
nhitng ngudi viét ciing chép sai vi khong hiéu, va khong
phan biét ndi.'® Ching ta hanh huong tan Tay Tric,’ song

4 Nhu thdy trong Cdch Mang Vin Héa Trung Hoa (1966-1976). Cdc
nha tri thitc Tau d3 gép tay vio viéc than héa ho Mao vao nhitng nim
1960. Xin xem John King Fairbank, China, A New History (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1992), tr. 405. Cdc nha van héa ldp lai nhitng
chi thi ciia T nhdn bang, nhit 12 Giang Thanh. Ho cii ddu chdp nhan
sy tryc ti€p ki€m séat sinh hoat vdan héa cla nhém Giang Thanh,
Vuong Hong Vén. Xin tham khio thém Hong Yung Lee (Ly Hong
Vinh), The Politics of the Chinese Cultural Revolution: A Case Study
(California: U. of California Press, 1978), va William A. Joseph,
Christine P.W. Wong, and David Zweig, New Perspectives on the
Cultural Revolution (Council of East Asian Study, Harvard University,
1991), ciing nhu Immanuel C.Y. Hsu, The Rise of Modern China
(Hongkong: Oxford University Press, 1983), tr. 691-710.

15 Thd ctia T6 Hitu, mot nha thd c6 biét tai vé nghé thuat ninh hét cdc
linh tu cla nhitng d& qudc timg ngdi trén ddu trén ¢ nudc Viét nhu
T4u, Nga. Ong khéc thuong Lenin, phung thd ho Mao, t6n vinh thin
twgng khat mau Stalin: “Con diu 1ong tén dit Xit Ta Lin,” van vén.

1 Duong Ngoc Diing phé binh mot s8 tic gid trong nhém Giao Pi€m.
Xin xem Duong Ngoc Diing, Nhdn Dinh cdc Tri Thitc Phdt Gido trong
nhém Giao Piém Hoa Ky (Cambridge, 1996), tr. 128, 142-143.
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quén ring ching ta vAn con tha huong ciu thuec. Chiing ta
van chua nhan ra dugc gid tri cin ban clia que, cla huong,
va chiing ta giéng nhw ngudi di huwong cia Camus,'® tir cim
thdy lac loai trong chinh 10ng dat cda minh. Pén bao gid
ching ta m&i thAim nhuin dugc ciu ca dao sdu sic “Ta vé
ta tim ao ta; D trong di duc ao nha vin hon?’'® P&n bao
gis chiing ta mdi thAim thia dugc ciu k&t ludn rat v 13 triét
1y “Phi 6ng xin d8i ndm sbi, Bom cudi” ma chung ta tiung
thudc 1ong 6t thdsi thd 4u?™"

Khong cin phdi néi, chiing ta di nhdn ra, diy la mot
tinh trang tha hdéa, cang ngay cang vong than, ddnh mat
hin ty thifc ciia toc, clia dong, clia giéng. Y hét nhu tai hoa
r6i vao bii cdt 1dy, ching ta (bao gém tac gid bai viét nay)
duong sa liy lin chim xuéng vuc siu cta thdt thife (tic
mat y thic, khac véi vo thifc va vo vi cia Lio Trudng, va

" Hoang Sy Quy, “Hanh Huong Tiy Triic M6i,” trong Phuong Péng,
$6 6 (1971), tr. 483-489; s6 12, (1972), tr. 467-471); s6 14 (1972), tr.
126-132.

'8 Albert Camus, L’Etranger (Paris: Gallimard, 1957).

' Chit qué huong ctia ta hay hon ¢é huong cia Tau. Qué (c6 1&) doc
trai tf “Quy.” Quy wic rd vé, nhv quy nguyén, quy y, quy thuin, quy
thién, quy tién, quy héa, vin vin. Ta thdy nghia chit qué nay trong qué
quin, qué ndi, qué ngoai, qué ngudi, qué xa dit ngudi... Qué huong do
d6 ¢6 nghia 1a “trd v€ ndi chon rau cit ron,” tic trd lai cdi ban chat,
ban thé véi ban tinh Viét ciia minh. Chi¥ nha qué, qué mia, c6 1& phdt
xut tir thoi bit ddu c6 thanh thi. Ngudi Phip khong hiéu, gidi thich
chit qué nhu la “paysan,” “moins civilisé,” van van. Trong ty dién
Larousse, ching ta thdy chit “le nhaque,” “la congai,” “gai nhaque”
gidi thich theo nghia trén.

* Pinh Vin Trung, “Thing Bom trong TAm Ly cda ngudi Nong Dan,”
trong Pong Phuong (1971).

>
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ctia Thién dao), trong khi vin 4o tudng 1a ching ta nhu

“con chim phugng hoang théat khdi tro bui, bay béng vao

A [T 521
trong bau rdi sdng lan.”

2l Danh ngodn cda triét gia G. F. W. Hegel trong Die Phanomenologie
des Geistes (1807). Dua theo ban ctia H. Michel va E. Moldenhauer
(Surhkamp, Frankfurt, 1968). Ban Viét ngit do ching t6i dich s& xudt
bén trong nim téi. L3i Dan nhap.
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2. BAN CHAT CUA VAN HOA

Chiing ta biét, vin héa khong dudc “tao dung” trong
mot ngay, hay do mot ngudi, hay bdi mot tri€u dai. Ching
ta ciing ¥ thitc dugc ring vin héa khong chi bi€u tugng mot
thdi dai, mot lich stt; cing khong chi dai dién mot thé hé,
m6t ché dd, hay mot ¥ hé, hay bat c¥ mot tdn gido nio.
Vian héa 1a su k€t tinh (crystallization), chon loc
(selection), va tu thdng (Aufhebung)22 cla cdc thé€ sinh,
dugc luu truyén (tradited) va cdi bién (transformed). Do dé,
vin héa tu biéu 10 trong, qua, va bdi tit cd moi sinh hoat
ctia con ngudi, tir nghé thudt tdi khoa hoc, tir kinh t& t6i
chinh tri, tir k§ thuat t6i tu duy. Nhu 1a moét sy két tinh, vin
héa néi 1én cong thé cla dan tdc. Nhu 1 su chon loc, vin
héa tu hinh thinh qua phuong th€ s6ng, qua 16i ludn ly
chung, qua nhitng quy ludt dao ddc, qua trat ty dudc cOng
déng chip nhan va tuin theo. Nhu 1a mot tu thing, vin héa
phén 4nh sy thing ti€n, tdng hgp va thich hop cla thé sinh
hién tai v6i nhitng th& sinh ngoai tai, mdi mé, duong va s&
t6i.

2 Ty thang dich tr thudt nglt Aufhebung cia Hegel. Aufhebung bao
gbm ba nghia khdc biét - xdc dinh (affirmatio), phi dinh (negatio), va
thing ti€n (sublimatio) - song k&t hop thanh mot ur ngit d€ bidu td
mdt lich trinh ti€n héa bién chiing ma ching t6i goi 1a ty-thing hay
(hdi ty va thing ti€n). Nha bdc hoc Teilhard de Chardin ciing dung
tam-ngdn nhat-ngit quy-tu-thdng (convergence-divergence-émergence)
d€ di&n t3 lich trinh ti€n héa cta vii try qua ba giai doan quy nap hoi tu
(convergence), tich biét (divergence), va thing ti€n (émergence). Xin
xem Teilhard de Chardin, Le phénomene humain (Paris, 1955) va Le
milieu divin (Paris, 1957).
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Hiéu theo nghia nay, van héa Viét clia chiing ta biéu ta
cdi cong thé (common structure) clia xa hoi Viét; néi 1én
cong tinh (common nature) cia dan Viét; dién dat cdng
cdm (common sense) clia ngudi Viét; va phdn dnh 161 cong
Iy (common reasoning) tic 181 suy tw, ludn 1y chung cta
ching ta, trong khi di tim cdng ich, cong lgi (common
interests) cia dan toc. Cong thé, cdng tinh, cOng cdm, cdng
1y va cong I¢i nay 1€ di nhién mang tinh chat phd quét noi
ngudi Viét; va nhu th€ tach biét khoi dic tinh clia cdc dan
tdc khac.

Nhung néi nhu thé, chiing ta 14t c6 thé vip vao cdi 16i
“b& modn tda cadng” cia cha 6ng ching ta, vdi nhdn quan
thi€n can va cdi tim dia hep hoi clia con €ch ngdi dudi ddy
giéng “lun thién ha sy.” Chiing ta c6 1€ chua nhén ra ring
van héa cla ching ta ciing c6 nhitng tinh chit chung cia
nhan loai, ring chinh nhd vao sy giao ti€p vdi cdc thé sinh
khic, ma vin héa Viét méi vién viét (transcendence), mdi
tu thing bi€n thanh phong phd. Mdt cdch cu thé, chinh vi
giao ti€p vdi vin héa Hoa-An, véi nén vin minh Au-M¥
vi vdi cdc ton gido trén th€ gidi, dic biét 1a Phat gido va
Ki-t6 gido, ma vin héa Viét mang mdt tinh chit vita da
tap, vira tdng hop clia gid tri clia cdc nén vin héa va vin
minh trén. Thé nén, ching ta phdi cong nhdn 1a vin héa
Viét bao gdbm hai phin chinh, va mdt phin phy: phan chinh
thit nhat mang tinh chat c4 biét chi thd'y noi dan Viét; phan
chinh hi hai, chung véi moi dan tdc, moi van hoa; trong khi
phin phu 13 nhitng t6ng hop gan day vé t6 chic, gido duc,
vin van. B phan c4 biét cla vin héa Viét thdy trong cach
séng, trong ngdn ngl, phong tuc, trong nghé thudt, luin
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thudng dao 1y, va trong tdn gido. B6 phan chung cho toan
nhin loai li€n quan t4i tri thifc, phudng phép, k§ thuit, kinh
t€, y hoc, van vAn. Phan phu thuéc d& dang bién dang, thay
déi, trong khi phan chinh chi c6 thé bi€n ddi trong mot thdi
gian 1au dai, va khong d€ dang gi. Phan chinh bdo tdn Viét
tinh, song phin phu ti€p thu dic tinh cla cdc nén vin héa
khdc ma nhd vao Viét tinh chiing ta viét héa.

Trong mach van nay, ching ta ciing phdi chdp nhin 13,
bat ¢ nén vin héa nao déu ty hinh thanh trong mot qua
trinh 14u dai bing cdch tdng hgp mdt cich bién ching
(dialectical transcendence) cdc kinh nghiém duong song
vdi nhitng kinh nghiém da sng (truy€n thong). Hanh dong
t6ng hop bién chitng nay duge hudng din bdi mot niém hy
vong c6 thé gidi quyét duge khit vong va wdc vong cla
con ngudi trong tudng lai.”? Tdng hgp bién ching cu thé
trong viéc con ngudi sta kinh nghiém, lam gidu kinh
nghiém, hé théng kinh nghiém, va thing héa ching thanh
bdng gid tri nhin sinh, d€ c6 thé gidi quyét hay trinh
nhitng vAn nan da titng x4y ra trudc, va c6 thé s& phat hién
vé sau. M6t tién trinh nhu vay chinh 13 lich trinh hinh thanh
van héa theo ding nghia nhdn vin hoa thanh.** Néi cach
khédc, chinh qua sy stta d6i tu ddi nay tdi ddi khdc, ma
chiing ta cang ngdy cang 1%, cang dep, cang thdt, vi cing

B Xin xem TrAn Vin Poan, “The Dialectic of Tradition and
Modernity” (The World Congress of Philosophy, Moscow, 1993), in
trong Philosophical Review 17 (1994), sdd. tr. 129-162.

* Quan niém thdy trong Kinh Djch. Xin xem Th&m Thanh Tung,
Truyén Thong Tdi Sinh, (Pai Bic 1995). Bin dich Viét ngit do Nguyén
Tai Thu (dudng sira soan xudt bdn tai Ha Ngi), phadn Din Nhap.
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nhén hon. C4i t6t (thién), cdi dep (m§), cdi that (chén, tri
thitc) va cdi nhan (dao thanh nhin, quan tf)) cla mdi thé
sinh 12 nhitng bi&u twgng ciia nén vin héa cia the sinh nay.
Trong mdt mach vin trén, chi khi nhdn ra dugc cdi chan,
thién, m§ va dao thinh nhin trong thé€ sinh cla ngu’dl Viét,
chiing ta m&i c6 thé tv nhan ra gid tri cao qiy cla nén vin
héa cua minh, cling nhu nhin ra gid tri ndi cac nén vin héa
khac. N01 t6m lai, né€u mdi nén vin héa 1a mot sy bifu
hién clia mot thé sinh cia mot din tdc, va bat cif nén vin
héa nao ciing sinh dong mdt cich bién ching va siéu viét
qua nhitng qua trinh lich st (processes of history), thi lich
trinh nay ludn dudc cdi dao, hay con dudng chi cho chiing
ta cdi ngudn, hién th€ ciing nhv tuong lai cia ching ta
vafly.26 P6 chinh 12 cdi dao, hay tinh than, cia lich st Viét
toc vay (the logic of Viet-history).

%5 Thudng thitc hdi vi clia bat phd Ha thanh vao mia lanh (Thach Lam,
Ha Noi Ba Sdu Phd Phuong), chiém ngudng cdi thanh tao, my 1€ cla
chiéc 4o dai, thd mong véi sy tao nhd “gié dua canh tric la da” bén
dong sdng Huong, nghe “ti€ng chudéng Thién Mu,” rung 161 hdp vdi
thién nhién “tring md, trdi md trong cdnh thuc huyén mo” (Han Mic
Tt) d€ ngdm “cd cay chen 14, dd chen hoa” (Huyén Thanh Quan). Pay
néi 1én cdi my, cdi “cam” clia ngudi Viét ma bi€t bao nghé sy da dién
t4 trong cdc tic ph&m cla ho.

% Luan dé lich st cda Hegel trong hai tic phim chinh, Die
Phanomenologie des Geistes (1807), va Vorlesungen uber die
Philosophie der Geschichte (1822-23), trong G.W.F. Hegel, Werke in
zwangzig Banden, tap 3, va tip 12 (Frankfurt: Suhrkamp, 1968,1969).
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3. VIET TRIET

Cdi dao, hay con dudng, hay tinh thin cta Viét toc nay
chinh 12 Viét tri€t. Triét hoc do d6 14 mot moén hoc suy tAm
bdn chét clda vin héa; 12 mot hé thdng clia nhitng dic tinh
clia din tdc; va 1a phdn tinh v& c3 ti€n trinh hinh thanh cta
vin héa; cling nhu mét 181 t duy cho t6i cdi ngudn vé
nhitng van nan, va nhitng nguyén ly dé gidi quyét ching.
Hi€u nhu vy, Viét tri€t 12 mot sy deo dudi sy khon ngoan
(rho—codio) cia Viét toc va cia nhdn loai theo ding
nguyén nghia ciia tri€t hoc tu thdi Thales. Va hon thé nita,
Viét tri€t 12 sy truy nguyén, cling nhy truy tAim nhitng gidi
ddp 161 hiu cho nhitng van nan cla ngudi Viét va clia nhan
loai. Do d6, n6 khong tich biét khéi truyén théng triét 1y
bong phuong coi tri€t 1y nhu sy hoc quan trong nhim dén
“tu than, t€ gia, tri qudc va binh thién ha” nhu thdy trong
Bai hoc.27

Viét tri€t do vy bao gom nhiéu lanh vuc tryc ti€p hay gian
ti€p lién quan téi thé sinh Viét, téi cdi ngudn ciia ngudi Viét, tdi
tinh than Viét, t6i 18 tu duy cda dan Viét, téi cach biéu hién chung
ciia ho, téi nhitng cdm sdu, thim my, cach sdng, cich hudng thu...
ctia ho. L& di nhién, Viét tri€t dic biét chd ¥ téi nhitng vAn nan ma
ching ta di, dang, va sé gip trong tuong lai; cling nhu sy nd lyc
truy tAm nguyén Iy, nguyén tic va phuong thé d€ giai quyét chiing.
Néi mot cdch khdc, Viét tri€t bao gdm Viét linh (Viet-spirit), Viét
dao (Viet-logos), Viét Iy (Viet-logic), Viét th& hay thé& sinh Viét
(Viet-world, Viet-life-world), Viét hén (Viet-soul), Viét van (Viet-

2" Byi hoc, chuong chinh vin 1: “Pai hoc chi dao, tai minh minh dic,
tai thin dén, tai chi u chi thién...”
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literature), Viét k§ (Viet technique), Viét cadm (Viet-sense), Vi€t tinh
(Viet-nature, hay, the transcendence-force of the Viet), vin van.?®

Hiéu Viét tri€t nhu thé, ching ta s& nhin ra mot cdch d&
dang sy tuong quan bat khd phan ly cla tri€t hoc va vin
héa. Va nhu vdy, nhiém vu cla bat ¢ nha vin héa nao
cing gdm tém trong nhitng trong di€ém sau: (1) truy
nguyén, khai quat, (2) dién dat, va (3) phdt trién vin héa.
Ti€p theo, ching toi xin man phép di sdu hdn mot chit vao
nhitng 1anh vyc trén.

2 Xin tham khdo, Trin Vin Poan, The Idea of a Viet-Philosophy
(Washington D.C.: The Council for Research in Values and Philosophy,
2000). Trong tip sich c6 tinh cdch gidi thiéu cho hoc gid ngoai qudc,
va v6i muc dich dua Viét triét vao trong quy dao th€ gidi nay, ching
t61 dién dich cdc quan niém cin ban clia Viét (i€t nhu Viét linh, Viét
dao, Viét hdn, Viét 1y, Viét héa, Viét tinh, van van. Chang tdi cling cd
dong Viét tri€t trong bai “Viét Nam Tri€t Hoc” in trong Trung Qudc
Triét Hoc Pai Tir Thi, tap 5 (Pai Bic: Phu Nhian Pai Hoc xb, 2001)
(Hoa ngit).
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4. TRUY NGUYEN VAN HOA

Trong tic phdm Vit Ly T6 Nguyén, Kim Dinh ty dit ra
mot chuong trinh xay dung Viét triét” Theo tién sinh,
cong viéc cdp bach nhat vin 1a cong viéc truy tAm cdi dao
Iy uyén nguyén ctia Viét toc thdy trong vin héa c8 cha
ching ta nhu nhin thoai, thin thoai. C4i dao ly uyén
nguyén nay chinh 12 Viét hdn ma ching ta “dd ddnh mat”
tif thoi Bic thudc, ma cho téi nay vin chua tim lai dugc.>
Khong hin dong y v6i Ludng tién sinh, ching t6i thiét
nghi, Viét hon ciing nhu Viét dao chua bao gid mat. Ching
bi bi€n héa, bi€n dang, va bi dén ép vao trong chidu siu
tdm linh cia con ngudi Viét ma thoi. Mot khi chiing ta cé
th€ phd d8 cdc diéu kién ngoai tai va noi tai khién Viét
linh di héa, hay ty khép kin, hay bi d& nén, Viét hon, Viét
dao s& tdi hién. P4y 1a mot ludn dé chiing t6i 4p dung tix
tri€t hoc cla hai dai tri€t gia Nietzsche va Heidegger.’!
Péy ciling 12 mot ludn dé tiing thdy trong tu tudng clda Karl
Marx, khi nha bac hoc nay chii truong mot cude cach mang
thyc tién phd bd tat ¢ moi diéu kién khién con ngudi bi
tha héa (objectified), di héa (alienated) vi vat héa

¥ Kim Binh, Viét Ly T& Nguyén (Sai Gon: An Tiém, 1970), L&i néi
diu.

* Kim Binh, Kinh Hang Khdi Triét (San Jose: Thanh Nién Quéc Gia,
khong c6 nién ky), chuong vé nhan thoai Thin Kim Quy, tr. 210- 217.
3! Priedrich Nietzsche, Zur Genealogie der Moral (1887-8); Martin
Heidegger, Zur Seinsfrage (Pfullingen: Neske, 1965).
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(reified). 2 va day cling 1a mot ludn d& ma nha phan tim
hoc Sigmund Freud dé xudng. Theo cdc nha bic hoc trén,
ban chét chin thuc clia con ngudi, tifc nhan tinh, chi c6 thé
t4i 1ap hay tdi hién néu nhitng di€éu kién phi nhan bi loai
bd. Theo mdt phuong thic nhw ho, ching toi thi€t nghi,
khai quit vin héa Viét ddi phdi truy nguyén Viét linh;
nhung d€ c6 thé khai qut Viét linh, ching ta trudc hét
phai tim ra nguyén nhén, cic diéu kién ciing nhv 181 suy tu
gy trd ngai khi€n chiing ta khong thé phat hién Viét linh.
Va quan trong hon nifa, ching ta phdi di tim ki€m nhitng
gidi ddp cho nhitng v&n nan, nhitng gidi ddp thdy trong thé
sinh ciia ching ta (Viét th€), qua 161 suy tu clia ngudi Viét
(Viét 1y), va phét ty tAm tinh cla minh (Viét cam) ciing
nhu tdc dong bdi chinh ¥ luc clia dan Viét (Viét hén).

On Co°

Thoat tién, cOng cudc phéat quat Viét linh da dudc nhiéu
nhin s§ ¥ thic t6i. Phong trao rd v& ngudn dudng dudc cic
hoc gid tai hii ngoai nhv Vi Pinh Tric (Viét Nho),
Nguyén Ty Cudng (Viét Phat), cdc hoc gid tai Viét Nam
tai Vién Han Noém, Vién St Hoc, va Vién Triét Hoc, va
mdt sd gido su tai hai dai hoc qudc gia Ha Noi va Sai Gon
(TrAn Dinh Hugu, Phan Dai Doén, Tran Ngoc Thém) phat
d6ng, xic ti€n mot cdch rat kha quan.33 Chi c6 mdt diéu
d4ng ti€c 1a chiing ta bt diu qui mudn, va chay lach bach

% Karl Marx, Pariser Manuskript (1844) va Kritik der politischen
Okonomie (1856).

3 Xin xem chudng 1, phdn Din Nhap. Trong phan nay, ching ti da
nhic so qua vé cdc tic phdm clia cic nhén s§ trén.
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theo cdc hoc gid ngoai qudc. Su kham phé tréng ddng tai
DPo6ng Son, Hoa Binh; su tim hi€u ngudn gdc clia Viét tdc,
ciing nhu su truy tAm lich trinh phdt hién cia ngit hoc Viét,
ciing nhu clia cdc sic toc khdc; su viéc di vao chiéu siu
clia cdc huyén thoai va nhan thoai, tit cd déu rdt quan
trong, di dugc cdc hoc gia ngoai qudc, nhit 1a Phap,
nghién ctitu va di mot budc kha xa trudc ching ta. Khdng ai
c6 thé hoai nghi ching 1a nhitng chat liéu rit quan trong
giip ching ta truy tim Viét linh, Viét 1y, Viét dao... Song
di€m dang néi 1, nhitng k&t qua khdo c6, nhan ching trén
vin chi 13 nhitng gid thuy&t, nhitng buéc dd dim.>* Do ds,
chiing ta bit budc phai ti€p tuc khuyén khich cic nha khoa
hoc x4 hdi va nhan vin phét tri€n vA dio siu vao nhitng
lanh vuc nhu khdo c6, ngif hoc, lich s, vin héa... B&i vi,
néu thi€u nhitng chit liéu trung thyc, cong viéc suy tu, gidi
thich s& 1&ch lac, va chic chidn s& dnh huong t6i su phat
trién clia vdn héa Viét.

** Phai thuc tdim nhin nhin nhitng céng trinh ca cic hoc gid ngoai
quéc. Tuy thé, ching ta khdng dugc phép md quing chip nhin nhitng
k&t ludn cta ho. Thi du trong bd Croyances et Pratiques religieuses des
Vietnamiens, L. Cadiére hiéu va gidi thich cdc hién tugng ton gido Viét
theo ling kinh cla t6n gido tdy phuong, y hét nhw Paul Mus (La
Sociologie d’une guerre) dua vao 15i nhin duy 1y tir thdi Anh Sdng
(I'age des lumieres) va dua theo ¥ hé duy thuc (positivisme) cla
Augusie Comte dé gidi thich tdm tinh, cdch s6ng cia ngudi Viét.
Chiing t6i d phé binh 181 nhin “don dién” (one-dimensional) nay trong
hai bai “Mat Thé€ Luén trong Ca Dao Tuc Ngit,” va “Sinh Tt trong Nho
Gido,” in trong Thoi Piém, Tdp San Nghién Citu Van Hoc, Triét Hoc va
Thdn Hoc Viét Nam (Orange County 2000). Stta lai va s& in trong Viét
Triét Luén Tdp, Ha Tap (The University Press of Vietnam, 2001).
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On C6"Nhi Tri T4n

Mbt diém quan trong ma ching ta thudng it chd ¥, d6 1a
cong viéc truy nguyén khong phai chi 12 su hoai c8, hay
han hep vio viéc ting thém su hi€u bi&t vé cdi qud khd
ctia minh. N&u truy nguyén chi ¢6 mdt muc dich duy nhat
12 biét v& minh, mdt sy hi€u bi€t nhu vy khong mang lai
1gi ich 12 bao. C4i 1oi nhd bé va han hep trong bon bifc
tudng clia hoc vién khong gitp ching ta bi€t dugc nhitng
ki€n thitc mdi la, nha't 13 nhitng kién thitc truc ti€p v6i cude
s6ng hién dai. Song d€ c6 thé bit nhitng di€u mdi, cong
cudc 6n cd bit budc phdi duge ti€n hanh theo mot phuong
phdp va hé thong khoa hoc. Trudce hét, ching ta phdi xdc
dinh muc dich ctia cong viéc 6n c6 khong phai chi hoai cd,
hay d€ biét cdi chi méi la. Muc dich quan trong nhét cla
on c6 1a tim ra nhitng vin nan “trudng ciu” clda dan Viét;
12 @€ hoc hdi cich gidi quy&t vin dé clia cha 6ng chiing ta;
d€ sira d6i ki€n thitc ciing nhw phudng phap cii hdu c6 thé
dap dng, gidi quyét nhitng van nan dudng thdi va cd mai
sau. Thi tdi, phuong phdp 6n c6 khong chi dao bdi, nhung
con phan tich, hé thdng héa, va nhit 12 tim ra ludt tuong
quan giifa tri thifc va cudc séng, gilta nhitng van nan trong
qui khit vd nhitng vin nan hién nay, gifta cich th€ gidi
quy&t van dé cla cha 6ng ching ta va phuong thé hién dai.
N6i cdch khic, d€ c6 thé gidi quyét vaAn dé mot cdch hidu
luc, chiing ta phai bi€t, cling nhu cdi ti€n phuong céch cil.
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On C6, Tri Tén, Tri Hinh Hi¢p Nhat
NGi nhit vay, 6n c6 khong thé tri tdn, ma tri tan cling
khong th€ “tri hanh hiép nhat” n&u chiing ta thicu muc tiéu
va phuong thé khoa hoc. N6i mét cich khdc, cong cudc
truy nguy€n chi c6 ¥ nghia chinh ddng bdi vi né 1a mét
codng viéc thi€t yeu trong giai doan diu cia tién trinh xay
dung va phat tri€n vin héa nude nha. Giai doan ti€p theo
clia On ¢, tri tAn chinh 12 tri hanh. Ma d€ tri hanh, ching ta
khong thé dimng lai & cOng viéc 6n ¢§, ma con phai xic tién
ngh1en ciru xa hoi va con ngudi hién dai véi tat c3 nhitng
vAn nan tir kinh t€, t6i ton gido, tr khoa hoc t6i chinh tri, tir
tri€t hoc t6i dao dic, tir tAim 1y t6i nghé thult, vin van. Chi
c6 nhu th€, chiing ta mdi c6 thé “ngéc dau 160> hat bai
“qué huong ngao nghé;” ching ta méi hy vong “Viét Nam

qué huong da't nudc sing ngc‘fi.”36

* Tran Cao Tudng, “Ching ta phdi lam cdi gi cho Viét Nam chi.”
Di€u vin Kim Binh, (Carthage, Missouri, 3. 1997).
* Pham Duy, Trudng Ca Me Vi¢t Nam, chung khic, bdd.

Viét Triét Lugn Tap 1
Viét Nam Vin Héa Chi Pao



Trin Vin Poan 62
5. DIEN TA VAN HOA

Trong phin nay, chiing toi xin dugc ban mot cidch ngdn
gon. Thay vao di sdu vao ndi dung clia cdc 161 dién td vin
héa, chiing tdi chi phdt qua vai di€ém ctia phuong phap dién
dat, va dua ra mot vai dé nghi cu thé.

Thé nhat, dién dat van héa doi hdi mot phudng phap
gidi thich ding ddn, c6 tinh cdch khach quan, ciing nhu hgp
ly. Ti€p d€n, chiing ta phéi chuyén nghia dé nhitng ngudi
khéc ngdn ngit, xa hi, tap tuc, hay ngay gitta ngudi Viét
song khic thoi dai... c6 th€ hiéu, thAm nhép; va sau cing,
ching ta phdi quing di€n vao trong chinh th€ sinh cua
chung ta. N6i mot cach khic, di€n td vin héa Vi€t bao
gdbm ba phdn chinh: gidi thich (bao gdbm dién tid (ars
explanandi) va dién dat (ars exphcandl) chuyén nghia (ars

interpretandi) va thdng dién’’ (hermeneutics theo nghia
ctia Heidegger va Gadamer, con dugc ngudi TAu dich 1a

*7 Ti€ng thong dién (dich tir Hermeneutics) titng dugc Hoang S§ Quy
va nhat1a Lé Ton Nghiém (Heidegger trudc Sy Phd Sdn ctia Tu Tudng
T4y Phuong, Sai Gon: La B6i, 1970) st dung, va duge Vi Kim Chinh
dwa vao trong bo Tix dién Thdn hoc Tin Ly (Pai Bic: Quang Khdi xb,
1997). Hermeneutics ciing dugce dich 1a chuyen thich ludn hay chuyén
thich hoc. D& c¢6 mot cdi nhin dai qudt v& thong dién, xin tham khdo:
Hans-Georg Gadamer, Wahrheit und Method - Grundzige einer
philosophischen Hermeneutik (Tubingen: Mohr, 1960); Paul Ricoeur,
The Conflict of Interpretation: Essays in Hermeneutics. Bdn dich cia
Don Ihde (Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 1974); Richard
Palmer, Hermeneutics (Evanston: Northwestern University Press,
1969); Karl Otio Apel, chb., Hermeneutik und Ideologiekritik
(Frankfurt: Suhrkamp, 1973).
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chuyén thich hoc). Noi diy ching t6i chi xin néi tém tit
phuong phédp thong dién theo hai tri€t gia Heidegger va
Hans-Georg Gadamer ma thoi.

C6 nhitng vdn ban (texte) ma mot 16i gidi thich thong
thudng dya theo ngif hoc, lich si¥, khdo c6 (exegesis) khong
th€ phat huy cong ning dugc. Thi du nhitng doan vin mau
thudn, t6i taim va thi€u c4 lich st thuc chitng nhw thiy trong
Bao DPic Kinh. D€ hi€u vin bin nay, Gadamer theo
Heidegger d€ nghi: (1) phat hién nhitng diéu tac gid mudn
néi ma khong gidm néi (tuong ty nhu thuyét phan tAm
(psycho-analysis) va tim bénh (psycho-pathology) ciia
Sigmund Freud). Pay 1a phép thong dién chiéu siu
(hermeneutics in depth), khoi quit tiém thitc dua 1én binh
dién clia ¥ thitc. (2) Dva vao vin ban dé ti€n xa hon, di tim
ra nhitng y nghia mdi. Ddy la phép thong dién sing tao

(creative hermeneutics) ma Heidegger dic biét phdt

.2 38
{rien.

Theo 161 thong dién, ching tbi thi€t nghi, din dat vin
héa khong chi theo 161 st hoc, khdo ¢8 va ngit hoc ma thdi,
ma con phéi ti€p tuc phét hién nhitng bi 4n, ciing nhwr tiép
ndi cong viéc sng tao ciia tién nhan d€ lai.

* Nhu thay trong cic tdc phdm: Martin Heidegger, Sein und Zeit
(Marburg, 1927); vd Vom Wesen der Wahrheit, (Pfullingen: Neske,
1957). Bdn Viét ngif cta chiing t6i s& xui't bin trong tuong lai rat gan;
Hans-Georg Gadamer, Wahrheit und Method (Tubingen: Mohr, 1960).
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6. PHAT TRIEN VAN HOA

Nhu ching tdi 43 nhdn manh trong phan trén, cong viéc
truy nguyén khong dugc phép dirng lai & cong dung thong
tin, hay 6n c&, hay tri tdn, ma con & viéc khdm phd ra
nhitng v&n nan mdi, va tim ra nhitng phuong th€ d€ gidi
quy&t ching. P& c6 th€ dat t6i muc dich nay, chiing ta cé
1& phai trdi qua nhiing giai doan, 4p dung nhitng phuong
phép cd biét vao nhitng cong vi€c nhu sau:

6.1. Cong Viéc Téng Hop

Cong viéc téng hgp ddi hdi nhitng di€u kién cin bin
nhu: (1) mot sy am tudng vé c4 hai nén vin héa Pong Tay,
nhat 12 vé nén vin héa Viét; (2) mot hay nhifng phudng
phdp khoa hoc, c6 thé phdt hién cdi dao, hay ludn ly
(logic), hay luét (law) ctiia cdc dif ki€n, giita nhiing 161 suy
tir c4 biét clia cdc thdi dai, clia cdc dao gido, gilta cdc 161
gidi quyé&t khac biét clia cdc dan toc; (3) ¢6 mot vién tugng
sdu xa vé& vin ménh cia din tdc va cia nhén loai.

Nhitng diéu kién trén 13 nhitng diéu kién cin ban,
nhung ti&c thay, it ¢6 ai c6 thé hoi di ching. Tuy ring
Khéng Tw, Aristotle, Thomas Aquinas tudng ddi thanh
cong, song ching ta dirng quén ring, mdt tdng hgp vao thoi
dai cfia cdc ngai d& dang hon thdi ching ta rit nhiéu. Céc
dai tri€t gia ndy khong cin am tudng céc nén vin héa
Dong T4y, cang khong cAn phdi chi y dén nhitng 1y thuyét
khoa hoc ti€n bo nhu vao thdi dai cia ching ta. Nhitng dai
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tai nhu Hegel, Max Weber da titng tht bai,”” khong phai
vi trf 6¢ ho thua kém cdc tién nhén, song vi thdi dai ciia ho
ddi hdi quan théng moi s, moi ngdn ngit, moi nén vin héa
ma khong ai c6 thé cé di. Y thitc dugc nhitng khé khin
ctia thdi dai hién thoi, ching t6i thi€t nghi ring, bat cf mot
tdng hop nao ciing chi c6 thé mang tinh chit tam thdi, hay
mot gid thuy€t ma thoi. Song cho dit tam thdi, hay chi 1a
mot gia thuyét, ching ta cling can phdi ¢ su cong tic cia
rat nhi€u chuyén gia, hoc gid trong moi linh vire, dic biét
stt hoc, khdo ¢8 hoc, tAm 1y hoc, ngit hoc, kinh t&€ hoc ciing
nhv vin hoc. Néi cach khic, d€ c6 thé tong hdp, chiing ta
can phdi phin cong, hoc hdi va thdo luin. “Mdt con én
khong 1am 1én mua xuin” khéng chi 12 mét cAu phuong
ngdn, ma con 1a bai hoc quy bdu cho bit cif ai mudn xay
dung nén vin héa, nhat 13 tri€t hoc nudc nha. Nhin dinh
nhu thé, chiing t6i thi€t nghi, cong viéc téng hgp ddi hdi
mot cdng hoat (team work) clia cdc chuyén gia li€n quan
tdi Viét triét.

** Nha't 13 khi hai nha bac hoc nay viét vé cic ton gido Pong phudng.
Vi khéng hi€u ngdn ngit, hay vin héa, hay nhitng diéu kién lich s,
kinh t&€, chinh tri, khoa hoc, ho phai dua theo nhitng bin phién dich hay
nhitng tai liéu clia cdc hoc gid hay cdc nha truyén gido. Ma da s& cdc
tai liéu ndy c6 tinh cdch “mot chi€u,” thi€u khdch quan. Xin xem Max
Weber, The Religion of China: Confucianism and Taoism, do Hans H.
Gerth dich (1951); The Religion of India, The Hindu Social System do
Hans H. Gerth, va Don Martindale dich (1950), va The Socilology of
Religion, do Ephraim Fischoff dich (Boston: Beacon, 1963), cling nhw
Hegel, Enzyklopadie der philosophischen Wissenschaften (1817), sdd.,
trong Werke in zwanzig Banden, sdd., tip. 8 va 9.
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6.2. Cong Viéc Quang Ba

Trong mot th€ gidi bao la, nhat 1a khi ngudi Viét cta
ching ta rai ric khidp t& phuong thién ha, cong viéc nghién
citu khong thé han hep hay khép kin. Chiing ta cang khong
dugc phép ngd ngang vai tro cia vién théng. Do d6, cling
mot ldc véi viéc phat dong phong trao nghi€n cifu, ching ta
ciing nén phat dong cong viéc quing bd. Lam sao dé cho
moi ngudi nhin ra vai trd quan trong ciia van héa chiéu
sau; 1am sao d€ cho thé& gidi bi€t d€n con ngudi Viét, tu
tudng Viét, nghé thuat Viét, vin van. Lam sao d€ mdi
ngudi Viét ¢6 thé hianh dién vé vin héa cla minh.

Pé dugc nhu vay, cong viéc dich thudt cdc tc phim vé
vin héa Viét sang ngoai nglt cling quan trong khdng kém
cong viéc trude tac bing ngoai nglt. Tiéc thay, vé phuong
dién tri€t hoc va ton gido, chi thdy ngudi ngoai qudc,
nhung it thd'y ngudi Viét ching ta vi€t.*” Nhu ching toi da
nhin dinh, mic dit sich cla ho cé vé d6 s0, han 1am, song
dai da s6 vi€t vé& Viét Nam tr nhdn quan, hay tf mot y hé
nio dé chia ho. L& duong nhién, khong phdi ching ta khong

“ Ba s6 cdc tic phim vé vin héa, ton gido Viét 1a nhiing luén 4n tai
céc dai hoc Au chau. Mot s6 ludn dn ciing da gdy dudc sy chid § cla
ngudi Phdp, thi dy hai ludn 4n ti€n sy quic gia Phdp cda Linh muc Lé
Vin Ly (Le parler vietnamien), va cla linh muc Pinh Vin Trung (La
Psychologie du paysan vietnamien) d¢ trinh tai dai hoc Paris. Mot s8
tdc phim viét bing Phdp nglt cia L& Thanh Khoi, Nguyén Khic
Vién... ti€c thay chi ¢6 tinh cich g101 thiéu, thi€u nghién cttu, va thi€u
chiéu sAu. Mot s6 luin 4n ti€n sy vé t6n gido Viét cia mot s6 vi linh
muc tai vién Gido Hoang Pai Hoc Urbano, Roma, khong dugc dé y 16i
vi khéng c¢6 nhitng khdm pha mdi la. ba s6 dua theo tai liéu cia Bo
Truyén gido, hay cla cdc tic gid ngoai quéc nhu Paul Cadiere.
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¢6 nhén tai, hay chua hoi di kha nidng vi€t bing ngoai ngi¥.
Ching ta c¢6 khd ning, song chi khong dugc khuyén khich
ma théi. C6 1&, mot phan vi cdi théi quen ghen tuong vit
ndi gidi tri thifc nha, mot phin vi ty ty mic cdm, hoic qud
tu t6n,41 chiing ta khdng coi trong ngudi Viét cia minh. But

nha khong thiéng 13 vay.*

“ Thi du, cdc ban trong nhém Giao Pi€m khong thém ddi thoai vdi
cdc hoc gid cong gido Viét. Ho viét mot quyén sach kha diy truc tiép
doi thoai v6i Gido chii Gioan-Phaold II. Song ho lai viét bing Viét
ngit. T6i man nghi, chic Gido chli khé ¢6 dip dé thdy dirng néi dén doc
tdp sdch nay. Lam sao Gido chi doc dudc ti€ng Viét d€ d6i thoai véi
ho, bdi 1& ngai chua bao gid hoc ti€ng Viét? Trong tip sdch ndy, y s§
Nguyén Vin Tho manh miéng coi nén tri€t Au M§ thi€u sét, kém cdi.
Ong quang céo trist Iy va khoa hoc clia dng siéu viét, vugt xa nén triét
hoc T4y phuong. Lim sao ma cdc tri€t gia Au M§ hay Tau bi€t dugc 1a
tu tudng clia ho “du ui” néu ho khdng cé “vinh dy” dugc doc tdc phdm
clia Nguyén tién sinh? Chiing t6i rit mong ring quy vi viét lai bing
Anh hay Phép ngit, d€ Gido chii Gioan-Phaold II ¢6 thé “hoc” tir cdc vi
(Gioan-Phaold 11 thong thao trén 12 tht ti€ng). Va nhu viy, thé gidi
mdi c6 “han hanh” ti€p thu mot nén “tu twdng siu xa” clia cdc dai trict
gia nh y s§ Nguyé&n Vin Tho.

* Thyc ra, ching ta ciing di c6 nhitng (riét gia, thin hoc gia dudc gidi
than hoc, triét gia cla cdc nudc khdc nhu My, Phdp, Trung Hoa, Dic...
chi trong. Thi du Trin Pitc Thio vdi tdic phdm Phénoménologie et
matérilalisme dialectique (Paris: Minh Tan, 1951), Vi Kim Chinh véi
Gidi Phéng Thdn Hoc (Pai Bic: Quang Khdi xb, 1991), Phan Binh Cho
véi tdc pham Mission and Cathechesis (New York: Orbis, 1998), van
van. Riéng vé Tran Pitc Thdo, dd c6 khd nhiéu tdc gid ngoai qudc viét
hay ban t6i. Cdm cdnh thay, chiing t6i vin chua thi'y ngudi Viét ndo
vi€t ludn 4n vé ngudi Viét! Chiing t6i ¢6 gdi ¥ ndy v6i mot vai gido su
tai Ha Noi, Sai Gon, va sin sang trd cAp néu ho viét ludn 4n vé Trin
Buc Thio, hay Kim Dinh, song chi dugc ho tif chdi mot cdch rat lich su.
Riéng tai hdi ngoai, ké khen, ngudi ché Kim Pinh rit nhiéu, song vin
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Thém vao cong viéc gidi thiéu tu tudng Viét cho cong
ddng han l1am th€ gidi, ching ta cling cAn phédi ki€m
nghiém (test, verify) nhitng 1y thuy&t cda ching ta. Bi vao
trong qu¥ dao th€ gidi 12 mot ti€n trinh bit buc n€u mudn
c6 ti€n bd. TS chitc cdc hoi nghi (conferences), hoi thdo
(symposia), hoi hoc (seminars) hay hdi déi (colloquia) c6
tinh chit qudc t&€ vé Viét hoc (Viét triét, ton gido Viét,
nghé thuit Viét, vin van), véi muc dich khdng chi gidi
thiéu, quang ba, ma con hoc hdi ciing nhu kiém nghiém
nhitng 1y thuy&t clia ching ta.

chua thdy mot tdic phdm hay ludn 4n nao chuyén nghién citu, phé binh
Kim Dinh. Trong tap chi Pi Thoai in tai Garden Grove (S6 3, thing 7,
nim 1994), c6 mo6t bai vé Tran Pitc Thio do Nguyén Vin Trung viét
(“P6i diéu ghi nhin vé 6ng Trin Pitc Thdo”, tr. 105-118). Ti€c thay,
ong Trung vi€t bai ndy vdi mot muc dich mat sdt cd nhin ho Tran hon
I3 nghién cttu tv tudng cla Gido su Trin Pic Thio.
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7. NHONG DE NGHI CU THE

Y thitc dugc tinh chat bao la cla bién hoc; nhin thic
dugc nhitng khé khin, ciing nhu hitu han tinh ctia mdi
ngudi, chiing t6i thi€t nghi, chi cé thé dat dugc muc dich
n€u ching ta bi€t ngdi chung, gép sitc nghién cifu nhitng
lanh vuc lién quan t6i vin héa dan toc.

Ti€n s§ Vii Pinh Trdc tirng nghi ring, khai quit vin héa
Viét phdi bit ddu véi cong viéc dio béi kho tang Viét nho,
bao gém kinh bd, tit bo, thi bd va van bd. Do d6, tién sinh
dé nghi nhitng diém sau:

- Chuén bi cho cidc luin 4n tri€t hoc Viét Nam ra doi,
“biing cdch huéng din cho cdc thé hé dang 1én trd vé vdi
vin héa din tdc va ddn than vao con dudng phuc héi, khai
thac va phat huy vin héa dic trung cia ching ta.”

- “Tim tdi va thu gép nhitng tai liéu vé vin héa Viét Nam
da bi mat mdt” trong qua khi.

- Thanh 14p nhém hoc gid dd kha ning hudng din cdc luin
4n vé Viét Nam, cach riéng Viét triét.

- Dich thuit, xudt ban cdc tic phim vé Viét hoc tir Viét
ngif sang cdc ngoai ngit khic, ciing nhu cc tdic phAm ngoai
ngit c6 gid tri sang Viét ngit.”?

Chiing t6i nhét tri v6i Hdn Chuong tién sinh, va di xa
hdn, d& nghi mdt cach cu thé nhy sau:

Trong mdt tinh trang khé khin hién tai, cd tit phia quéc
ndi 1in quéc ngoai, cd vé van dé nhan Iyc 14n tai hrc, cd vé
su tranh chdp ¥ hé 14n lich st hiém khich chinh tri, ton

# Xin xem Vii Pinh Tréic, Viér Nam trong Quy Pao Thé Gidi (Orange:
Lién Poan Céng Gido Hoa KJ, 1985), tr. 78.
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gido, vin van, ching ta khé c6 thé trong doi mot Vién
Nghién Citu Viét Nam (Academia Vietnamica) tai hdi
ngoai gidng nhu Académie Francaise (Han Lim Vién
Phép), hay dai quy mé nhu Vién Nghién Citu Trung Uong
Trung Hoa (Academia Sinica), Vién Nghi€n Cdu Max
Planck Pic Qudc (Max-Planck Institut), Trung Tam
Nghién Cttu Qudc Gia Phdp, Vién Nghién Ciéu Khoa Hoc,
va Vién Nghién Cdu Khoa Hoc Xa Hdi tai cdc nudc theo
hé théng cia Nga va Trung Hoa, vin van.** Th& nén,
chiing ta khong thé chs dgi, ma phai bit tay ngay vao cong
viéc xdy dung Viét hoc ciing nhu phat tri€n nén vin héa
Viét ctia chiing ta. P€ hiéu nghiém héa cong viéc nghién
cttu theo tinh than khdch quan va khoa hoc, khdng bi céc
lvc lugng chinh tri hay t6n gido chi phdi, ching ta nén
thanh 14p cdc nhém, hay t6 nghién cttu vé nhitng 1dnh vuc
ma ching ta chuyén mén. Trong tuong lai, cdc t6 nghién
cttu c6 thé cong tac va ti€n hanh thi€t 1p vién nghién cdu.
Nhu chiing toi biét, khong k€ vé nhitng 1anh vyc khoa hoc,
chiing ta c¢6 khd dd nhan tai. L& di nhién, trong lanh vuc
khoa hoc x4 hoi va nhin vin, c¢6 1€ trong nudc chiing ta c6
nhiéu nhin tai hon. Tuy th&, nhitng hoc gid thudc céc dai
hoc trudc 1975 van c6 thé déng gép nhitng ki€n thitc quy
béu ctia ho, bing cich tham gia cic t6 nghién ciu tai hdi
ngoai va cdng bd k€t qlia ciia cong trinh nghién ciu ma

“ Tai quéc ndi, hién ching ta c6 hai Trung TAm Nghién citu do Nha
Nudc thanh 1ap: Trung Tdm Khoa Hoc, va Trung Tdm Khoa Hoc Xd
Hoi Nhdn Van tai Ha Noi, v6i phan vién tai Tph. H6 Chi Minh. B3 ¢6
kh4 nhiéu tic phim nghién ctfu cong phu ctia hai vién trén. Ching toi
dic biét chd y d&n Vién Han Ném, Vién S& Hoc, va Vién Tri€t Hoc.
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quy vi deo dudi bao nam.* Vi khéng chuyén v& khoa hoc,
va & trong pham vi han hep ciing nhu tri thitc gidi han cla
ching t6i, ngudi vi€t xin d€ nghi thanh lap céc t§ nghién
cttu va phién dich lién quan t8i khoa hoc nhan vin. V& céc
lanh vyc khoa hoc x4 héi, va khoa hoc ty nhién, ching t6i
wéc mong dugc cic chuyén gia gép ¥ kién.

7.1. Thanh I3p cdc Té Nghién Cifu

- Viét Nho

- Ton Gido Viét (ngoai cdc tén gido chinh, dao Ong Ba,
dao Dan Gian, dao Cao Pai, Hoa Hao...)

- Ngit hoc Viét

- Nghé thuit Viét

- Khoa hoc, K§ thuat Viet™®

- Viét sit

- Vi€t vin (vian chuong bédc hoc, vin chudng binh din...)

- Luén 1y, Pao difc, Ludt phdp, van van.

7.2, Thanh Ifp cdc T6 Phién Djch

* Thi du cdc cyu gido s clia cdc dai hoc Sai Gon, Pa Lat, Minh Ditc,
Van Hanh, Hu€... chuyén vé Hdn Ném nhu Lé Hitu Muc, v& Ngit hoc
nhrr Nguyén Pinh Hoa, vé Pia chdt hoc nhu Thai Cong Tung, vin van.
* Taj Vien Nghién Ciu Trung Uong Trung Hoa (Academia Sinica), cic
nha lich s&, khoa hoc, tri€t hoc... cong tac bién soan nhifng tai liéu lién
quan t6i khoa hoc (todn hoc, thién vin, vin van) clia Trung Hoa thdi
xua. TruSc ddy, b sich cla Gido su Joseph Needham, Science and
Civilization in China, 12 vols., (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1947 -1986) da gay dugc mot ti€ng vang rdt manh ndi cong ddng
khoa hoc va vin héa.
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Cong viéc phién dich rit quan trong, khong nhitng cung
cap cho ching ta nhitng tri thic, dit kién, tai liéu mdi, hay
cil (ma chiing ta chua bi€t), ma con nhu mdt ddong luc thic
d4y ép budc chiing ta phai canh tranh véi cdc dan toc, quéc
gia khdc. “Biét ngudi, bi€t ta” khong chi dé “trim trin
trim thing,” ma quan trong hon, 14 d€ qudc gia, din toc cb
thé séng con. Trong qué khit, chiing ta khong mi'y chu y tdi
viéc phién dich vi ¢6 1€ chua nhén ra tAm quan trong cua
n6. Chiing ta chic khong chi ¥ tdi sy kién nudc Nhat, ho
da danh bai ham doi cia Nga (1905) chi sau céng cudc
canh tin quing 50 nim. Ho xAm lugc Trung Hoa, chi€m
dugc ca ving Pai A, khong phai vi “thién tai xam lang,”
song vi ho c6 mdt ki€n thifc siu rong vé cdc nudc khic,
qua cdng viéc phién dich. Chiing ta cé thé néi khong qué
“ngoa” 1 chua thAy mot nudc nao chi trong téi phién dich
hon Nhat."’

Chinh vi it chd trong d&€n phién dich, ching ta khong ¢6
chuong trinh phién dich, hay hé thong phién dich.”® Thé

*" Theo Gido sv Megumi Sakabe, nguyén Vién trudng Pai hoc Vin
Khoa, Pai Hoc Pong Kinh, thi bd't ctt mdt quyén sich c6 gid tri nao,
chi sau ba thdng, ngudi ta di thdy bdn Nhat nglf bay bdn trén thi
trudng. Xin xem Megumi Sakabe, “Hién tugng Dich Thuit tai Nhit,”
Bai Bdo cdo Khoa hoc, Pdng Kinh Pai Hoc Thii Thu Vién Hoc Bdo,
152 (1987). Riéng tai thu vién Pai hoc Bong Kinh, tang trit rén 3 triéu
sdch hay tai liéu phién dich. Chd y 1a thu vién dai hoc nay dudc coi
nhu 12 mot trong nhitng thu vién 16n nhi't trén thé gidi

* Tai cdc nudc tién ti€n, thudng cé nhitng ¢o quan chuyén vé dich
thudt. Riéng tai Pai Loan, ¢6 Bién Dich Qudn thuéc Bd Gido Duc, c6
ngan sich khd 16n, lo dich cling nhu trg cdp cdc gido su, chuyén gia
dich céc sich quan trong. Tai Nhit, cdc dai hoc qudc gia, cdc nha xuat
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nén, mdi ngudi dich mdi ngd, manh ai ai chay. Lai nita, cic
tdc phim kinh dién khéng miy ai gidm dich, vi khé, va
khong dé tiéu thu. Ma néu c6 dich thi ciing khéng dén ndi
dén chén.” Da s6 d8 sb dich nhitng tip sich “ba xu” d&
ki€m tién, hay theo mdt. Nhan thitc nhu thé, ching tdi dé
nghi, ching ta nén 14y gid rdnh tip trung vao cong viéc
phién dich cac kinh dién.
- Kinh Dién Vigt

Céc tdc phim ciia cdc danh s§ nhu Trin Nhin Téng,
Van Hanh, Nguyén Trai, L& Quy Pon, Nguyén Trudng T9,
Nguyén Du, Nguyén Cong Tr¥, Cao B4 Qudt, van van, tir
Hén, hay Nom sang Viét ngi.
- Kinh Dién Tdy phwong (Hy Lap, Trung c¢8, CAn dai, Hién
dai).

bén 16n 14t chi trong dich kinh dién. Tai Trung Hoa, cdc dich gid an
ludng gido su, cd ddi chi dich mot vai quyén sdch ma thdi. C6 1€ ngudi
Tau qud nhiéu nhin tai, hay vi x4 hdi chil nghia “gidu c6” nén mdi phi
pham nhu th&?

* Tai Sai Gon, di c¢6 mot thdi c6 mot vai dich phdm tri€t hoc vé
Heidegger, Nietzsche, Sartre, Lévi-Strauss, Descartes, Jaspers,
Bergson, van van. C6 vai bdn dich khd nghiém tiic, nhu cda Tran Thii
Binh (Nhitng Suy Niém Siéu Hinh Hoc cia Descartes, Sai Gon: Pai
Nam, 1962), L& Ton Nghiém (Triét Hoc Nhdp Mon cta Jaspers, Sai
Gon, 1967), Cao Vin Luin (hai tic phdm ctia Henri Bergson)... Nhung
n6i cich chung, da s6 cdc dich phéfm khidc, chua ding tiéu chuin. Tai
Viét Nam hién nay, cdc hoc gid di bit dau chd ¥ t6i cdng viéc dich
thuat. Khi thdy chiing t6i phién dich tip sdch Die Phanomenologie des
Geistes clia Hegel, Gido sw Lé Hitu Ting, Phé Gidm Péc Trung Tim
Khoa Hoc Xa Hoi Qudc Gia, di td ra ngac nhién va thich thd, va cho
bi€t 6ng ciling da titng c6 ¥ dinh nhu vay.
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Thi du: Republics, Timaios... cia Plato, Metaphysics,
Nichomachean Ethics ctia Aristotle, De Civitate Dei cla
Augustin, Summa contra Gentiles, Summa theologica cla
Thomas Aquinas, ciing nhu cdc tdc phim clia Descartes,
Locke, Hume, Berkeley, Leibniz, Pascal, Spinoza, Kant,
Hegel, Fichte, Schelling, Nietzsche, Kierkegaard... Hién
dai nhu Heidegger, Wittgenstein, Gadamer, Habermas,
Popper, Rawls, Rahner, Foucault, vin van. 50
- Kinh Dién Déng phuong (Trung Hoa, An P9, Nhat, van
van)

Thi du: Céc téc phdm quan trong cda Trung Hoa! (modt
s6 tac phadm tir thi Luong Khadi Siéu, Khuong Hitu Vi t6i
nay), An D6 (Cédc kinh Gitas, Vedas... ), Nhit, vin van.

7.3, Thanh Lap Nha Xuit Bdn

Cong viéc thanh 14p mot nha xuit ban chuyén in cic
sdch nghién citu thudng ra't khé khin, vi khdng cé tinh chat
thuong mai. Pa s6 cdc nha xudt bdn nghién citu dugc céc
dai hoc, hay cdc cd quan quéc gia, qudc t€ tai trd mdi cé
thé s6ng.”” Do d6, nha xua't ban nghién cttu cAn phai dugc

%0 Riéng toan bo tic phdm ctia Karl Marx va Friedrich Engels da dudc
Trung Tdm Khoa Hoc Xa Hoi Viét Nam dich sang Viét ngir.

! Pa s6 cdc tic phdm quan trong ciia Trung Hoa da dugc chuyén dich
sang Han Viét, song thi€u hé théng. Su chi gidi thudng phién nhiéu vé
tir ngdn, song thi€u chiéu siu (phin tri€t Iy).

*2 Cic dai hoc ndi ti€ng thudng c6 nha xudt bin rieng. Cdc dai hoc
Oxford, Cambridge, Paris, Harvard, MIT, Notre Dame... déu ¢6 Oxford
University Press, Presse universitaires de France, Cambridge Unversity
Press, Harvard University Press, MIT Press, Notre Dame University
Press, vin van. Riéng & A va Uc chiu, cdc dai hoc nhu Tokyo, Kyoto,
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st hd trg cla nhitng Manh Thudng Quan tha thiét véi vin
héa Viét, va dugc sy cong tdc cla cdc hoc gid Viét tai cd
quéc ndi 14n quéc ngoai.

7.4, Thanh L3p Vién Nghién Citu

Viéc thanh 14p vién nghién cttu chi c6 thé khi chiing ta
da c6 cédc t6 nghién citu. > Trong giai doan hién dai, khi
ma chiing ta chua ¢6 Han Lam Vién, ciing chwa cé Vién
Nghién Cttu Trung Udng, cdc vién nghién cttu cé thé quy
ty nhiéu t6 nghién cfu, phit huy cong ning, ciing nhw ¢
vo nhdn tai, va gdy dung mot thé hé é ti€p ndi cdng viéc
nghién cifu va gido duc ndy. C4c vién nghién ciu c6 thé do
cdc ton gido, cdc doan thé quy tu, triéu tip va diéu hanh.
Pi€m quan trong ding phii d€ ¥, d6 1a chiing ta khong
dugc phép 10 12 nghién cttu va tinh thin khoa hoc. Mot khi

National Taiwan University, Peking University, University of
Hongkong, National Singapore University, Seoul National University. ..
(dudc cong nhin 1a nhitng dai hoc danh ti€ng nha't cda A chiau va Uc
chdu) ciing déu c6 nha xud't bin riéng. Y thic duge sy quan trong, nim
1999, ciing v6i Gido su Phan Pinh Cho va cdc thin hifu, ching t6i chii
trwong Nha Xudt Bdn Pai Hoc Viét Nam (The University Press of
Vietnam), bat chdp nhitng khé khin tai chinh ciing nhu sy chdng d6i
clia mot s8 ngudi khic quan diém.

> Nim 1998, cling v6i Gido su Phan Binh Cho, ching t6i d4 tién hanh
thi€t 1dp Vién Nghién Citu Triet Hoc va Toén Gido Viét Nam, bao gdm 4
t6 nghién ctu: Trit hoc Viét Nam (Trdn Vin Poan phu trach), Ton
gido va Than hoc Viét Nam (Phan Pinh Cho va Vi Kim Chinh phu
trdch), Phit hoc Viét Nam (Nhw Hanh Nguyén Ty Cudng phu trich),
va Vin héa Viét Nam. Nhém ching i ciing chi truong Tip san
nghién ciu vé Triét, Tén gido va Vin héa Viét vdi tén Tdp San Nghién
Cuiu Triét Hoc va Tén Gido Viét Nam.
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khong c6 tinh cich khdch quan, thdai d6 khoa hoc, nhidn
quan khoan rdng va tdm tinh khoan dung, ciing nhu tinh
thAn hgp tic, cdc vién nghién cttu sé bi€n thanh cic “6
khéng chi€n,” hay “phdo dai” di tAn cong cdc nén vin héa,

ton gido, y hé khdc biét ma thoi.
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CHUQONG 111

PHAN TU
vi NHUNG CHIEU HUONG
TRIET HOC HIEN DAI

TIEN NGON

Trong chuong nay, ching tdi tém lugc chi€u hudng cla
céc nén tri€t hoc hién dai, muc dich khéng phai dé gi6i
thi€u, song dé minh xdc mot cich gidn ti€p sy hién hitu
ctia mot nén Viét triét. Nhu ching t6i s& trinh bay sau day,
tri€t hoc khong ty han hep vao mét 161 nhin, mot phuong
phap hay mdt nén siéu hinh, hodc mét nguyén 1y nao ds.!
Tri€t hoc cang khong ddéng nghia véi bat ct y hé
(ideology) nao; ciing khong nhdm bdo vé mot ché do, mot
t8 chitc, mdt truyén thdng, mot tAp quyén, mot ton gido
hay mét gid tri nao.” Ngoai ra, cong ning chia triét hoc
ciing khong phai chi han hep vao mdt cong nang c6 dinh,

! Martin Heidegger, Was ist das, die Philosophie? (Pfullingen: Neske,
1956), ban dich Viét ngit clia Trin Vin Doan, dudng sifa soan Xuat
ban, tr. 1: "V6i ciu hdi nay chiing ta dang dong t6i mot ludn dé rat
1ong 16n, nghia 13 rdt bao quat. Chinh bdi vi ludn dé qui rdng, nén
khong thé dinh nghia dugc.”

? Chung t6i d4 nhic qua mdt s6 ngd nhén vé tri€t hoc trong chudng thif
nhdt, va ciing lap lai phdn nao trong chuong thd bdy khi ban dén kha
thé ctia mot nén Viét triét.



