CHUGNG VII

KHA THE
CUA MOT NEN VIET TRIET

DAT LAI VAN DE: CO MOT NEN VIET TRIET HAY KHONG?

Trong chuong nay, chung t61 xin man phép 14p lai hai
cau héi, tuy cii k¥, song vAn con lam gidi tri thifc Vi€t thic
mic, d6 12 c6 mot nén Viét tri€t hay khong? Va néu c6, thi
Viét triét di vé dau? Cau héi thi nh4t xem ra c6 vé ngia
tai, va k¥ cuc, nhdt 12 sau khi da vi€t gan hai trim trang
gif'y bién minh cho nén Viét tri€t. Song cho rang c6 vé lap
di, cau hdi vin khong mit tAm quan trong, bdi vi néu
khong cé Viét tri€t, thi nhitng gi ching ta ban vé& nhu Viét
linh, Viét dao, Viétly... s€ chi 13 sdo ngir. Tuwong tuw, cau
héi “Viét tridt di v& dau?” s& ching con thia thdi, ngd
ngdn, néu ching ta c6 mot nén Viét tri€t. Mot cau hdi nhu
th€ lién hé truc ti€p hay gidn ti€p t6i vin ménh va tuong
lai cia tu tudng Viét.

Vay thi, thanh thuc ma hoi, ching ta c6 mot nén Viét
triét hay khong‘7 Hay 1a ching ta thdy ngudi sang bit

quang lam hQ? Hay 13 vi ty ti mic cidm, ty ddng héa minh

! Nhidu ngudi di nghi ngd chi truong ctia Kim Pinh khi triét gia cho
ring Nguyén Nho 1a Viét tri€t. Xin xem Viét Ly T6 Nguyén (Sai Gon:
An Tiém, 1970), chuong 8 phén 1 vé& Viét Nho, ciing nhu chuong 5 vé
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v6i TAu v6i Tay, nén cho t6 tién, tw twdng clia minh 13 Tiu
la Tﬁy?2 Hay vi quéng ga, thi€u nghién citu, khéng c6 tinh
than khoa hoc, nén chdp nhan mot cch bira bii, ngé ga ra
qua, cim riu dng vao cim b2?.> Chuong nay nhim lam
sdng td mot phin niao van dé trén. Ching t6i khong gidm
duwa vao khdo c6, hay chitng tich lich st (phan vi khong
chuyén mén, phin vi nhitng kho cifu ¢ si Viét vin con
dudng tranh luin, nghi hoidc, hodc chdi bd). Chiing tdi cang
khong gidm liéu linh qud tin vao than thoai, vd nhan thoai
nhy thiy trong mdt s& tic phdm céia Kim Dinh.* Nhy doc
gid da nhin ra muc dich cta Viér Triét Ludn Tdp trong céc
chuong trude, nhit 12 chuong thit tw vé bdn chit va dic tinh

“Phin déng gép cla Viém tdc vao viéc hinh thanh kinh dién,” tr. 109-
144. Tuong tu, cling c6 rat nhiéu ngudi dit nghi van vé viéc gidi thich
ngudn gbc clia vin héa Viét dya vao sy phdt hién téng ddng Pong
Sdn, khi ho phé binh sy qud xdc tin cia Kim Pinh va Vi Pinh Trdc vao
ngudn goc Viét clia trong dong.

2 Nhur chiing t6i da phé binh mdt s6 nha hoc gi, tri thifc Viét trong qua
khit, dic biét nhitng ngudi bi Hdn hoc hay Tay hoc 4m anh. Xin xem
chudng “Viét Nam Vin Héa Chi Pao” trong tdp sich nay.

3 Thi du nhitng qud quyét ctia mdt s6 ngudi nhu Binh Nguyén Loc vé
ngudn goc din toc Viét, va vé ngdn ngi¥ Viét trong hai tdp sdch Ngudn
G6c Ma Lai A cia Dan Téc Viét, va Lot Trdn Viét Ngiz, sdd. Ching toi
di nhic t6i trong phin chu thich trong chuong 2.

* Thi du cdc tic phﬁ’m nhu Kinh Hung Khdi Triét, Hing Viét Sit Ca,
Nhitng Pho Tuong Dep Nhdt cia Viét Nam, Viét Ly T6 Nguyén... Xin
xem Trin Vin Poan, “Kim Dinh’s Search for a Viet-Philosophy.” Bai
thuyét trinh dip twdng niém Kim Pinh 1an thit 2, Houston, 03. 1999. In
trong Vietnamologica, s8 5 (Toronto, 2000); va trong Phan Pinh Cho va
Trin Vin Poan, chd bién, Kim Dinh: Life and Works (Washington D.
C.: The University Press of Vietnam, du trit 2001).

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Kha Thé ctia Mot Nén Viét Triét
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ctia Viét triét, va chuong thd nim thdo ludn di&n bién tir
Hén nho thanh Viét nho trong tu tudng cua Nguyén Du,
ching t6i di tim nhifng ddc tinh trong 161 suy tu cda ngLIdl
Viét qua cdc vdn bdn, va ngay trong 161 dién t3, k€t ciu
ctia Viét ngit. Quan trong hon, chiing to1 dao sdu vao trong
ca dao, tuc ngit, d€ tim ra nhitng ddc thu clia 181 suy tu nay.
Trong cédc chudng trudc, ching to1 da trinh bay 18i suy tr
ma ching t6i goi 1a Viét tri€t qua hai lanh vyc: nhitng déc
thix chi thdy trong tu tudng Viét, va nhifng di€m chung thdy
ndi nhleu dan tdc dong phuong. Chudng sau day di xa hon,
phin tich hai dic tinh, siéu viét tinh clha Viét tri€t thdy
trong viéc tong hgp céc nén tv twdng va vin héa ma ngu'dl
Viét giao du v6i; va tuong quan tinh thiy trong k€t ciu cla
thé gidi quan (hay th€ sinh) clia ngudi Viét. Day 12 mot két
ciu dugc ndi két qua mang Iwdi cia nhitng tuong quan.
Chiing t6i tham ludn v& hai cAu hdi trén qua bdn ti€u dé
chinh: [1] Nhitng ngd nhin v& Viét tri6t, [2] Viét triét va
nhitng van nan hién tai; [3] Ban chat va dic tinh clia Viét
triét; va [4] Tuong lai cia Viét tri€t. Phian ndy nhim tra 15i
ciu héi Viét triét di vé dau. Boc gid, néu chi ¥, sé thdy la
trong phin thit hai ban vé& ban chit va dic tinh cia Viét
tri6t, chiing toi khong 14p lai nhitng gi da ban tdi trong
chuong thi tu, ma dic biét chi trong dén siéu viét tinh va
tuong quan tink cha Viét tri€t. Qua hai ddc tinh siéu viét va
tuong quan, ching toi dé nghi mot cau trd 10i tam thdi cho
ciu héi trén nhu sau: Thit nhdt, tu tudng Viét thanh hinh
qua mdt qud trinh 1du dai nhd vao chinh dong tinh si€u viét
clia nguGi Viét: ho tdng hgp va két tinh (mot cdch bién
chitng) cic nén tu tudng, tOn gido, y hé titc van héa Hoa,

Viet Triét Ludn Tép 1
Kha Thé ctia Mot Nén Viét Triét
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An, Phip va Pong Nam A. Thit t6i, ho x4y dung mot 16i
s6ng, mot kiéu suy tw, mdt cAm tinh trong mang ludi cla
quan hé hay tuong quan.5 Do viy, Viét tri€t khdng thé tich
roi khéi thé sinh Viét (Viet-life-world), ma thé€ sinh Viét 1a
mot thé sinh hay mot mang ludi dugc cdu tao trén tuong
giao cda nhitng ngudi séng trong th€ sinh ndy, va trén
tuong giao vdi cac th€ sinh khéc.

Tt nhén thic trén, tdc gia da phdi suy di nghi lai bai
“Vigt Triét di v& dau?” tuy ring bai nay ciing di ting
dugc sira lai t nguyén bdn “Viét Tri€t Khd Khi Khi
Tung?”’ vi€t vio nim 1993 nhan chuyén du thuyét tai
Washington D.C va New Orleans. Trong chuong nay, tuy
14p lai mot s6 ¥ niém chinh y&€u vé Viét tri€t da tirng trinh
bay trong hai ti€u luan trén, song chiing t6i phat trién mot
cdch hé thong va ro rang hon. Ngudi vi€t ciing di danh
nhiéu thi gid dé ban vé hai dic tinh twdng quan va siéu
viét, ciing nhu thdo ludn mét s6 ngd nhan vé tri€'t hoc, véi
muc dich bién hd quan di€m vé sy hién hitu cia Viét triét.
Riéng phin ban vé tuong lai Viét tri€t, ching t6i ciing

> V& luin dé nay, chiing t5i di phat trién trong: Trin Vin Poan, The
Category of Relation in the Social Sciences (Taipei: The National
Sciences Council, 1996-1999), s& do Oxford University Press xuit bdn
trong tudng lai.

® Trin Vin Poan, “Viét Triét Bi V& Pau?” trong Pinh Hudng, s6 13
(Reichstett, 1997), tr. 4-43.

7 Trin Vin Poan, “Viét Tri€t Khd Khit Khi Tang?” trong Vuong Ky
Son chi bién, Viét Nam Dé Ngii Thién Nién Ky (New Orleans: Trung
Tam Vin Héa Viét Nam, 1994), tr. 67-113.

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Kh3 Thé ctia Mot Nén Viét Trist



Tran Vin Poan 316

khong 1ap lai nhitng diém da ban tdi trong phan dan nhap,
hay trong chuong thif hai “Viét Nam Van Hoé6a chi Bao.”

1. NHUNG NGG NHAN VE VIET TRIET

Tr6c khi phan tich ban chd't va dac tinh cla Viét triét,
chiing t6i cAn phai vach ra mét s§ nhan quan phi€m dién,
léch lac va nguy hai cho Viét riét” Ly do chinh khién
nhidu hoc gid phii dinh Viét triét ¢6 1& do sy nham 1an ndi
dung vdi hinh thifc va coi phuong phdp nhu 12 muc dich ciia
tri€t hoc. Pang khdc, 16i nhin nguy hai sai 1Am thdy ndi
nhitng vi theo chd nghia qudc gia, hay chi thuyé&t chiing
t6c, 1a do su viéc ho ddnh 14n con den, dua ¥ hé (ideology)
1én hang tri€t hoc.” Trong pham vi tiéu ludn nay, ching t6i

® Trong chudng thif ba, chiing t6i cling da ban 161 su khdc biét giffa triét
hoc va ¥ hé, cling nhu nhitng ngd nhin vé tri€t hoc. Tuy nhién, trong
chuong nay tuy c6 1ap lai mdt vai quan di€ém trén, ching toi dic biét
bin d€n nhitng ngd nhin vé Viét wiét.

® Xin xem chuong thif hai trong tdp sdch nay, trong d6 ching t6i ¢
nhic d&n sai 1dm cha viéc dong héa ¥ hé (ideology) véi tOn gido va
ri&t hoc. Chiing t6i ciing da ban khd nhi€u vé y hé trong cdc ludn vin
vi bién khio nhw: Trin Vin Doan, The Poverty of Ideological
Education (Taipei: The Ministry of Education of China, 1993; Tran

Viét Triét Lugn Tdp 1
Khé Thé ciia Mot Nén Viét Tri€t
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chi chi trong vao nhitng nhim 14n cin bdn vé tri€t hoc ma
thoi.

Tran Trong Kim quéd chd trong t6i hinh thic cla triét
hoc, nén cho 13 Nho gido khong phat trién vi hinh thitc (48
nat) thicu tu b8."° Ngugc lai nhém Ty Lyc Vin Poan (theo
g6t nhém TAay hoc clia Tau) lai cho ring Nho gido qud 1&
vao hinh thitc ma quén ndi dung, thé nén “vé gia tri, thdi
nét, doc hai, phdn déng, gid nhan gid nghia, thu dong, bdo
thﬁ,”11 van van. Cdc nha tri thitc khoa bang tai Pai hoc
Vin khoa Sai Gon ciing khong mdy hifng thi véi ¥ niém
vé mot nén Viét tri€t, ¢ 18 vi ho khdng thiy trong triét
bong néi chung, va tu tudng Viét cach riéng, modt phuong
phdp khoa hoc, mot cich trinh bay nghi€ém tic hay hé
théng. Ciing c6 thé 13 do 16i suy tu 1éch lac vong ngoai, tir
cao ty dai v4i ngudi minh, song lai tw ti mdc cdm vdi Tay
v6i TAu cfia ho.'* Mot s6 tr tuéng gia chiu dnh hudng ciia

Vin Poan, Y Hé Hinh Thdi dich Binh Khén (Pai Bic: Su Pham Pai
Hoc Thu Cuc, 1999), (Hoa ngit) va Tran Vin Poan, “Reflection on the
Nature of Ideology,” trong The Asian Journal of Philosophy (1991),
bdd.

1 Tran Trong Kim, Nho Gido, sdd., Tua, tr. ix.

! Pic biét trong cdc tiu thuyét clia Nhat Linh va Khdi Hung. Ciing
xin tham khio Trin Pdc Td (mdt trong nhitng sing lap vién cta ding
Cong Sdn Trung Hoa): “Trung Quéc Hoc Sinh Vin Pong,” tr. 61; trich
tt Chow Tse-tsung (Chu Sdch-Tong), May Fourth Movement
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1960), tr. 300-313.

2 Vao nhitng nim d4u cta thip nién 1950, chuong trinh tri€t Pong
khong dudc chii trong. Riéng vé Viét tri€t hoin toan ving béng. Gido
su Kim Pinh dugc phép md 16p tri€t TAu. Ngay khi néi vé Viét triét,
Luong tién sinh cling phdi néi theo khudn khd clia nho gido. Vi hoan

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Khi Thé ctia Mot Nén Viét Triét
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chii thuy€&t xa hoi lai gan cho cdc nén triét hoc khéc, ngoai
trit tri€t hoc clia Marx-Lenin, cdi t6i phong ki€n, phan
dong, hi nho."”> Ngay cho tdi th€ hé hién nay, khi bidt
chiing t6i chil truong nghién ctu Viét triét, nhiéu tri thifc
van con ngac nhién, cho 1a dau 6c ching t6i léch lac,
“thi€u nio tang.”

Ngudc lai, ciing ¢6 nhitng vi gidm qui quy&t la chiing ta
khong nhitng ¢6 mot nén Viét tri€t, ma tri€t hoc clia chiing
ta (hay néi ding hon, tri€t hoc ctia ho) “vi dai” vudt xa cic

cdnh nhu vay, cu phdi vong vo tam quéc, trude hét tich Khdng Tt khoi
dong Hdn tdc, rdi cho phu tif thuéc dong Bach Viét, d€ rdi ching minh
nguyén nho 13 tv twdng ctia Bach Viét. Chinh vi vdy ma cdc bic khoa
bang coi Kim Pinh 1a ngdng cudng; thim chi chiti 6ng 13 mdt lang
bim. Gido su Nguyén Ping Thuc khi viét vé tri€t hoc Viét vin coi TAu
nht mot bic thiy ma dng chi 1 hoc trd ngoan ngodn.

"> Thi du tri€t gia Trin Ptc Thio trong ludn vin Triét ly dd di dén
ddu? (Paris: Minh T4n, 1950). Trong tic phim nay (tr. 54), ho Trin
phédn xét cdc nén tri€t hoc ngodi hoc thuyét clia Marx nhu 1a nhitng tin
tich clia phong ki€n. Ong chiti ria thuyét hién sinh (ton tai) nhu sau:
“Nhitng bon t bin lai dudc mdt hang ché sin 1 may nha triét hoc tdn
tai ding 1y thuy&t quanh quén gidi thich ring c6 thit vong méi ton tai
dich thyrc.” Trich bdi Nguyén Vin Trung, “Pdi diéu ghi nhin vé 6ng
Trin Dtc Thdo,” tdi in trong P& Thoai, s6 3 (Garden Grove, 8. 1994) ,
tr, 113. Ti€c thay, trong bai nay Nguyén Vin Trung ban luin vé tu
tdng cia Tran Dc Thdo thi qud it, song phé binh ma ly nhin cich
clia 6ng Thdo qud nhiéu. Ong Trung diing nhitng danh 6 hay tinh tir ra't
nidng nhu “phi nhdn cdch, phi ngad (impersonalité),” (chid thich 17, tr.
118) d€ néi vé con ngudi dng Thio. Mot 16i phé binh nhu viy ciing
khong kha hon 18i chiti ddng clia Gido su Thdo 1a bao. Chiing tdi chd
dgi nhitng nghién cdu ¢6 tinh cdch khoa hoc khong phan biét ton gido,
¥ hé, ddng phdi vé cdc tv twdng gia Viét nhu Tran Dic Thio, Luong
Kim Binh.

Viét Triét Ludn Tap 1
Kha Thé ctia Mot Nén Viét Triét
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nén tri€t hoc khac.'* Chiing t61 khong gidm nghi nhu ho,
mic di ching t6i xdc quyét c6 modt nén Viét trit. Nhu
nhitng 6ng lang vudn, ching t6i khong gidm ngdng cudng
sdnh minh véi cdc danh y nhu Louis Pasteur.'’ Song cho du
1a lang vudn, khong ai c¢é thé phit nhin, lang vudn ciing 12
mot thay thudc, va thudc ta cling 13 mdt mén y dudc, diu
ring thudc ta chua hiéu nghiém duge nhu thudc Tay. Piém
khidc ma chiing ta thudng hay quén, d6 1a y hoc tdy phudng
tir Hippocrates, can ca trén hai ngan nim méi phat trién téi

" Chiing t61 nghi dén nhitng ngudi nhu Pham Céng Thién trong bin
dich Vé Thé Tinh ciia Chdn Ly clia Martin Heidegger do chinh ho Pham
dich, ciing nhu trong cdc tdp sich HO Thdm Tu Tudng, vin vin cla
ong. Trong phan din nhip cta Vé Thé Tinh ciia Chéan Ly, 6ng ty coi
minh nhu dai triét gia dudng d6i thoai v6i Heidegger va Nietzsche.
Tuong t, ching t6i ciing lién tudng t6i 6ng Nguyén Vin Tho, vdi
nhitng cAu tuyén bd vé nén tri€t hoc cla 6ng. Theo 6ng, triét hoc clia
dng nd vi dai, ‘vugt xa’ cdc nén i€t Iy Pong Tiy. Xin xem bai tham
luin clia 6ng trong Poi Thoai vdi Gido Hoang John-Paul I cia Giao
Piém. Nha nghién cttu vin héa tré Duong Ngoc Diing d4 hoi ning 15i
phé binh cic tic gid Giao Piém vé ki€n thitc han hep clia ho. Xin xem
Dudng Ngoc Diing, Nhdn Dinh cdc Tri Thitc Phdt Gido trong nhdm
Giao Piém Hoa Ky (Cambridge, 1996). Ching t6i nhin nhitng ngudi
nghién cttu vin héa Viét nhu nhém Giao Pi€m, Binh Nguyén Ldc,
Nguyén DPing Thuc... vdi mot tinh cdm phic tap: vira phuc cdi ty tin
ciing nhu nb Iuc cla ho, song ciing vita cdm thdy ti€c cho sy vdi va,
hap tap va nh4't 12 16i nhin bdn vi, ¥ hé clia ho.

1% Ti€n s§ Vii Dinh Trac titng cho ring, mot trong nhitng dai danh y ciia
dong phuong, Hii Thugng Lan Ong, 13 ngudi Viét. Xin tham khio Vi
Pinh Tric, Viét Nam trong Quy Pgo Thé Gidi (Orange: Hoi Hitu,
1985); cling nhu cing mot tdc gid, Nhi#ng Cdy Thudc Van Linh
(Orange: Hoi Hitu, 1990). Ching t6i khong gidm xdc quyét quan diém
ctia Han Chuong tién sinh, vi vugt khéi linh vuc hi€u bi€t ctia minh.

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Kh4 Thé ctia Mot Nén Viét Triét
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trinh do khoa hoc, vay thi ai c6 thé phli nhin 12 nhitng 6ng
Jang vudn, néu c¢d ging, thi mdt ngay nao dé, ciing c6 thé
tr4 thanh danh y? Chiing t6i thi€t nghi, nhitng chl truong
trai ngudc trén khong gitip gi miy cho cong cudc xay dung
Viét triét, bdi 1€, ho da hi€u tri€t hoc mdt cich léch lac,
néu khong gidm néi 13 sai 1dm, cyc doan hay mot chiéu.
Thé nén, chdi bd Viét tri€t 13 mot thai d6 chua da y thic.
Tuy nhién ngugc lai, ty ton vinh Viét tri€t 1én hang minh
tri€t cling chi phdn dnh tri thitc han hep cda chiing ta ma
théi. Nhu doc gid c6 1& da nhin ra, ching t6i chi truong
mo6t nén Viét triét, song nhin dinh ring, n6 ludén § trong
tinh trang dién bién, va c¢d gdng vuon 1én téi nhitng giao
doan cao hon, hiu c6 thé ddi phé vdi nhitng khé khin va
thach dd cho ngudi Viét trong nhitng giai doan mdi nay.
Poan sau nhim lam sdng t6 quan niém nay.

Pé chitng minh sy hién hitu clia mot nén Viét tri€t,
trude tién ching ta phdi xdc dinh lai y nghia, hinh thic
cling nhu cong ning clia tri€t hoc. Nhu ching t6i da chi
truong trong hai chuong thd ba va thif tw, khong dua ra mot
dinh nghia c6 dinh vé tri€t hoc; nhung chi ban vé nhiing
trudng phéi tri€t hoc ciing nhu vé bdn chat va ban tinh clia
Viét triét. Noi day, ngudi vi€t ciing chi xin dugc minh xdc
Viét tri€t qua viéc vach ra mot s6 ngd nhan vé tri€t hoc ma
tho6i.'® Chinh nhitng ngd nhan nay da khi€n nhiéu tri thic

1 V& nhitng @& tai ciing nhu nhitng vadn dé cla tri€t hoc, tp sich Les
Theémes actuels de la philosophie cia Emile Brehier (Paris: Presses
universitaires de France, 19667); va Ten Philosophical Mistakes cla
Mortimer Adler (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1982), tuy cii song
van con gid tri.

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Kha Thé clia Mot Nén Viét Triét
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Viét khéng gidm nhén hay, bi ddt hon, hoan toan phi nhin
Viét triét.

1.1. Ngé nhén 1: L67 Suy T Mot Chiéu

Pa s6 cdc tri€t gia d3 hiéu tri€t hoc theo mot khia canh,
mot ban chat, hay bdn tinh. Ho coi ban chi't (ban tinh) nay
nhu nén tadng siéu hinh, d€ phat trién cic tri thitc khdc nhu
dao difc hoc, tri thitc luan, than hoc, tim 1y hoc, vin van.
Thuyét duy Iy coi céi 1y hinh (€1806) nhit c4i cling dich ciia
tri€t hoc. Tu Plato t6i Descartes, va c6 1& cho t6i thoi dai
clia ching ta, 161 suy tu duy 1y nay liing doan tit cd nén
tri€t hoc Tay phu‘dng.17 Ngugc lai, cling c6 nhitng vi chd
truong duy nghi¢m hay duy thic, ho cho ring nén ting ciia
tri thitc, dao ditc... chinh 1 kinh nghiém, va c6 thé thuc
chirng hay thi nghi€ém dugc. Francis Bacon, John Locke,
David Hume va cdc tri€t gia theo trudng phdi phan tich vin
con duong bdm vao ni€m tin ndy. Lai c6 nhitng vi chd
trudng duy link nhu Hegel, va m6t phan nio duy linh nhu
Henri Bergson, Maurice Blondel. Hegel coi cdi 1y (Aoyoo,
Vernunft) nhu 13 cing dich cia lich si. C4i 1y chinh 14 linh
hon (Seele), tinh than (Geist) va dao 1y (Logik) din dit lich
st con ngudi. Ciing ¢6 nhiéu tr twdng gia nghiéng vé& duy
vdt nhu mot s8 tri€t gia thdi Anh Sdng, va phin 16n nhitng

' Friedrich Nietzsche, Zur Genealogie der Moral (1885-88); Martin
Heidegger, Was heisst Denken? (Pfullingen: Neske, 1956), tr. 23 va
Karl Popper, The Open Society and Its Enemies (London, 1950), tr. 11-
13 va 21-36. Trong cdc tic phdm trén, tuy ngudi sau phé binh ngudi
trudc, song cd ba tri€t gia nay déu cong nhin ring tat cd nén trit hoc
T4y phuong vin con ndm trong béng i cia tri€t hoc Plato.

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Kha Thé clia Mot Nén Viét Triét
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nguoi theo Marx (mdc du nha bdc hoc nay khinh thudng
khong chi truong mot 1y thuyét duy vat “tam thudng,” “thd
16” (vulgaire materialism). N6i tém lai, hinh nhu cdc nén
tri€t hoc thudng hay vudng vao 161 suy tu hdu thiét (meta,
theo nghia cia trudng phdi hiu hién dai, postmodernisme),
hay siéu hinh (uetoy) ndy. Ho cho ring bat ¢t mot nén triét
Iy chan thuc ndo ciing phdi xdy trén mdt nén tdng duy
nhdt, chan that nhit, phd quat nhit, va tat yéu nhat. Nén
tdng nay 1a di€m khdi thiy gidng nhu di€m khdi nguyén
trong todn hoc Archimedes (Archimedian point) va cling la
di€m chung cuc (the omega point). Nhu chiing tdi da trinh
bay, tai hoa ctia mot 161 suy tw duy nhat, “duy nga doc ton”
nay bao gdm: (1) tw n6 da gat bd tdt cd moi kha thé, hay
bt cd ki€n thic nao khdc biét (ttc khong déng nhat) véi
né; (2) khong nhin ra toan thé tinh clia con ngudi, su vit,
th& sinh... (3) déng kin, va trd thanh bat toai (paralyzed,
inertia), bdo thd, va (4) do d6 khong thé phat sinh ra nhitng
tu tudng méi.

"® Xin tham khéo Vuong Hao (Hao Wang), Beyond Analytic Philosophy
(Cambridge: M.IT. Press, 1986). Trong tic phdm niy, ho Vuong, mot
d6 d& cda Ludwig Wittgenstein, William O. Quine, va Kurt Godel,
nguyén Chinh Gido tai cdc dai hoc Harvard, Oxford va Rockerfeller,
va la mot trong nhitng tri€'t gia trudng phdi phén tich, dd nhin ra nhitng
khuy&t diém clia duy nghiém va phuong phdp phén tich. Ldi phit doan,
tr. xi. Ching tdi dic biét nhic t6i Vuong Hao, khdng phdi vi 6ng 13 nha
tri&t hoc 16n cta phdi tri€t hoc phan tich, song c6 1& vi dng dai biéu cho
gidi tri€t hoc Trung Hoa dd ting tin vao nén triét hoc nay. Ciing cin
phdi nhin manh noi day la, ho Vuong 1a mdt trong nhitng triét gia A
chiu ndi bat trong trudng phdi phan tich, giéng nhw Trin Pic Thio
tirng ndi bat trong trudng phdi hién tugng duy vat vay. Ciing xin xem
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1.2. Ngé nhin 2: L6i Suy Tu' Gidgn Hoa

Lbi 1am tht hai, d6 12 viéc vi qud bi 4nh hudng cda
todn hoc, nén tri€t hoc d4p dung phuong phip ciing nhuw
quan niém gidn héa (reduction, simplification) trong todn
hoc vao tit cd moi déi tugng, moi khia canh, moi tri thic,
moi cdm gidc, moi hanh dong, va cho moi ngudi. L&i rodn
héa (mathematization) ndy bao gdm hai phan: (1) phan thi
nhat don (gidn) hdéa (reduction) tit cd moi khia canh, sinh
hoat, vin van, vao trong mdt 161 nhin, mot nguyén 1y, mot
ban ning, mét quy ludt, mot gibng ngudi... Néi cach khic,
tri€t gia, nhat 13 nhitng ngudi theo Descartes, coi triét hoc
nhu 12 moét cong thifc todn ma nha todn hoc, hay mdt nha
vat 1y 1y thuyét (theoretical physicist), hay mot nha vat 1y
thién thé (astro-physicist) nhu Galileo Galilei, Isaac
Newton, Albert Einstein... deo dudi. Giéng nhu phuong
trinh todn hoc, tri€t hoc chi 1a mdt gidn lugc héa ti't cd moi
th€ sinh, sinh hoat, cdm nghi... vao trong mdt nguyén 1y.
Thé nén, tir Thales dé&n thyi dai gin day, cic triét gia da
bé nhu hiu hét thdi gid vao viéc khdm phd nguyén 1y doc
nhit nay, tr Nudc (Thales), t6i Lita (Heraclite), tdi Khi
(Anaximandres) t6i S6 (Pythagoreans), t6i Ly Hinh (e1doo,
Plato); hay tu Thdi Cuc t6i Am Duong, tr Ludng Cuc tdi
Tt Tuong, 16i t6i Bat Quai, rdi téi van vat. (2) Thi t6i, mot
khi da khdam ph4 ra nguyén 1y (principle), triét gia dua trén
nguyén 1y nay dé€ ti€p tuc phat tri€n thanh nhitng dinh dé

thém “Khoa hoc - Tri€t hoc Pdi dim - Vuong Hao dit Trin Vin
Doan,” phat thanh trén Trung Qudc Qudng Bdc Céng Ty (Pai Bic,
24.05. 1987), va in trong Triét Hoc di¢ Van Héa (Pai Bic, 11.1987).

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Khi Thé ctia Mot Nén Viét Tri6t



Trin Vin Poan 324

(thesis), dinh 1y (theorem), dinh nghia (definition), thudc
tinh (attributes), dic tinh (charateristics), van van. Mot 161
suy tu nhu vy khoéng nhitng vip pham vao nhitng 16i 1am
cla 161 suy tu duy ngi (solipsism) hay don chét (monism),
ma nghiém trong hon, khong thé nhin ra toan dién tinh cia
st vat, cha th€ sinh," van van. C4i nguy hiém hon cé, d6
chinh 12 né khi€n th€ sinh trd thanh ngh&o nan; né gidn
luge ¥ nghia nhan sinh vao mot y nghia duy nhit; hay ép
budc At cd moi sinh hoat clia con ngudi vao trong mot miu
muc duy nhat (uniformed);20 va nhu vy, rit c¢é thé hoan

Ny I R A on 21
toan ddnh mat hét y nghia cua cudc song.

' Xin tham kbdo Richard Bermnstein, Beyond Objectivism and
Relativism (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1985).
Trong tic pham nay, Gido su Bernstein clia Hoc Vién Haveford nhan
dinh 12 tri€t hoc hién dai (vdi 4 triét gia dai biu nhuv Hans-Georg
Gadamer, Hanna Arendt, Jurgen Habermas va Richard Rorty) duong
nd Iyc vuot khi c4i 18i nhin don thudn, duy nhat. Y ki€n tudng tv ciing
thdy trong cdc bai viét cia Karl Otto Apel, Jurgen Habermas, Hans-
Georg Gadamer (Pic), Jacques Derrida, Michel Foucault, Francois
Lyotard, Paul Riceour (Phdp), Richard Rorty, Donald Davidson, Hilary
Putnam, Alasdair Maclntyre, John Rawls, Arthur Danto (My) va
Charles Taylor, Michael Dummett (Anh). Xin tham khdo: John
Raichman va Cornel West chb., Post-Analytic Philosophy (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1985); cling nhu Kenneth Baynes, James
Bohman va Thomas McCarthy, chb., After Philosophy - End or
Transformation (Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 1987).

2 Pa 56 cdc triét gia & thé ky 20 di nhin ra nguy cd cla 181 suy tu nay.
Chtng t6i chi xin din mot s8 tdc phdm dai bi€u nhu: Max Horkheimer
and Theodor Adorno, Dialektik der Auklarung (1947), Ludwig
Wittgenstein, Philosophical Investigations (1951), Karl Popper, Open
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1.3. Ngé nhdn 3: L61 Suy Tw Ban Vi

Di€m sai 1dm thit ba ma chiing ta thdy noi thé giéi Au
My, d6 14 ho cho 161 suy tu, phudng phép tri€t hoc, ciing
nhu nhitng d€ 4n ma ho thio luan nhw 12 nhitng miu muc
cho tri€t hoc trén th€ gisi. Va tryc ti€p hay gidn tiép, dua
vao bao luc quan su, kinh t&, va ton gido, ho bit nhitng
nude nhuge ti€u phai theo, theo diing phuong chim “theo
thi s0ng, phan thi ché€t” (to be or not to be), clia dai thi hio
Shakespeare. Loi suy tw ban vi, 18y Au chau 1am trung tAm
(euro-centrism), va phat xui't tir bin ngi, coi bin ngi nhu
12 chii thé (tir Descartes téi Husserl), hay coi d6i tugng nhu
12 chinh chi dé (subject) ciia tri€t hoc (t¥ Locke cho tdi
nén tri€t hoc Anh-My hién dai) gat b tit c nhitng 16i suy
tw khic. L6i suy tu duy ngd doc ton thudng thiy trong tdn
gido nay dugc gidi triét hoc Au M§ bién thanh mét vii khi,
mot bdn gid tri, ciing nhy tAm mifc do lwdng moi vin héa.
Th€ nén, ho gin cdi nhin hiéu man di, moi g, ring rd,
man di, phdn khoa hoc, mé tin, di doan vio mit, 1én vai...
cdc nén vin héa khic. Hodc néu ho lich sy hon mét chiit,
ho coi cdc nén vin héa khdc nhy thé nhitng budc diu tho
thi€n (primitive) cdia nén vin minh nhan loai,?> hay phan

Society and its Enemies (1951), Michel Foucault, Archéologie du savoir
(1969), Jurgen Habermas, Theorie des kommunikativen Handels (1981).
2 Edmund Husserl, Die Krisis der europaische Wissenschaft und
Phanomenologie (1936), bdn dich Anh ngit cia David Carr (Evanston:
North Western University Press, 1973). Phin vé The Loss of Meaning.
2 Auguste Comte, Le Cours de philosophie positiviste, sdd.
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dnh cdi cd cdu cin ban tién vin minh (pre-civilization),23
hay nhu 13 sy don dudng cho nén vin héa Kitd gido
(preambula fidei) nhu nhiéu nha truyén gido da tiing xdc
tin.2* Mot 16i nhin nhu vay thuc ra khong chi 15i thdi,” ma
phan anh sy thi€u tri thitc clia nhitng ngudi chdl truong,*® va

¥ Claude Lévi-Strauss, La pensée sauvage (Paris: Plon, 1962);
Anthropologie structurale (Paris: Plon, 1958); ciing nhu Tristes
tropiques (Paris: Plon, 1955).

 Quan niém nay do da s6 cdc nha truyén gido dong Tén chi truong,
dic biét cdc linh muc nhu Matteo Ricci. Xin tham khdo Pasqua D’Elia,
Fonti Ricciane (Rome, 1942-1949). Cuc doan hon, nhiéu vi truyén gido
dong Pa-Minh vi Phan-Sinh cho cédc ton gido déng phudng 1a ta dao.
Do anh hudng clia hai ddng Pa-Minh va Phan-Sinh, ma Gido chl
Innocent X ra sic 1énh cAm tip tuc ciing nhu nghi 1& kinh bdi t8 tién
(1645), va sau @6 dugc Gido chi Clement XI citng rin thi hanh.

» Xin tham khdo Joseph Sebes, “A ‘Bridge’ Between East and West:
Father Matteo Ricci, S.J. His Times, His Life, and His Method of
Cultural Accomodation,” trong The Proceedings of the International
Conference in the Commemoration of Matteo Ricci’s 400 Years in
China (Pai Bic, 1983). Ciing xin xem thém: Trin Vin Doan, “The
Problem of Incomensurability in Cultures - The Case of Christianity
and Confucianism,” in trong The Annals of the Asian Association of
Cath. Philosophers (1993), tdi in trong The Asian Journal of Philosophy
,tdp 2, s6 2 (Mua Péng, 1995).

%% Noi day, chiing t6i ¢8 ¥ néu ra vai tic gia Au My (cht khong phai A
chiu), khong phdi vi trong Tay hay MY, song bdi vi ho nghién ctu sdu
rong va thau triét ca hai nén vin héa dong tdy, va nhat 1a dé trinh bi
ngd nhin 12 ban vi. Cdc vi nay cho ring, 161 nhin bdn vi vudng vao
nhitng 16i cin bdn nhu sau: (1) sai 1am pham trd (2) 14n 16n th€ sinh,
hay (3) &u tri, va nhdt1a (4) phdn khoa hoc, va (5) thi€u luin ly. Xin
tham khio cdc tdic pham: Peter Winch, The Idea of a Social Science and
Its Relation to Philosophy (London, 1959); Clifford Geertz, The
Interpretation of Cultures (New York, 1973); Francois Lyotard, Les
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nht 12 sai 14m.”” Chiing ta c6 1& khong cAn phii bién ho
cho vin héa A chiu, bdi vi chinh nhitng nha trf thitc Au My
12 nhitng ngudi dau tién nhdn ra gid tri cla tu tudng déng
phuong.”® Pi€m ma ching 6i mu6n doc gia chi ¥, 1a 16i
nhin ban vi trén, ti€c thay lai bi mot phin 16n gidi triét hoc
A chiu, va Viét Nam chap nhin mot cich thi€u suy tu,
thi€u ty trong. T nhém Ngii T¢ Van Pong nhu H6 Thich,
Tai Nguyén Phiét & bén Tau (1919), cho téi cdc nha Tay
hoc tai Viét Nam vao thip nién 1930, ngudi A dong chiing
ta coi Tay, coi My nhu 1a thién dudng; nhu 12 muc dich cia
cudc song. Tai Viét Nam, cdc nha tri thifc chi nghi dén lam
6ng phan, 6ng tham, 6ng doc dé cé thé “tdi rugu sam banh,
sdng sita bd.” Tai cdc dai hoc Viét Nam, chuong trinh triét

conditions postmodernes (Paris, 1978). Bdn dich Anh ngit cia G.
Bennington, The Postmodern Conditions - A Report on Knowledge, sdd.;
Jacques Gernet, Chine et Christianisme (Paris: Gallimard, 1982). Ban
dich Anh ngit cia Janet Lloyd, China and the Christian Impact
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985). Cic tic phim nay di
dugc ching t6i nhic tdi trong chudng thi ba cla Viét Triét Ludn Tdp.

27 Andrew Chih, mot linh muc Trung Hoa nhdn dinh vé su sai 1dm cia
La-M3 nhu sau: “C4 tdng tda (tda thdnh) 14n cdc nha thira sai di khong
c6 mot cdi nhin trung thyc vé thdi @ nhin ban cda ngudi TAu trong tén
gido (cda ho).” Andrew Chih, Chinese Humanism - A Religion Beyond
Religion (Taipei: Fujen University Press, 1981), tr. 9.

*® Céc nha bic hoc dong Tén (Giésu hitu) nhu Matteo Ricci, Teilhard
de Chardin; cic nha nghi€n cifu nhit Joseph Needham, va ngay ci céc
tri€t gia nhu Leibniz, Hegel, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche déu nhin ra
nhitng gid tri cao ci cha nén vin héa A chiu. B Science and
Civilization in China cia Joseph Needham (sdd.) chifng minh mot cdch
rat khoa hoc 1 nén khoa hoc, triét hoc... cia Trung Hoa d4 titng vugt
xa Au chiu vao trude thé ky 17.
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[19%-4

hoc gdm “rat” tri€t tdy. Trong cdc hoc vién, dai ching
vién, chuong trinh tri€t cling ning vé kinh vién, hay tri€t
hoc hién dai tdy phudng. Trong chudng trinh dao tao ting
ni cia Phat gido, ching ta cling khong thay khd hon bao
nhiéu. Ngay céc kinh niém thudng nhit, cling day nhitng tir
ngit phién am (chu khong phdi phién dich) tu ngon ngit
“tay phuong” (Tay truc, An Do) ma ching ai hiéu.” Vay
thi, cAn phai c6 mdt cdi nhin trung thyc hon, va khach quan
hon. Nhitng nén tri€t hoc tdy phuong rat ¢ gla tri, song
chiing khong phéi 1a nén tang cho tat cd moi nén tri€t hoc
khéc. Y hét, ching ta rdt trong ki€u suy tu cua chung ta,
song chiing ta khong dugc phép coi né nhu thé 13 nén méng
cho t4t cd moi céch suy tu. Mot khi § thitc duge diém nguy
hai cta sy doc ton, duy ban vi tdiy phuong (ngoai lai) trén,
va nhudge diém cla 181 nhin ban vi cdch chung, chiing ta
phai gat bd h%n 16i nhin nay. Va chi khi nao tim thifc bin
vi dudc rira sach, lic &y ching ta méi mong c6 thé tim ra
gi4 tri dich thyc cla chinh minh. Chi khi d6, nhu ching tdi
man nghi, Viét tri€t s& tdi hign, chi khong phdi la phat
sinh hay xuit hién. Viét tri€t khong phdi, va cling khdng
cin, va cang khong nén dya vao nhitng giai thoai, hay na
thdn thoai nira nhan thoai, ki€u nhing miu truyén théu
rong vé& phugng vé nhitng anh hing din toc nhu Nguyén
Trai, hay Phit P6ng Thién Vudng, hay vé nhitng nho gla
dao gia nhu Nguyén Binh Khiém. Nhitng ki€u thém mim
thém mudi vao nhitng nhin vat din toc, chi 12 m6t sy thi
nhan 16i suy tu ban vi ma thdi. Tri€t hoc 12 mot phdn tinh

2 B& Manh Tri, Ngon Tay va Mdt Trdng (Paris: Tin, 1995).
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khoa hoc, khong thé va khong duge phép dua vio nhitng
chitng ¢6 tudng tugng hay phéng dai t6 mau d€ di dén két
luén.

1.4. Ngo nhian 4: T Duy va Thic Hanh hay Thuc Hanh
va Tu Duy

Di€m sai 1dm thit tu clia tri€t hoc d6 13 sy 1An 16n giita
tr duy (theory) va thuc hanh (praxis), gita 1y tudng (ideal)
va thyc tién (reality). Tri€t hoc Au M§ néi chung, thudng
chi trong t6i 1y thuy&t. Ngay cd vé nhitng van dé thuc
hanh ciing dugc cdc triét gia 1y thuyé€t héa, va phat trién
thanh nhitng nén dao difc rit ¢6 gi4 tri trén ly thuyé&t. Ho
nhan dinh ring, nfu 1y thuyé&t ding, thi chic chin cé thé
thuc hién d’u’qc.30 Mot quan ni€m nhu vdy khong sai, song
khong hoan toan ding. Bdi 1€, t duy chi ¢ thé néu chiing
ta ¢6 nhitng van d€ can gidi quy&t; ma nhitng van dé nay
trudc hét 12 nhitng vdn dé thuc tién. N6i cach khic, ly
thuy€t khong dé ra thuc hanh. N6 cé thé hudng din, chi
dao, song khong giit vai trd quyét dinh nhu céc riét gia duy
1y va duy tam khu khv cdi c8i cai chdy.”’ Song néi nhu thé,

* Nhu thiy trong ciu tuyén bd gido diéu cla nha triét hoc duy 1y
Hegel: “C4i chi c6 1y, tit phdi hién thuc; ma céi chi d3 hién thuc, thi
t41 phdi ¢6 1y.” (Was vernunftig ist, das ist wirklich; und was wirklich
ist, das ist vernunftig), trong Gundlinien der Philosophie des Rechts,
Phian din nhip, tr. 24, trich tf G.W.F. Hegel - Werke in zwanzig
Banden, do Eva Moldenhauer va Kurt Markus Michel chb. (Frankfurt a.
M.: Suhrkamp, 1970), tip 7.

3! Kant d4 nhan thic dugc su kién nay khi tri€t gia viét bai “Uber den
Gemeinsprucht: das mag in der Theorie richtig sein, taught aber nicht
fur die Praxis” (Ly thuyét c6 thé ding, song khong thwc hinh dudgc),
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ching t6i cling khong chi truong ngudc lai, cho thuc hanh
dé ra ly thuyé&t. Béi 1€, tuy ai ciing c6 thuc hanh, song
khong phai bat cit ngudi nio cing ¢6 thé tao ra ly thuyét.
Marx hdi qué da khi dng chi truong thuc hanh nhu la mot
nguyén 1y 51 haftu.32 Piing ra, chiing ta phéi ndi 1a, chi khi
nio ching ta phdt hién vin nan, suy tu, tim ki€m nguyén
nhan, cin bénh, va sau do6 di tim gidi phdp, thi lic d6 mdi
c6 1y thuyét. Song ngay khi phdt hién van nan (thyc hanh),
con ngudi da suy tu. VAy thi ly thuy&t va thuc hanh 1a cip
bai song tring, khong thé tdch biét. Gi6éng nhu hai mau
tring va den, ching ta khong thé xdc quyé€t tring néu
khong c6 den, hay den néu khong c6 tring. Thé nén, ddi
lai cau danh ngdn clia Kant, ching ta c6 thé néi, ly thuyét
khong cé thuc hanh chic hdn tréng rong, ma thuc hanh
thi€u 1y thuyé&t cling s& dui mit.>> Vay nén, tri€t hoc khong
dugc phép ditng khung lai, va tu han hep trong cong viéc
tu bién, 1y ludn, song phai truy nguyén van nan phdt sinh
trong khi thyc hanh.

Tuy nhién, n€u tri€t hoc khong chi la 1y thuyé&t sudng,
va néu ngay ca 1y thuy€t vé thuc hanh ciing chua dq, thi
chiing ta bt budc phdi suy tu tri€t hoc tir mot khia canh

trong Kants Gesamelte Schriften, do Han Lam Vién Khoa Hoc Hoang
Gia Phé bién soan (Berlin 1902-1942), tip 8, tr. 283, va dic biét, tr. 22-
24,

3 MEW 3.7 Thesen uber Feurbach (1845); MEW 23, 193 Das Kapital;
EB 1, 542 Pariser Manuskripte (1844).

¥ Cau chdm ngdn cda Kant nguyén nghia nhu sau: "Ly tri s& tréng
réng néu thi€u kinh nghiém, trong khi kinh nghiém s& mu quing néu
thidu Iy tri.”
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khic, d6 Ia khia canh nhén sinh. Chiing ta c6 thé€ néi, muc
dich chinh ctia mot nén i€t 1y trung thuc d6 1a tim ra
nhitng phuong th& hitu hiéu d€ gidi quyé&t nhitng vin nan
nhén sinh. Tri hanh hiép nhit khong phai 1a sy ddong nhat
giita 1y thuy€t va thyc hanh, hay tu duy va hanh déng, song
12 mot ki€u néi doi bude chiing ta ludn phdi di tim gidi dap
cho nhitng vAn nan thudng nhat, ma nhitng gidi ddp d6 phai
c6 tinh chdt quing bac va diy hiéu ning. Tir nhitng suy tu
trén, chiing t6i phan tinh vé Viét triét.
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2. VIET TRIET VA VAN NAN HIEN TAI

Trong phan nay, ching to6i ddc biét nhdn manh dén ly
do giai thich su hién hitu ctia Viét tri€t. Ly do chinh y&u dé6
luén lién quan truc ti€p hay gidn ti€p tdi cudc sdng clia con
ngudi: 1am th€ nio duy tri, 1am sao c6 thé bdo vé, lam
cdch nao dé€ phét trién cudc sdng, va tai sao phai sdng?
N6i cach khdc, Viét tri€t 12 mot nén triét hoc nhdn sinh
(philosophy of life, Lebensphilosophie). Thé nén, muc dich
va nhiém vu ctia Viét tri€t khong chi ddp @ng nhitng cdu
hdi trén, ma con phai suy tu vé (1) céch th€ (phudng phdp)
dé dat t6i muc dich; phat trién ciing nhu tinh hoa hda
phuong phip; vé (2) kha thé cla nhiing muc dich mdi,
phuong th€ mdi, cling nhu hitu hiéu tinh cud ching; va phat
hién nhitng vdn nan ngin tr8, truy héa, bi€n thé, hay hly
hoai su séng; (3) tim ki€m nhitng phuong liéu, phuong thé,
hay dugc liéu ngd hiu cé thé gidi quyét nhitng vdn nan
trén. N6i cdch chung, cong viéc cin ban clia Viét triét gdm
truy nguyén nhitng vin nan, vd dua ra nhitng gidi quyé€t
hitu hiéu, trudng ciru va quang bac.”” Dya theo so dé trén,

* Ndi day, ching t6i 4p dung phuong phdp phé pham ly tinh (rational
criticism) tifc “chinh dinh va phd dinh” (justification and falsification)
clia Karl Popper, tri€t gia th3i danh ngudi Ao, Chinh Gido ctia School
of Economics and Politics, dai hoc Luin Pén. Popper nhdn dinh vé
phuong phédp cda khoa hoc xa hdi nhu sau: (a) Muc dich cta khoa hoc
(x4 héi ciing nhu ty nhién) ndm trong viéc di tim nhimmg gidi ddp cho
cdc van nan. (b) Cic gidi ddp nay phdi dugc phé binh. N&u gidi ddp
sai, ta phdi gat bd, va dua ra mot gidi ddp mdi. © Phai ti€p tuc phé
binh gidi dip méi nay. N&u khong gat bd dugc, ching ta tam thdi chdp
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chiing toi phan loai cdc van dé ma Viét tri€t phdi d6i dién
theo: [1] nhitng vdn nan hitu thé,* [2] nhitng vin nan y
thitc, [3] nhitng van nan tri thitc, [4] nhitng vin nan thuc
hanh, va [5] nhitng vAn nan thuc ti€n c6 tinh cdch cong cu.
Trudc khi di vio nhitng vdn nan trén, ching ta cin phdi
phin tich ¥ nghia ctia vin nan. Ching t6i hi€u v&n nan nhu
nhitng kho6 khan, ngén trd, nhitng cin bénh, nhitng tai hai...
cho cudc sdng, cho su suy tu, cho cong viéc, cho tinh cam,
cho sy tudng giao, van van.>® Vay thi, khi chiing t6i n6i vé
v&n nan hitu thé, diéu d6 cé nghia 12 ching t6i mudn ban
vé nhitng trd ngai cho con ngudi trong chinh ban chat cla
n6é. b€ doc gid c6 hiéu thém vé y nghia cia vdn nan,
ching t6i d& nghi nhitng tiéu chufn sau:

nhén, song khéng dugc phép khong ti€p tuc phé binh né. (d) N6i tém
lai, phuong phép khoa hoc nhim gidi quy&t vin nan nhd vio phé binh
mdt cdch nghiém nhit. P6 13 viée tim béi 161 1Am bing chinh sy phé
pham (trial and error). Xin tham khdo Karl Popper, “The Logic of the
Social Sciences,” trong Theodor W. Adorno chb., The Positivist Dispute
in German Sociology (London: Heineman, 1975), tr. 89-90.

* Trong phan nay, ching t6i theo 161 nhin cia Hans Georg-Gadamer,
mot triét gia thdi danh, cha dé cia mon théng di€n (hermeneutics) hién
dai, vd nguyén 12 moén sinh cda Martin Heidegger. Trong tdc phim
kinh dién Chdn Ly va Phwong Phdp (Wahrheit und Method) (Tuibingen:
Mohr, 1960), Gadamer nhin dinh, mdt trong nhitng nghia vu cda triét
hoc 13 gitip con ngudi c6 mdt sy hiéu bi€t chan thyc vé chinh con
ngudi. Do d6 diém phat xuit cla triét hoc chinh 13 hitu thé, mot hitu
thé dugc cau k&t bdi cdm tinh, xa tinh, va lich st tinh. Wahrheit und
Merthod, tr.7-38, va 250.

% Vin nan bao gdm: gip khé khin (difficult), c6 vin dé
(problematical), trd ngai (obstacle), nghi van (questionable) va thich
d6 (defiable), van van.

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Kh3 Thé cta Mot Nén Viét Triét



Trin Vin Poan 334

Thi nhat, ching ta phdt hién van nan hay khé khin ciia
hanh dong, t8 chiic, tudng giao, suy tu, cdm nghi... (1) khi
khong thé thuc hién (cdm nghi, twdng giao, tic dong, van
van); (2) khi hau qua bat Igi, c6 hai (3) khong t6t dep, (4)
ba't hanh, hay thi€u hanh phic, (5) khi sai 1Am (qua viéc
nhin thic, phdn dodn).

Thit t6i, mitc d6 nghiém trong cla vAn nan c6 thé kiém
chitng qua tim d6 cda tai hai nhu (1) ngan trd, (2) mit mat,
thi€u s6t, (3) té liét, va (4) tiéu diét, chét chéc; ciing nhu
quang do cua tai hai nhu (1) cd nhan, (2) gia dinh, (3) tap
thé, (4) xa hoi, (5) qudc gia, gidng ndi, va (6) nhin loai.

Hi€u v&n nan theo nghia trén, chiing ta c6 thé phan biét:
Th¢ nhat, khong phdi mdi vin nan déu gidng nhau. Tuy
theo mdi muc dich, ching ta cé nhitng van nan khdc biét,
thi du vAn nan hitu thé néi 1én nhitng trd ngai cho chinh
b&n tinh cta con ngudi; trong khi van nan tri thitc chi phdn
dnh nhitng khé khiin trong nhén thifc, trong vi¢c phan biét
chan thuc va gia d6i, t6t lanh va xdu xa; vin nan thuc hanh
chi nhitng ngan trd trong khi gidi quy&t nhitng khé khin
cda su sdng chung giita con ngudi; va van nan thuc tién
hay cong cu néi 1én khé khin k§ thudt trong khi gidi quyét
van dé&, khé khin 4p dung, khé khin phdt minh cong cu,
van van. Thd téi, nhitng vAn nan trén khong ddng nhat.
Ching dbi khi mau thudn. Thi du ndi giia khong phdn dnh
su thuc, song lai 1am ngudi nghe mat long mat rudt; ndi doi
cing mot lic c6 hai, song ciling c6 th€ ¢6 10i; né c6 thé giai
quy&t van dé, ciing c6 thé lam cho van dé r6i rim thém.
Thtt ba, con ngudsi khong thé chon tat ci, song chi c6 thé
chon nhitng muc dich quan trong nhdt, hay gin nhit, hay
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thAim sdu nh4t. Th€ nén, hanh vi chon lya mic d6 quan
trong theo 1y tinh doi budc ching ta phdi chdp nhan mot s6
vin nan d€ gidi quy&t mdt vin nan quan trong hon. Trong
cdc ton gido, chinh tri, vA ngay cd thAm m§, ching ta thdy
c6 khuynh huéng nhu vay. N6i cich khéc, ching ta khong
thé trdnh, hay gidi quyét tat cd moi van nan. Chiu dau khd
dé dugc citu rdi; diét duc d€ dudc citu d9; hy sinh c4 nhian
dé gidi phéng qubc gia, van van; tdt cd cling mot lic néi
1én tinh chat tdt y&u hay khong thi€t yé&u, tdt dinh hay vo
dinh. Ching ciing chi ra tinh chit miu thudn cla cédc
phuong thé, cling nhu bt todn cta cdc tri thic vé€ van nan
nhan sinh. P& doc gid cé thé theo ddi mdt cdch d& dang
ludn dé, ching t6i tam phan tich vin nan nhin sinh va
nhitng van nan clia din Viét vao nhitng ti€u dé nhu vén
nan hitu thé, vin nan y thitc, van nan tri thitc va van nan
thuc hanh.

2.1. Nhitng Vin Nan Hiu Thé

Nhu chiing t6i di ndi, vin nan hitu th€ néi 1én nhitng
khé khdn cho chinh ban tinh con ngudi. Khi con ngudi
khong con 12 ngudi; khi con ngudi bién thé; khi con ngudi
khong thé nhin ra minh nhy ngudi, diy 13 nhitng vadn nan
ma chiing t6i goi 12 vAn nan hitu thé. Hi€u nhu vy, vin
nan hitu thé bao gdm: vong thin, tha hda, vat h(’>a,37 va hu
vd. Noi day, chiing t6i xin gidi thich mo6t cdch vin tit cdc
van nan nhu sau:

3 yvé nhitng vdn nan vong thin, tha héa, di héa, vit héa, ching 61 da
ban d&n mét cdch rong hon trong chuong “Dan Chi Chi Pao,” va trong
“Viét Triét Pi Vé Pau?” bdd, trong Pinh Hudng, tr. 18-20.
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Vong thdn 1a tinh trang con ngudi ddnh mét chinh minh.
Sy mét chinh minh c¢6 thé do chinh ching ta gy ra, ciing
c6 th& do xa hdi, gido duc, ton gido, chinh tri, va nhit 1a
kinh t€. Vong than mang nhi€u hinh thdi khdc nhau, tiy
theo mitc d6 ciia su bi€n dang, hay (thi€u) y thic cia con
ngudi. Nhitng diéu kién ngoai tai hay noi tai trén khién con
ngudi bi€n thinh mdt mén db, mot su vat, tic bi vdr héa
(reification, nhu Marx va Lukdcs phan tich), mdt mén hang
trao d8i (commodities, nhw Marx va nhom tdn Marx nhin
dinh), c6 th& budn ban, tic thuong mdi héa (nhu thdy trong
thé ché tu bdn ma Marx va Gido hdi Cong gido tirng phé
binh). Chiing ha gi4 con ngudi xudng hang sy vat, nhu bat
ctt s vat hay d6i tugng ndo khac; d6 1a van nan tha héa,
hay ngoai héa (objectification, theo Hegel, Ernst Bloch).
Nhitng diéu kién xa hoi, sin xuat, trao d6i... da ddnh lira
con ngudi v4i nhitng gid tri tam thdi, hay nhitng gid tri nhan
tao, hay nhitng gid tri gid tao (nhu Martin Luther titng phé
binh hanh vi budn thin ban thdnh). Vong than dugc phin
4nh qua tAm trang bit an, bat 6n, bit dinh (nhu Augustin
titng di€n ta), di huong (theo Albert Camus); hay bi dat
hon, trong su tu chdi chinh minh (nhw Ludwig Feuerbach
titng phan tich); qua viéc chdi bd gid tri nhan sinh, va do 4o
tudng coi cudc sdng nhu hién sinh, va do d6 tit chdi su
thing ti€n siéu viét (nhu Gioan-Phaold II tirng k&t dn tu
ban va c3 chd thuy&t duy vat). Vong thin cang rd rét hon
khi con ngudi tit chSi tuong lai, va chdp nhén trang thdi
tuyét vong va v6 vong nhu la cdi 1€ t4t nhién cha ki€p
ngudi nhyu cdc nha tri€t hoc hién sinh, dic biét J. P. Sartre
tirng chid truong.
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Bi thim hon vong than la van nan A v6.>® Khi ma con
ngudi mat hét tat cd muc dich cao quy va ngay cd muc dich
gid t4, tam bg, hién thdi, hay, thuin tiy cong cu, thi luc Ay
con ngudi di ddnh mat y nghia clia cudc ddi. Mot khi coi
cudc doi vo gid tri, thi tat cd nhitng bing gid tri nhv dao
dirc,” khoa hoc, ki€n thic, ciing nhu nhitng 1y twdng nhu
phiic, 16¢, tho, chan, thién, m§... déu bi phi nhan.*® Néi
t6m lai, vin nan hu vo tiém tang trong su chdi bd hitu thé
ty than, trong sy phi nhdn gid tri cda con ngudi, trong viéc
tit khudc tinh chit si€u viét, va trong st nhim 14n lich si
nhu mot sy 1ap lai cudc doi mot cdch vo nghia.

Di€m ma ching t6i mudn nhdn manh noi diy, dé 1a van
nan hitu thé khong phdi 12 mdt dic sdn cia xa hoi tay
phuong, song 12 mot ung nhot nim &n minh trong co thé
cla toan nhan loai. Song, néi nhu mdt nha bénh 1y, néu

*® Theo Martin Heidegger, ngudi dugc coi nhu nhd tw tudng cia thé ky
XX, hur vo chi nghia 12 m6i de doa khdc liét nhat cho con ngudi hién
dai. Xin tham khdo: Martin Heidegger, Der europaische Nihilismus
(Pfullingen: Neske, 1957), ciing nhu trong Nietzsche, tip 11 (Pfullingen:
Neske, 1961). Chiing toi da thdo luin v&n nan hu v6 trong: Trin Vin
Doan, Le Nihilisme de Nietzsche - Essai sur la Métaphysique de
Nietzsche (Innsbruck Universitat, 1975).

* Friedrich Nietzsche, Zur Genealogie der Moral (1885-1888). Ciing
xin tham khdo Tran Vin Poan, “The Nihilistic Essence of Nietzsche’s
Morality,” trong Philosophical Essays, tdp 14-15 (Taipei: Fujen
University Press, 1982-83).

* Friedrich Nietzsche, Wille zur Macht (1887) : “Hu v6 chi nghia 13 sy
viéc tat cd nhitng gid tri t5i cao tu phd bd.” Heidegger l4p lai nhiéu 1in
trong nhiing ludn vin vi€t vé Nietzsche cdia 6ng, dic biét trong hai tic
phdm Nietzsche 11, sdd., tr. 45, 63; va Holwege (Pfullingen: Neske,
1957), tr. 199 va 205.
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ching ta y thitc dugc cin bénh, néu ching ta bi€t phong
bénh, vi n€u chiing ta ludn tim cic phudng thé hiéu luc dé
ngin, va dé chita bénh, thi tai hai vin c6 thé trdnh dudgc.
Trong x4 hdi Viét Nam hién nay, trong con ngudi Viét hién
dai, cho dii s&ng trong hay ngoai nudc, van nan hu v6 c6 1&
déu 1a mot trong nhitng cin bénh nan y nhat. V6 thic, vo
vong, v sdn, vd nghia, vo nhdn, vd tinh, vo muc dich, vd
t8 qudc, vo gidng ndi, vo 1y tudng... tat cd néi lén tinh chat
hu vo, bi€u hién su tuyét vong bi ddt ciia than phin con
ngudi. C4i vAn nan nay cang trdm trong hon trong thé hé
tré ngdy nay. Khi cic y hé 16 ra bd mit thit tro trén cua
minh; khi cdc ton gido ty minh dd bi thuong mii hoa; khi
céc than linh bién thanh d6 vat, mot cong cu bi 1gi dung;
khi than thi bi budén, ma thanh thi bi bdn, thi cdi tham trang
hu vo 1a cdi 18 tat yéu ma du chon lya hay khong, chiing ta
cling phai song voi*!

2.2, Nhiing Van Nan Y Thifc

Noi day, ching t6i c6 ¥ tdch biét van nan y thitc khoi
van nan tri thitc, va vAn nan hitu thé. Khi néi vé y thic,
chiing t6i mudn nhan manh d€n ba khia canh: khia canh ty

* Theo nhitng bdo c4o mdi nhdt (Bdo Thanh Nién, Sai Gon, 11. 1999),
t¢ nan trAim trong nhét trong thé hé¢ tré bao gdm ma tdy, mai dam, va
v6 huéng; trong khi té hai cda cd qudc gia néi chung bao gdm: ma tdy,
mdi dam, tham nhiing. Thuc ra, nhitng t& nan nay da c6 tir 1du ddi, nhat
1a vao thdi chién tranh, va sau su sup d6 cda truyén thong, gid tri, hay
trong qud trinh chuyén ddi mot cach qud dot ngdt va cuc doan clia mot
nén ¥y hé, ciing nhu cla tat cd co cdu xa hoi. N6i cdch khdc, nhitng €
hai nay xudt hién, v trd 1&n trdim trong khi con ngudi khéng con tin
vao mdt bang gid tri nao nita.
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thitc (self-consciousness), khia canh y chi (will, volont€),
va khia canh trdch nhiém (responsibility). Nhu vay, nhitng
van nan ¥ thifc bao gébm: vo thic, thi€u y thite, y thitc sai
lac, thi€u tu thitc, thi€u trdch nhiém, thi€u kha ning nhin
thitc va thi€u kha ning thuc hién, va nht 13 thi€u y chi.
Nhitng vin nan nay khién chiing ta sinh ra bat tri, bit ngd;
hi€u sai, gidi thich 16n, bi't hoa, bat thanh, bat luc, vin
van.

Trudc hét, sy vo thite khdc véi hu vo, & diém, néu hu vo
khong c6 muc dich, thi v6 thitc lai khong r6 muc dich. Vi
khong rd muc dich, nén con ngudi cé thé chap nhan bit ci
muc dich ndo. Ti€p d&€n, khong nhitng khéng phin biét
dugc muc dich, con ngudi vd thic ciing khong phin biét
ndi d6i tugng, chi thé va khich thé; cang khong thé nhin
ra dudc sy bat nhat giita muc dich va phudng tién. V6 thic
do d6 nim trong cing mdt pham trt v4i v6 vong, v6 ¥ chi.
B3i vi v vong ndi 1én tinh trang khong cé muc dich, hay
d3 d4nh mat muc dich, hay hoan toan mat hét kha ning dé
dat t6i muc dich (tinh trang li€t khdng). Thit t61, va c6 1€
quan trong va nguy hiém hon d6 13 tinh trang con ngudi
khong c6 ¥ chi, hay ddnh mét y chi. Khi khéng con § chi,
con ngudi khong nhitng khéng cé muc dich, ma khong
mudn cé bat cf mot muc dich ndo. N6i theo Nietzsche, con
ngudi rdi vao mot tinh trang hu vo, tic bat thitc hay vé ¥
thifc va thit chi (non-willing).** Ma ba't thitc va tht chi 1a

42 Priedrich Nietzsche, Will-to-Power, ban dich cda Walter Kaufmann
(Princeton University Press, 1967). Chiing t6i da thdo ludn vin dé that
chi (m4t ¥ chi) trong ludn vin sau: Trin Vin Poan, “The Nihilistic
Essence of Nietzsche’s Morality,” bdd.
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mbt bifu hién cla su chét; né mang hinh thic cla tuyét
vong.

V& nan nghiém trong cho ching ta, khong chi d6i véi
ngudi Viét tai hdi ngoai ma con ngay cd trong qudc ndi, do
12 tinh trang thi€u y thifc, vo thifc va nhit 1a mity chi.”
Chiing ta thudng khong nhin ra muc dich, hay néu nhin ra
muc dich, thi lai khong ding. Gid si n€u nhén thifc dudc
muc dich, thi ching ta lai ddnh gid tri ching mot cach sai
1Am. Loi s6ng vat vudng vo muc dich; gia tri xdy trén
nhitng muc dich thi€n can; hay tinh trang vd vong, tuyét
vong, van vn, tit c déu néi 1&n vAn nan vo thitc va mat y
chi ma chiing t6i néu trén.

2.3 Nhitng Van Nan Tri Thifc

L& tat nhién, nhitng vdn nan tri thifc khong kém quan
trong. Trong Pai Hoc, Khéng Ti dd nhdn manh dén vai o
clia tri thite. Thuy€&t cdch vat tri tri clia ngai ndi 1én sy li€n
hé chit ché giffa tri thitc va dao dic, va cudc song. Vuong
Dugng Minh cang nhdn manh hon tSi tri hanh hiép nhat.
N6i tém lai, theo truyén thong triét hoc Trung Hoa va Viét

%3 Tai hdi ngoai, ngudi Viét thudng phai ddi dién v6i nhitng van nan y
thite nhu: (1) Ho thdy gid tri ¢8 truyén cla minh bi€n thanh vo gid tri,
mot cach dot ngdt va manh bao d€n ndi ho khong kip phén tng. (2) Ho
bt budc phai chiu dung nhitng ki€u s6ng méi ma ho tirng cho 1a vo gid
tri. Ching dinh doat cudc ddi clia ho cling nhu ctia thé hé é. (3) bé
thich hop, hay d€ sdng con, ho mién cudng theo. Song, cho di ring
mudn theo, ho cling khong c¢6 khd ning, thi€u can ddm dé theo. Th&
nén ho & trong mot tinh trang gidng co. Chinh vi vy ma ho thudng
theo chién lude thi 36 chia Ton T, ty trén ldnh vao trong hu vo, hay
trong tinh trang bat thifc.

Viéet Triet Lugn Tdp 1
Khé Thé chia Mot Nén Viét Triét



Trdn Vin Poan 341

tri€t, nhan bi€t sy vat (van vat) 1a mot di€u kién tién quyét
dé biét trdi, bi€t ngudi. Song chiing ta phii cong nhén 13,
tri€t Pong néi chung qué yéu kém vé phuong dién tri thic
luan va phudng phap ludn. Chinh vi th€, nhitng tri thitc, hay
nhin xét ma ching ta dua ra khong hoan toan chinh xdc;
nguoc lai, doi khi lai 1éch lac, hodc sai 1am.

Nhitng vin nan tri thic bao gdm: nhan dinh sai, quan sat
1am, phan dodn 1&ch lac, thi€u ly trf khi phdan dodn. Trong
cdc tdc phdm clia cdc it gia Viét, ching ta ¢ thé nhan
ra mdt cich d& ding nhitng sai 1am trong nhin thifc, quan
sat, va suy tu ndy. Thi du nhu cu Nguyén Du coi “may riu
nh%n nhui, 40 quin banh bao”** nhw 14 d&u hiéu chi 4n choi
(trudng hgp M3 Gidm Sinh); hay cu dién t& ngudi trédo trd
nhy “Mit mo di thdy & dau din vao.”™ L&i difn t3 nay
khong sai, song chdc chin 1a 1&ch lac va chua di. N6i cdch
khéc, su hi€u bi€t clia cu Tién Dién vé dan lang choi, hay
gidi “tu sdn” rat c6 gidi han.

Viét tri€t, d€ c6 thé c6 chd ditng, va phat tri€n, bit budc
phai nghién cttu siu hon vé ngudi Viét, vé tdm 1y cla hoc,
vé 16i suy tu cling nhu cdch th€ s6ng cta ho... Pay Ia
nhitng vdn nan thach d6 cdc nha Viét hoc, ciing nhu tri€t
gia ngudi Viét. Tri€t hoc Au My hién dai c6 mot thé ditng
vitng vang chinh vi hoc phan tich mot cidch sdu xa tdm 1y, y
thidc, tri thifc cda con ngudi hién dai.46 Ho dwa vao céc

* Truyén Kiéu, ciu 628.

* Truyén Kiéu, cau 1170.

% Cdc triét gia nhe Franz Brenntano, Edmund Husserl, Jean Piaget,
Maurice Merleau Ponty, va ngay cd Jean-Paul Sartre di 4nh hudng t6i
sif phat trién cda tim 1y hoc rt nhiéu. Céc triét gia nhv Emst Mach,
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nghién cfu cla cic chuyén gia, song ho ciing dua ra nhitng
161 nhin b3t budc chuyén gia phai phan tinh, va tu phé binh.
Su cong tdc trong cdng viéc phé binh nhau di la mot trong
nhitng y&u t& 1am phét trién tri€t hoc vay.

2.4. Nhitng Van Nan Thuc Hanh

Mbt nén tri€t hoc hay hodc gid, khong phai chi thdy noi
nhitng Iudn 1y nghiém nhit, luan cd hi€n nhién, va ngdn
ngtt chinh xdc. Mot nén tri€t hoc cao minh tu bi€u hién
trong su kién né nhin ra nhitng vdn nan clia con ngudi phé
quit ma chua ai titng nhin ra trudc. N6 cang vi dai hon khi
né c6 thé dua ra nguyén 1y, nguyén tdc gidi quy€t nhiing
v&n nan d6. Sy vi dai cda ti dai tri€t gia Khdng Td, Thich
Ca, Socrates va Giésu - nhu Karl Jaspers tirng nhan dinh rat
chinh xdc - nim trong su kién 1a cdc ngai da nhin ra nhitng
v&n nan cin ban nhat, quing bdc nhdt cia con ngudi.
Nhitng vAn nan ma khong c6 ai tru6c cdc ngai da phat
hién. Pdng thdi cic ngai ciing dua ra nhitng phuong th€ c6
tinh cdch nguyén 1y d€ gidi quyé€t nhitng vdn nan nay.
Nhitng nguyén 1y nay vugt khéi thai gian va khong gian, c6
thé 4p dung vao tat c& moi xa hdi, moi sic tdc, va moi nén
van hoa.

N&u hifu triét hoc theo mdt nghia nhu vay, thi tuong lai
clia Viét tri€t 1 thudc vio ciu héi, d6 1a Viet tri€t di tim
ra nhitng vin nan cdn bdn cla dian Viét chua? Va cic
phuong thé né dwa ra cé thé gidi quyé€t dugc nhitng vin

Henri Poincaré, Karl Popper, va nhat 13 Isaac Newton va Albert
Einstein déu 1a nhitng nha khoa hoc vi dai. Khong ai ¢6 thé hodi nghi
vé 4nh hudng cla ho trén nén khoa hoc hién dai
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nan trén hay khong? Khi suy tr vé nhitng cAu héi nhu vy,
chiing t6i nghi tdi nhitng vin dé cin ban clia con ngudi:
vAn dé s6ng con, va vAn dé phit trién. Trong doan nay,
chiing t6i xin van tit nhu sau: triét hoc khong thé, va khong
dugc phép tdch biét khdi th€ sinh. Th€ nén, nhitng van dé
cin ban nhat cia con ngudi nhu vin nan sinh tdn phai 13
trong diém clia bat cif mot nén tri€t hoc ndo. Trong Viét
tri€t, tuy chiing ta van ludn thudng ndi “cé thuc mdi vuc
dugc dao,” nhung trén thuc €, it khi thdy cdc triét gia Viét
chi trong vé van dé nay. Lé (it nhién, nhitng nha tri€t hoc
theo Marx dd chu trong t6i khia canh kinh t€ trong triét
hoc, song khac vdi Marx, ho chi gidi thich va tim cdch thuc
ching 1y ludn cia Marx ma théi. Va nhu vy, ho phdn lai
tinh than tri€t hoc phé pham cla Marx: d6 1a tri€t hoc
khong nén, va khong dugc phép chi tw han ché minh trong
cong viéc gidi thich. Tri€t hoc phai bi€n d6i thé gidi.

Trong mot mach van nhu vay, chiing ta c6 th€ nhin ra
* kh6 khin ciia Viét triét, khong chi nim trong binh dién ly
thuy&t khoa hoc, ma nhét 12 trong binh dién thuc hanh.
Viét tri€t bt budc phai tim ra nhitng van nan cin bdn nhat,
thuoc vé sy séng con cla din tdc. Trong doan nay, ching
toi xin dugc vin tit nhu sau: (1) Néu theo Marx, cin ban
clia tri€t hoc phai 13 van dé sinh ton, va né€u nhitng vin nan
kinh t€ mdi chinh 13 vin nan cin ban cda sinh ton, thi ndi
Viét triét, cin bdn ctda sinh tén, d6 chinh 12 viéc bdo vé gia
dinh, v dit nudc. Tri€t hoc yéu nudc do d6 13 mot nén
tri€t hoc sdu ddm va cin bdn cia din Viét. Tri€t hoc clia
Nguyén Trii, nhitng quan niém vé quéc gia cda Phong
Trao Vin Thén, nhitng vu tu clia gidi Nho gia nhu Nguy&n
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Khuyén, Tran T€ Xuong, P6 Chiéu, Nguyén Trudng T9,
Huynh Tinh Cida, Truong Vinh Ky, Phan B6i Chiu, Phan
Chu Trinh, Tran Trong Kim, tuy khic nhau, song déu dua
trén tu tudng 4i qudc. Song trén thyc t€, chinh bdi vi y
nghia va phuong th€ d4i qudc quia mong lung, khéng dudc
xdc dinh, nén nén tri€t hoc nay dé bi lam dung va bién
thanh y hé qudc gia, hay clia ddng phdi. Hién tugng “doc
quyén 4i qudc” phan dnh khé khin cla chd thuy&t 4i qudc.
Chinh vi vay, Viét tri€t cin phai dao siu di ki€m nén ting,
cling nhu vach ra nhitng diéu kién khoa hoc x4c dinh tinh
than, chii nghia, phudng th& cla 4i qudc. (2) Nhu Marx,
ching t6i ciing nhin ra ring, d€ sinh ton, tri€t gia phai nd
luc gi4i quyé&t nhitng van dé 1am con ngudi khong thé phat
trién. N&u ban chi't ciiaViét triét 1a si€u viét, thi con ngudi
tu n6 ludn thing ti€n. Va d€ thing ti€n, ching ta phai cai
d6i nhitng diéu kién thi€u s6t, hay gai bd nhitng diéu kién
¢6 hai, va tao ra nhitng diéu kién thuin 1¢i cho sy thing
ti€n. N6i mot ciach cu thé, lam gidm bét tdi 4c, tao Ién
nhitng diéu kién 1y tudng cho sy sinh ton va phét tri€n (nhu
phat trién kinh t&, xAy dung mot nén gido duc nhan bdn va
hién dai), van van, tdt cad déu 13 nhitng vin dé ma tri€t hoc
phai goép tay vao. (3) Con ngudi cAn sdng con, can phit
trién va cAn thing ti€n bdi vi ban thé cla con ngudi chinh
12 mot con ngudi vién min, toan ven. Th€ nén tri€t hoc bit
budc phai thio ludn tdi nhitng van nan, di€u kién cling nhu
phuong th€ ngian chin lam con ngudi khong thé ven toan.
Chinh vi thé, trié€t nhan trudc hét 12 mot cong nhin (homo
faber) goép tay vao v6i cdc nén kién thitc, khoa hoc khéc di
tim nhitng di€u kién, phuong th€ gitip ngudi Viét thanh mot
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con ngudi toan ven (homo integralis) va thing ti€n (homo
transcendentalis), titc con ngudi tam tai c6 thin tinh, nhin
tinh, va vat tinh; d6 12 moét con ngudi bao gdm tai trf
(sapiens), tai tif (hy, hudng, ludens) va tai nang (genius). "’

*' Xin tham khio chuong thit 5: “Chit Ménh trong Truyén Kiéu.”
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3. BAN CHAT VA DAc TINH CUA VIET TRIET

Nhu ching t6i da thong bdo truée, trong phan nay,
chiing t0i chid trong mot cach dac biét d€n hai dic tinh cha
Viét triét, d6 12 tinh chat tuong quan, va tinh chdt tdng hgp
mot cach bién ching. Nhitng dic tinh khdc nhu cu thé tinh,
thyc tién tinh, cdm tinh... d@ dudc tinh bay trong chudng
thd tu cha Viét Triét Ludn Tdp, nén ching toi s€ khong lap
lai noi day. Trudc khi phén tich hai bn tinh tudng quan va
t6ng hdp, chiing t6i xin tém lai ludn c ma ching t6i da
trinh bay trong chuong th ba ca Viét Triét Ludn Tdp nhu
sau: Chiing ta chi c6 thé hi€u dugc nén tr tudng, nhitng dic
tinh ciing nhu 167 s6ng, hay néi cdch chung, mot nén vin
héa clia mét dan toc, néu chiing ta tim ra dugc nhitng nét
diac thu chung thdy trong dan toc nay. P6 1a diém ma
chiing t6i goi 12 bin cha't. Bin chdt ndy bi€u 16 qua nhitng
dic tinh chung (characteristics) thiy trong 161 song, ngon
ngit, quy luit dao dic, nghé thudt ciing nhv tdm tinh cla
ho. Ban chdt nay ciing 12 nén tdng ma din tdc nay dua vao
d6 dé bidu ta ho, d& gin b6, bio vé 1An nhau, va d€ phdt
trién. Poan sau xin trinh bay hai dic tinh quan trong ciu
thanh ban chit cia Viét tri€t, d6 12 tuong quan tinh va si€u
viét tinh.

3.1. Tuong Quan Tinh

Khi nhin vao th€ sinh Viét, chiing ta nhin 16i song cda
12 mot 161 sdng twong quan; xa hdi Viét ty cAu k&t nhw mot
mang nhén. Chiing ta ciing thd'y mot cach dé dang 1a ngdt
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c&u, ngit pham ciing nhu ngit y Viét ciing dugc két cau, quy
pham va chi c6 thé hiéu trong twong quan. Trong doan nay,
chiing t6i xin vin tit vé twong quan tinh qua su phan tich
161 séng Viét dugc bi€u hién qua ngdn ngit Viét ma thoi.

Da s8 cdc nha nghién citu vé dan tdc hoc di chii ¥ dén
167 s6ng clia ngudi Viét. Song it ai chd ¥ dén cdi dao séng
cia ho. Hoidc néu cé chi ¥ t6i, ho vin chua hin nhén ra
dude cdi dao séng 4y. Ly do, nhu chiing 61 di trinh bay
trong cic chuong trudc, ho d& dang bi cai hdo quang cla
cdc nén vian héa khdc 1am 16a mit. Thi du, ho cho ring dao
s6ng clia ngudi Viét hoan toan dua theo dao Nho, r6i dao
Phat, rdi dao Lio; hay cho ring dao séng Viét chi 13 tam
gido. Song chi truong nhu th€ khong thé gidi thich dugc,
con ngudi Viét 1am th€ ndo hoa gidi dugc nhitng mau
thuiin gifta cdc dao gido trén? Thi du mau thudn giita nhap
th€ ctia Nho gido va xuit th€ ciia Pao gido; hanh lac cla
Truong hoc va diét duc cia Phit gido? Quan trong hon
nita, khéng nhitng ho hoa gidi ma con t6ng hop tat cd moi
y&u t& ngoai lai clia nhitng th€ sinh khdc thanh nhitng y&u
tinh cia th€ sinh cda ho.

Thuc ra, néu chiing ta di siu vao 16i s6ng clia ho, ching
ta c6 thé€ nhan ra 1y do gidi thich ngudi Viét cé thé hoa gidi
va téng hgp nhitng 1y thuyé&t ddi nghich va 4p dung vao
trong cudc séng cia ho. Ly do d6 nim ngay trong 161 s6ng,
ma ching t6i goi 13 16i sOng tudng quan trong todn thé.
Ngudi Viét nhin ra ho khéng phai 12 trung tAm cia vii tru
hay x3 hoi, hay ngay cd gia dinh. Ho cling khdng nhin mbi
ngudi nhu mot don vi, va x3 hdi nhu mét tdng s8 cda cdc
con s6 1&. Con ngudi ciia ho 13 con ngudi twong quan, cé
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nghia 12 ho chi hién hitu trong tuong quan vdi tha nhén; va
tuong tu, tha nhan hién hitu trong moi tuong quan gitta tha
nhan. Bt ¢ danh tif xung hd ndo, bat ct mot dong tir nao,
hay tinh tif ndo ciing bi€u td mot moi twong quan cd biét,
x4c dinh tinh chdt clia tuong quan, phdm dinh gid tri cda
twong quan, van van. Thi du nhu trong 18i xung hd cha-con,
cha-me, cha-chi, cha-bdc, cha-thdy; hodc 6ng-cha, dic-
cha, thing-cha... mdi tif ngit bi€u t& mdt mdi tuong quan
c4 biét, ciing nhu phdm dinh gid tri mot cdch khdc biét. L&
t4t nhién, 161 to tudng theo tuong quan ciing thdy trong cdc
dan toc khdc, song khdng chit ché va hé thdng nhu noi dan
Viét. Ngay gin giii véi ngudi Viét nhu ngudi Tau, quan
niém tudng quan cia ho ciing ¢6 vé r8irac, va xa cdch. Thi
du, trir khi vi€t hay néi vé cha-con (phu t), trong lic xung
ho ho vAn chi ding cdc dai danh tit nhu ngd (I, me), né
(thou, you) va tha (he, she, it). Trong khi ngudi Vi€t xung
ho ty theo twong quan clia ho véi ngudi khdc. ThE nén
thay vi ngd (ngdi thi nhét, hay chii tif), ngudi Viét c6 thé
diing hing chuc tr ngit khdc nhau nhu toi, ta, ching ta,
minh, ching minh, td, tui, 6ng, cha, chd, bdc, thdy, con,
chdu, chi, em, cdu, mg. Tuong tu, thay vi n€, ching ta ciing
tuy thudc vao dia th€, dia vi, tudi tdc, chitc tudc, cong
viéc... ma xung ho nhu cu, cd, bdc, chi, cha, thdy, céu,
md, ong... va may, thing, con, cdi, vin van. Ciing theo
mot 181 suy tu nhu vdy, ching ta néi dén ngudi khic véi
nhitng ngdn ngit khdc biét nhu 6ng tham, dng phédn, Ong
doc, thay gido, thay trang, ba, cd, chi, van van.
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Né&u ta phan tich cdc tuong quan trén, ching ta thiy
nhitng dic tinh cAu thinh mdt hé thong suy tu, va dao dic
trong th€ sinh clia ngudi Viét:

Thd nhit, hé thdng nay khong cé (trung) tim diém,
cling khong c¢6 (phu) thudéc di€m, nhu thiy trong 6 chic
clia xd hoi TAu va nha't 1a cia Ty phuong. Hé théng tuong
quan cla xa hoi Viét gn gidng nhu hé thdng rink toa
(solar system), song khong c6 mdt trung tAm (mit trdi) c6
dinh. Mbi ngudi 12 mot vé tinh rho quanh céc vé tinh khic.
M&i ngudi cling c6 thé giit vai tro clia hiing tinh (tam thdi)
ciu tao 1én mo6t hé théng tinh tda nho nhé, thi nhw cd ciu
gia dinh. Theo mot hé théng tinh toa nhu vay (constellative
system), tit cA moi ngudi tham dy ciing mét hic 13 chinh
diém va phu diém, thy theo vi tr, quing cach clia khong
gian va thoi gian, cling nhu ty theo cdm tinh, y thich...
clia ngudi d6 véi nhitng ngudi khic. Loi suy tw tinh tda ndy
1t rd rét trong 161 xung ho clia ngudi Viét. Chiing ta 14y thi
du vé xung ho gilta ngudi cha va ngudi con dé gidi thich su
thay ddi vi tri, cling nhu quj dao ma ngudi cha hay con
phdi theo. Khi xung h6 vdi con minh, ngudi cha ty xung
minh 13 thiy, cha, b6, tao, vin van; nhung véi thin phu cia
minh, 6ng lai ty xung 13 con, hoic t6i, hodc tao. Do d6, mdi
twong quan giita cha-con-cha 13 mot hd tuong, song hd
tuong nay khong chi do hai ngudi riéng tw v6i nhau. Pé
chinh 12 mdt hd tuong duge xdc dinh bdi nhitng twong quan
khdc rong 16n hon. Nguoi cha ty xung cha-con véi ngudi
con trudc cong ching, trong khi lic thin mat (hay gidn dit)
ong lai tao may; lic lanh nhat 6ng xung tdi-ciu, t6i-chy,
hay t6i-6ng; va lic hdn thd thi tao-may, tao-thing, vin
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van. Ngudi ngoai quéc chic hin khong thé hi€u dudc tai
sao ngudi cha cé thé goi con minh la 6ng, cdu, chd, hay
may, thing néu ho khong hi€u dugc mdi tudng quan giita
ngudi cha va con.

Tht hai, mdi tuong quan nay ludn thay ddi, va phat
trién rong 16n hon, hay bi gidn héa, han hep hon, tiy theo
cong ddng trong d6 ta sdng, tuy theo 1gi ich ching ta deo
dudi, tuy theo cdm tinh gifta ho, cling nhu tiy theo 4p luc
tr bén ngodi. Song dudng 16i phdt tri€én khong nhat thi€t
theo dudng thing mot chiéu (nhu thdy trong vin héa Hy
La), cang khong hin theo mo6 hinh tam gidc (bién chitng)
hay quy dao vong tron (thdy trong vin héa An D). Tuong
quan cla ngudi Viét phat tri€n gidng nhu sy phat tri€n
khong ngitng cla ndng lugng, hay cia cdc chum tinh td
(constellation) nhu chiing toi d3 néi & trén, va tirng ban rat
ky ludng trong cdc ludn vdn khac.®® Chiing ta c6 thé phdc
hoa m6 hinh phat tri€n clia twdng quan nhu sau:

* Xin tham khdo Tran Vin Poan, “Die Struktur der Relation” (Pai
Hoc Vienna 1996), bdd.; Tran Vin Poan, “La Logique de Relation”
(Pai Hoc Louvain, 1998), bdd.; va Tran Vin boan, “The
Transformation of Relation” (Pai Hoc London, 1997). T4t cd cdc ludn
vin trén in trong Tran Vin Doan, The Category of Relation in the
Social Sciences (The National Sciences Council, 1997-8).
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abcdef
abcde
abcd
abc
ab
fedcba edcba dcba cba ba a ab abc abcd abede abcedf
ba
cba
dcba
edcba
fedcba

Theo mé hinh trén, mdi mot diém (mdi ngudi) ti€p tuc
phét trién theo cling mdt md thitc. Nhung cho dit phét trién
tdi ddu, mdi diém vAn gilt dugc nguyén tinh (a) clia minh.
DPong thdi, né tdng hgp thém vio nhitng y&u t6 mdi, va ciu
tao 1én mot con ngudi da tinh, song van gilt dugc goc 15i.
L& ciu k&t nay rdt 16 rét trong ngdn ngit Viét. Thi du 15i
cau két theo vi tri: chiing ta c6 thé néi ‘don gidn,” hay ‘gidn
don’ (d6i vi tri clia ab, ra ba). Hodc 16i cdu két t6ng hgp
gilta hai ngdn ngit cia hai th€ sinh khdc biét: cong cha
(cong 1a hdn ngit, cha 1a chit ném) theo cong thica +b =
ab. Hay 18i cdu két tdng hgp giita cdc twong quan ciia hai
duding doc va duong thing nhy thiy trong cd cAu gia dinh.
Ciu né6i ‘6ng ba cha me ching ta’ theo mé hinh abcdef.
Pay 12 mdt téng hop chi tdt cd dong gidng trong mot twong
quan dudng doc va ngang (6ng ba, theo dudng ngang, trong
khi 6ng-cha-con theo dudng doc).

Thit ba, twong quan tuy phét tri€n, song khong téi mot
trinh d6 triru tugng, vo bién (ad infinitum). M&i twong quan
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nay tdi hién trong cudc s6ng hing ngay ctia ho. Cic hinh
thitc, quy luat, hay 1& nghia va cd ngbn ngif luén phin xa
mdt mdi tuong quan nhu vay. Ngudi Viét goi nhitng ngudi
d4ng kinh tién nhan 12 t8.” TS dién td mdt cdch cu th€ céi
gdc 161 cdia ho: t8 Hing, Banh t3, qué cha dat t5; va goi 8
12 cu: cu t8 (nha ching t6i). Thanh thl, tuy 14t xa, song lai
rat gan gﬁi.49 Mot twong quan nhu vay ludén dnh hudng tdi
161 suy tu cling nhy hanh vi cia ngudi Viét: “hé ngudi mat
mit ngudi nudi,” hay nhitng cdu néi binh din: “lam rang
danh t8 tién.” Va do d6 quy ludt dao ditc cia ho khong
phdi ngoai tai song noi tai trong chinh th& sinh ctia ho: “do
rdch giit 18!” hay “mdt miéng giita lang bing sang x6 bép!”

3.2, Siéu Viét Tinh

Pic tinh khic khong kém quan trong trong 18i suy tu
clia ngudi Viét, d6 12 16i suy tu siéu viét. Nhu dd ban trong
chuong thit tw, siéu viét tinh bao gdm nhitng tinh chat (1)
thing viét (vuon 1&n), (2) vi€n viét (vuon xa), (3) ndi viét
(di sdu trd lai ngudn), va (4) siéu viét (t¥c vuon tdi vo
bién). Siéu viét tinh c6 thé thdy trong 161 suy tu tong hgdp,
bién chitng dién 3 trong ngit cAu va nglt y Viét. Siéu viét

* Tuy 16 dudc coi nhv gdc 161, nhut c6i ngudn, song ngudi Viét vin nhin
16 theo mdt mdi tuong quan than mat chit khong xa cdch. Loi xung ho
thudng dan “6ng t& t6i,” hay khi qud thin mat xam s3 “doc t8,” “bgm
t3” dién t4 161 tuong quan gin giii va cu thé nay. C4 khi chti tuc, ho
cing ching kiéng né 6ng 5 cia ho: “T& cha, tién su cha...n6!” Ciing
ph4inéi thém 1a ngudsi TAu cling trong 3, song ho cang kinh trong phu
(than). Ngudi khai cong 1ap qudc dugc goi 1a qudc phu, chi khong phai
1a qudc t8. Chinh vi vy ma c6 1& kinh (5 tién (cha-me trong gia dinh),
song khdng c6 1& kinh quéc t6 (Hoang DE).
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tinh ciing ¢6 thé thdy trong ni€m tin, ti¥ binh dan nhu dao
dan gian cho tdi tri thitc nhu tam gido déng nguyén. Siéu
viét tinh ciing c6 thé nhin dugc trong bdn ning khéo léo,
trong thdi 46 mém déo, uyén chuyén cia ngudi Viét. Vi da
ban qua siéu viét tinh trong cdc chuong trudc, trong doan
nay, chiing toi chi xin ban v€ mot khia canh cia siéu viét
tinh, d6 12 tinh chat thing viét, hay vuon 1én trong nhitng
16i udc 1& hay theo ngén ngt thong thudng, ndi qud, tifc
khoe khoang.

Mot s6 ngudi nghién cu vé tim 1y ngudi Viét thudng
hay phé& binh mdt cdch rat v mot chi€u. Ho coi ngudi Viét
nhu mdt giéng ngudi nhd bé, song thich khoe khoang, hdi
hot, thi€u chiéu sdu, va hay néi doi.”’ Di nhién ho ciing
cong nhan ngudi Viét ching ta cAn min, chim chi, va thich
suy . Khong can phdi néi, 161 phdn xét ciia cdc vi ‘hoc
gia’ ndy khong hoan toan sai, nhung I€ch lac. Mot phdn
dodn nhu vy vé mot din tdc ching minh cdi hoc gid cla
ho. B&i 1& ho chua di sdu vao tdm ly, va nhét 1a tAm thic
clia ngudi Viét. Ho quén ring, néi doi, khoe khoang, hoi
hot, thi€u chiéu siu... 13 dic tinh chung cla da s§ con
ngudi trén thé gidi, khong phan biét ching tdc, giai cip,
hoc thifc. Song khoe khoang hay néi déi ty né khong cing
mot nghia, cing khong dién td cing mot tim trang. Khoe

50 Nhitng bai viét v& ngudi Viét ciia cdc nha nghién ciiu Phdp, va Viét
theo Phip vao dau th€ ky 20.

! Doan Quéc S§ tirng than thd: “Vi sau 80 nim Phdp thudc ching ta
chua got dudc hét bin nd 1€ trong dau 6c, con thi€u ty tin, con ning t
ty?” Xem Dodn Qubc S§, Nguoi Viét Ddng Yéu (Sai Gon: Sdng Tao,
1965), tr. 126.
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khoang c6 thé do tu ti hay tu ton; c6 thé vi théi quen, hay
ciing ¢6 thé vi mot muc dich (bat chinh) ndo d6. Tuong tu,
ching ta ciing c6 thé néi, néi d6i 12 mot hanh dong thi€u
thanh that, muén bdo vé minh, hay mudn bip ngudi khéc...
Thanh thi, d€ hi€u 1y do cia khoe khoang hay néi ddi, ta
khong nhitng phai hi€u muc dich, cling nhu théi quen va
cdch dién t3 cta ngudi thich khoe khoang hay ua néi déi,
ma quan trong hon nita, phai hi€u tdm thic chung ctia xa
hdi ho. Ching ta khdng chéi sy that 1a ngudi Viét cling
thich néi doi, hay khoe khoang. Va ciing nhu nhitng sic
dan khéc, khi khoe khoang, thudng c6 muc dich khdc nhau.
C6 ngudi khoe khoang vi tu ti hay ty ton. Cling ¢6 ngudi
huénh hoang vi muén mot cdi 1¢i chi d6. Th& nén khoe
khoang, huénh hoang c6 thé x4u hay ‘hay ho’ tuy theo muc
dich clia mdi ngudi va tly theo phong tuc clia xa hoi ho.
Thi du khoe d€ bip 13 mdt hanh vi xau, trong khi khoe dé
‘¢6 v&’, hay dé ‘an i’ khong nhat thi€t 12 mot hanh vi
thi€u dao dL’l’c.52 Chi trong mdt mach vdn nhu vay, chung ta
mdi hi€u tAm thic chung clia ngudi Viét duge. Do do,
ching toi ¢6 thé néi ma khong s¢ sai 13, sy khoe khoang
cha nguoi Viét tdp thé (the collective Viet) phdt sinh tiY

52 Nhitng giai thoai vé& cdc nhin vit 18i lac cla ching ta thudng dugc
di&n gidi theo mach vin nay. Céc giai thoai vé Trang Quynh, Poin Thi
Piém, Trang Ech, Trang Trinh c6 1& déu mang myc dich ¢6 v& nhiéu
hon. Mdt 161 ‘khoe khoang’ nhu viy khong phdi thi€u nén tdng. N6
phét sinh tir tdm thic “con hdt me khen hay,” cho tdi nhitng dit ki€n
lich st. Su kién nuwéc Viét nhé bé danh bai nudc Tau vi dai (chua néi
t6i cdc d€ qudc Phdp va ngay cd M) ching minh mét cdch than ky céi
chin Iy cda “chiu chdu d4 voi,” ma ngudi theo chi nghia khoa hoc
chic hin gat bd cho la phily.
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tiém thitc siéu viét chung (the mass-consciousness) cua
Viét toc: ho dién td u6c mudn vuon 1én, vuon xa, vion cao
ctia ho. Ho khoe khoang khong phdi tu ti, hay tr ton, hay
bip bom song bi€u td ban chat siéu viét cia ho. Ching t6i
xin dugc phép di sdu vao chi ti€t qua mdt s& nhan thoai dé
chitng minh ludn cit dé:

Thit nhat, khi ngudi Viét ty xung 12 “con réng chéu
tién,” coi nhan thoai “Lac Long Quan 14y ba Au cd” nhu 1a
mot si liéu gidi thich ngudn gbc dan tdc Viét, ho di ndi
1én ban chit siéu viét cha ho: gidng Viét nhu 12 mdt tOng
hop cla trdi (chim, tdc Au) va dat, ddt va nudc (rong, tic
Long, mot loai vt s6ng trén dat va dudi nu(’m).s3 Trong
nhan thoai ndy, con ngudi ty tic tao, ty k&t hon, tu sinh, t
dudng, hoan toan khac bi€t véi than thoai Hy Lap, hay Do
Thai, theo d6 con ngudi, hay ngay ca than thdnh ciing phai
dugc Pang T6i Cao sing tao, nudi dudng. Noi day, ching
ta da thay tinh chat ty ‘khoe khoang’ cilia téc Viét. Ho tu
cho minh ngang véi Trdi v6i Pat : “ Xwa kia ta & trén Trdi.
Put diy roi xudng 1am ngudi th€ gian.” Ho lam ban vdi
thAn v6i thdnh; ho goi “But bing 6ng,” goi Hing Nga 12
chi. Ho “coi Tr&i bing vung!”

Thi d€n, ho cho minh khdng nhitng ngang hang vdi
Trdi, d4t ma con ty nhan vai trd n6i két Trdi va Dat. Cau
truyén “Banh Gidy Banh Chung,” tri€t Iy Tam Tai... tAt cd
déu néi 1én vai trd ndi két cia con ngudi. Trong ciu
chuyén “Banh Gidy Bénh Chung” chiing ta thdy ciu hoang

53 Chu ¢ tén Lac ciing ¢6 nghia nhu mdt dong tdc thudc lodi di€u. The
nén Lac Long ciing chi ra mdt dic tinh, d6 1a thong thi€n (1rdi), cing
dia (d4t nu6ce).
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t& em, chinh vi thdy dugc cdi dao 1y siéu viét ndy ma c6
thé 1am vudng. Ma vuong tu ban chit 12 ngudi cé kha ning
noi két gitta tréi va d4t>* Quan niém siéu viét nay ciing
thdy trong su kién ngudi Viét goi t6 clia ho la Hung
Vuong. Khi nhan Hing Vuong, ho muén nhic lai cdi ban
chi't siéu viét cia minh. Huang 1a “con cta me tién va cha
rdng””> ¢6 nang luc ndi k&t giit trdi va dat (Vuong).

Néu lén nhitng chiing tich lich s& trén, ching t6i muén
chitng minh mot sy kién, d6 1a siéu viét tinh chinh 1a ban
chit cia Viét tri€t. Tuy ngdn ngit ho diing c6 thé mang tinh
chdt ‘néi qua’ hay ‘khoe khoang,” song diy chi 12 nhitng 161
bifu td siéu viét tinh clia ho ma thdi. L& tdt nhién, siéu
viét tinh nay ciing thdy trong cdc 16i suy tu hay sinh hoat
khéc nhu chiing tdi d3 trinh bay trong chudng thit tu. TAt cd
nhitng 16 suy tu nhu bién chiing tong hop, (ngdn ngit) héa
hdp vi sidng tao maching ta thidy trong ngdn ngi, tho

‘phﬁ,56 vin chudng ndi chung, cling nhu trong tdng gido va

* Chit Vuong bao gém 4 nét. Nét gach giita kéo dai xudng biéu ta
hanh vi néi k&t ba gach ngang dai biéu trdi, ngudi va dat. Theo ngit ¥,
chi c6 ai ¢6 thé€ n6i k&t tam tai, ngudi d6 méi xing ddng dugc ton
vuong.

%% Kim BPinh, Hing Viét Stz Ca (San Jose: Thiing M3, 1984), tr. 199.

3¢ R4t nhiéu hoc gi4 thudng hay thic mic vé tai thd phu, hay tat ‘sinh
thd® clia ngudi Viét. Nhiéu vin nhin da titng nhan dinh 12 bi't ¢t ngudi
Viét ndo, cing déu mang mot tim hon ‘tho.” Song chiing t6i chua thdy
ai ¢6 thé gidi thich mot cich thda ding dudc hai sy kién: tai sao bén
chd't clia ngudi Viét 13 thd; va tai sao ho thich sdng trong thé gidi cla
am thanh? Thuc vdy, tho va nhac (trong thd, phd, van, ve&, ca dao, tuc
ngit, vin van) luén hién dién trong cudc song thudng nhat cda ho.
Chiing ta ¢6 th€ néi ma khéng sg qud sai, d6 1a thd va nhac 1a nhiing
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3 ~ 2 -~ A ~ 2 A 2z 1A ~ ° A
cdch to chifc ciia xd hoi... tit cd déu ndi 1én ban chit siéu
viét nay.

hoat dong sdng tao néi 1én ban chét siéu viét qua céch dién 4 "udc 18,
‘phéng dai,” ty thing tié€n, va ‘hda hgp’ qua van, van, va 4m thanh.
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& TUONG LAI CUA VIET TRIET

Sau khi da phan tich nhitng vdn nan ma tri€t hoc va ctlia
Viét tri€t cach riéng phai d6i dién; va sau khi dd ban dén
hai dic tinh tong hgp bién chitng, va tuong quan trong Viét
triét, chung toi xin dugc vdn tit ban dén tuong lai cla Viét
tri€t. Trong cdc chudng trudc, vi dd thodng nhic tdi tuong
lai Viét tri€t, va dua ra mot s6 dé nghi cu thé d€ xay dung
Viét tri€t, the nén, noi diy, ching t6i chi ban vé trong lai
clia Viét tri€t tir khia canh phuong phédp ludn ma thoi. Ludn
dé chia ching t6i dua ra rat don gidn nhu sau: tuong lai cua
Viét tri€t thy thudc vao sy viéc ching ta lam th€ nao cé
thé phat trién mot hay nhiéu phuong th€ dua trén hai tuong
quan tinh va siéu viét tinh @€ gidi quy&t nhitng van nan
hitu thé, tri thic, y thiic, va thuc tién ma ching toi ban
trong nhitng doan trén. Luin d€ nay gdm ba phén: (1) thi
nhat, 1am thé nao d€ xay dung mot (hay nhiéu) phuong thé
(phuong phdp) c6 tinh chat khoa hoc, ma phudng thé nay
phai dugc tim ki€m trong nhitng dac tinh clia Viét triét, dic
biét twong quan tinh va si€u viét tinh. (2) Th{ hai, ching ta
phai thi nghiém hitu hiéu tinh clia phuong th€ dé6. Thi
nghiém bing cdch d4p dung phuong thé dugc khim phd ra
vao trong cong viéc gidi quyét cic vin nan ma ching toi
dd trinh biy trong doan thi hai. M6t khi ¢6 hi€¢u nghiém,
va mét khi hiéu nghiém nay dugc thyc chiing trong mot
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thai gian lau dai, lic bdy gid ching ta mdi c6 thé bude
sang giai doan thi ba. (3) Trong giai doan nay, ching ta
phS bign héa (generalize) va dp dung va trong cdc lanh
vyc hitu thé, tri thic, y thic, thye tién d€ gidi quyét cdc
van nan trén. Chi khi ma 1y thuyé&t chiing ta dua ra cé thé
dp dung mdt cach phd bi€n vao moi linh virc, hay it nhat
mot s6 ldnh vire chuyén biét, thi lic d6 né méi cé thé dudc
cong nhén nhy mdt nguyén ly. Va lic d6, Viét triét phai
dugc cong nhan. Mot cong trinh nhu vay doi budc rd't nhiéu
nhén luc, tai Iuc va thdi gian.57 Trong pham vi han hep cia
phan gidi thiéu, chiing t6i xin t6m lugc ba giai doan trén
nhu sau.

4.1. Phuong Phdp Ly Hop trong Viét Triét

Thit nhdt, phuong phdp Viét tri€t phii 12 mot phuong
phdp xdy trén Iy hgp va hop ly (reasonableness), chi
khong citng nhdc trén Iy tink (reason), hay 1y khoa (Iy tinh
trong khoa hoc, rationality). Ching tdi hi€u 1y hgp nhu mot
phdn dodn ciia con ngudi dwa trén cdc y&u t6 nhv muc
dich, phudng th€, twong quan, cdm ftinh, ciing nhu tinh trang
(th€) ciia th€ sinh. Trong 1y hop, cdi dao 1y khong c8 dinh,

*7 Chiing toi dudng xic hanh chuong trinh nghién citu trén. Tir gdn chuc
ndm qua, ching t6i di dic biét chi y dén twong quan tinh. Xin xem
Trin Vin Boan, The Category of Relation in the Social Sciences
(National Sciences Council, 1995-1997), va cdc ludn vin ma chiing t6i
tiing phat bi€u tai 4c dai hoc va cdc cude hoi thdo qudc & nhu “La
Logique de Relation” (Louvain,1999); “Die Struktur der Relation”
(Vienna, 1996); “The Transformation of Relation” (London, 1997);
“The Forms of Relation” (Tokyo 1998) ciing nhu “Category of Relation
- A Historical Mistake” (Olympia, Hy Lap, 1996).
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bt bi€n, song bi€n ddi tuy theo cdc diéu kién néi trén.
Chinh vi thé ma ching t6i nhan dinh di theo cdi dao 1y nhu
vay titc hop Iy. Thi du, cha khong t6 t0i con, con khong
Kkhong cdo (0i cha;”® thdy khong hai rd, trd khong phan
thay ngay di khi phdp ludt hay chinh tri doi budc. Mot théi
d6 nhu vy tuy phi phdp, song hgp ly. Hop 1y bdi vi phén
do4n clia ching ta dya trén mot dao 1y xay trén céc yéu to
tinh cdm, tuong quan chdt ché, sinh tdn (sinh mang ngudi
cha va ngudi con khong thé phan cdch), va dao difc xa hoi
(b4t hi€u, bat nhan). N6i cach khic, 1y hgp dugc phin doan
tir cOng cAm, cong tinh, cng ton, cong thé clia con ngudi.
Nhu vy, ta c6 thé néi 1a t6 t0i ngudi cha (khi 6ng pham
phép) tuy gi ding luit (Iy tinh) song khong hgp dao ly bdi
vi mot hanh dong nhy thé 13 bat hi€u (tic 16 tinh cha con),
bat nghia (phu on nu6i dudng) va bat nhan (ngudc lai voi
finh cAm cin ban nhat ciia con ngudi). Trén binh dién it
1y, mdt quan ni€ém 1y hop cang ré rang hon trong i€t 1y
tam tai cha ching ta. Theo nén tri€t hoc nay, bt cdf mdt
quy&t dinh quan trong ndo ciing phdi theo nguyén ly cla
thién thdi dia 1oi nhan hoa. N6i theo ngdn ngit binh dén, 1y
hop 12 mot 161 suy tu dua trén cOng tinh, cong cam, cong
thadn va & trong cing mot thé€ sinh dudc dién dat qua céc
cu ca dao tuc ngit nhu “giot mdu dao hon ao nudc 14,” hay
“Biu di thuong 14y bi cling, ngudi trong mdt nudc phai
thuong nhau nhiéu.” Do vay, c¢6 thé néi 1 tri€t 1y tam tai 1a

ciin ban nguyén 1y ctia Iy hop.” Khac véi ly hop, Iy tri doi

38 Tudn Ngw, 13.
5 Tran Vin Poan, “The Confucian Reasonableness,” trong Philosophy
and the Future of Humanity, s6 2 (Jakarta, 1991).
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budc ching ta phai chon lva mot phuong thé” duy nhdt.
Phuong thé nay phai gidp ta dat d&€n hiéu qua tdi da. Nhu
vay, phuong thé€ khong dugc mau thuin véi muc dich. Thi
du nhu néu muc dich ciia con ngudi 13 chinh su séng, thi
bi't cif hanh vi ndo hai sy s6ng, cho dii d vao bat ci mot
hoan cdnh nao, ciing sai. B3i vi mét hanh vi hai su séng
mAu thuln véi muc dich 12 bdo ton su séng. Hoic, néu chi
c6 duding thing méi 1 con dudng gin nhit dé 6i muc tiéu,
thi chi c6 mo6t phuong phdp dua trén 1y tinh mdi 132 mot
phuong phdp ding nhit. Hi€u nhu vay, 1y tri ¢ tinh cdch
ép budc. Bdi 1€ ching ta khong dugc phép chon lua, ciling
khong dugc cdi d6i. Ly tinh tw né di vuot khdi cdc diéu
kién clia khong gian va thdi gian. Ly khoa hay 1y tinh khoa
hoc 12 m6t 1y tinh x4y dung trén sy phdn do4n tinh todn vé
phuong thé, t6c d0, quing cdch, hiéu qua, vin van cla
phudng phdp ma ching 4p dung cho mot muc dich ndo dé.
Ly khoa do d6 chi 4p dung vao trong cong viéc gidi quyét
van nan ky khoa v6i mdt muc tiéu rd rang: 1am thé€ nao dé
dat tdi dugc muc dich mot cidch nhanh chéng nhit, ti€t
kiém nh4t, va dugc Igi nhat.%°

Thit hai, phudng phdp phdi ¢6 tinh chit khoa hoc. N6
can phai dugc thi nghiém hay thuc chitng. Hiéu qdia, hau
qud, nhitng vu va khuyé&t di€m ciia né cin phii dwdc cin
nhic. N6i theo Karl Popper, ta can phai ludn Iudn ti€p tuc

60 Ching t6i di phdt trién quan niém vé 1y hgp, Iy tinh va ly khoa
trong: Trin Vin Doan, Reason, Rationality, Reasonableness (New
York-London, 1989).
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phé binh phuong phdp, va cdi ti€n n6.% Noi day, c6 18
chiing ta cAn phdi chii ¥ mot di€m, d6 12 tuy nhin manh t6i
khoa hoc, chiing t6i hiu khoa hoc nhu 12 mdt nén tri thifc
c6 tinh cdch tit y&u va phd quat. Song tAt y&u tinh va phd
quét tinh khong c6 tinh chat tuyét d6i nhu thdy trong todn
hoc. Trong chuong thit tu, chiing t6i di phan biét tinh chat
hay bédn tinh clia khoa hoc ciing nhu nhin manh tGi di biét
giita khoa hoc x4 héi nhan vin va khoa hoc ty nhién. Th&
nén, mot nén tri thitc khoa hoc ma chiing t6i doi héi 1a
khoa hoc nhdn vidn va x3 hoi. P6 12 moét tri thic ¢6 tinh
chit phd bi€n (general) va thi€t y&u (consistent). Thé nén,
phuong phéap ciia Viét i€t khéng mang tinh chit tuyét doi,
va khong th€ doi hdi mot hiéu qua toan ven. N6 chi ¢é thé
gidi quyé&t mot cich quing bic nhitng van dé chung cia
ngudi Viét ma th6i. Chiing t6i cling phdi néi thém noi day,
dé 1a, phuong phdap nay phdi dua trén tudng quan tinh, ma
tuong quan tinh khéng mang tinh chit tuyét doi.

Thtt ba, vi dya trén tuodng quan tinh, phudng phdp phdi
thay ddi tiry theo muc dich (vdn nan), 1di tich chung, va ty
thudc vao cac di€u kién x4 hoi, k§ thudt ciing nhu sy tuong
quan ciia con ngudi. N6i cich khdc, phuong phdp Viét triét
13 mot phuong phdp thuc dung. N6 khong ciing nhic nhu
phuong phép khoa hoc; va nhét 12 né khong ding ngoai thé
sinh nhuw Descartes, Kant... chd truong.

Tir nhitng nhin xét trén, phuong phap Viét tri€t 13 mot
phuong phip t6ng hdp, song bién chitng, tic chon lua theo
tiéu chudn ca Iy hop. Mot phuong phap nhu vay chi cé thé

®! Karl Popper, “The Logic of the Social Sciences,” trong The Positivist
Dispute in German Sociology, sdd., ir. §9-90.

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Kha Thé cta Mot Nén Viét Triét



Tran Vin Poan 363

c6, va dudc thuc chiing trong twong quan tinh clia con ngudi
Viét. Hiéu ning ctia né dudc thdy trong cudc song thudng
nhat cia ho.

4.2. Trdc Nghig¢m

Hiéu ning cla phuong phdp dudc bi€t qua nhitng tric
nghi€m. Khi chiing ta 4p dung phuong phap vao trong céng
viéc gidi quy&t nhitng vAn nan clia xa hdi Viét, dé 1a mot
cudc tric nghiém 1au dai, lién tuc. Chi khi ndo, qua nhitng
thi nghiém nhu vay vao trong cdc x& hdi, hay lich sif khdc
nhau, ta thiy ring nhitng vdn nan tudng tv dudc gidi quyét
mot cach thda ding, lic &y phuong phdp dudc 4p dung mdi
c6 thé duge coi nhu 12 mdt phuong phap khoa hoc. Chiing
ta 1dy thi du bao luc dé xéc ching xem né cé thé 13 mot
phuong phip khoa hoc hay khong. Khi 4p dung bao lyc dé
gidi quyét nhitng tranh chdp giifa con ngudi trong mot xa
hdi, ching ta thdy, bao Iuc khong thé gidi quyé€t van dé.
N6 chi d& nén khong 1am cho van d€ xuat hién. Ngudi ta vi
qué sd, nén khong gidm bifu t4, hay 1am diéu ma ho thich.
Tuy nhién, mot khi 4p luc gidm bét, vAn dé s& tdi hién. Va
khi ma 4p luc khong con, vAn nan s& trd lai. Pang khéc, ta
khong thé phd quat héa bao luc. Bao luc c6 thé 4p dung dé
dan 4p, hay tiéu diét d6i tugng (con ngudi, sinh vat, thé
gi6i) trong mdt s& 1anh vire, hodc sinh hoat. Song ta khéng
thé 4p dung bao luc vao trong tinh cdm, hay trong tri thifc
duge. N6 cang khong thé dugc 4p dung mot cdch phd bién
cho tit c& moi d6i tugng, vao bat cit mot thdi dai ndo, hay
tudng quan nao. Thi du nay chitng té 13 bao luc khéng phai
12 mot phuong phdp khoa hoc. Ngugc lai, nhan 4i (Khdng
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Ti) hay kiém 4di (Tudn Ti) hay bdc 4i (Giésu), hay Tir bi
(Thich Ca) c6 thé 4p dung m6t cach phd qudt cho tAt i
nhitng ddi tugng trong x4 hdi con ngudi va & bat ci thoi dai
nao, bit cf noi ndo. Bic 4i khong nhitng gidi quy&t van dé,
ma cdn khi€n vin dé khong tdi hién nita. D6 13 mot 16i
gidi quyét tdn goc r&. Trong mdt mach van nhu vay, chiing
ta phdi di ki€m nhitng phuong th€ tuong ty trong xa hoi
Viét d€ gidi quyé€t nhitng van nan cla con ngudi Viét va xi
hoi Viét. Nhu chiing ta da bi€t, nhitng nguyén 1y (tic) nhu
nghia, nhan, 1&... d& dugc chdp nhan va thuc nghiém trong
x4 hoi Viet.”” Qua bao thé hé, hiéu qué ciia ching di duge
tric nghiém. Va khong ai c6 thé nghi ngd 13 chinh nhitng
daoly nay da gitip xa hoi Viét khong bi tan ra.

Tuy nhién, nhiu ngudi s& dit cAu hdi, d6 12 nhan, 18,
nghia, tri, tin chi 1a nhifng gid tri cda Nho gido, va dudc
ngudi Viét chdp nhdn (hay bi gidi thong tri ép budc chiing

%2 Cy thé, ngudi Viét 14y nhitng gid tri cha nhan 13, nghia, tr, tin d&
x4y dung, bdo v&, va phdt tri€n x4 hoi Viét. Nhitng phuong chdm nhu
“Tién hoc 1&, hau hoc vin,” hay ca dao tuc ngit nhw “Cong cha nhuw nii
Théi son, nghia me nhw nudc trong ngudn chdy ra,” hay “Khéng thiy
d6 may lam lén,” hay nhitng 16i di€n 3 ca tung ‘nghia s§,” ‘nhan ti,’
‘tai cao tri rOng,” van van, 14t cd néi 1én sy kién ngudi Viét ching ta ¢6
bdn tinh va luin 1§ tng hop, va bién chitng. P6 1a 16i suy ar theo 1y
hop, bi€t chon lira di€u chi phit hgp, d€ rdi thing héa né hiu nhim gidi
quy&t vdn nan, hay bdo t6n th€ sinh clia ho. Chinh vi viy ma ngudi
Viét khdng coi nhitng ludt dao dic cda Nho, Pao, Phit va Kitd gido
nh nhitng nén Iuin 1y ngoai lai.

Vigt Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Kha Thé clia M6t Nén Viét Triét



Trdn Vin Poan 365

ta chdp nhan).” Ho ¢6 1y khi dit ra cdu hdi nhu vay. Song,
néu chiing ta dit trong tAm vao mot cAu hdi khéic, d6 12 tai
sao ngay cd khi khong bi 4p luc, hodc da hét dp luc, ngudi
Viét chiing ta khong nhitng vin chip nhin, ma con ning
ching 1&n hang dao ditc? Khi suy tw vé cau hdi nay, ching
t61 nhin ra 12 ngudi Viét khong suy tw mét cach bén vi hay
v hé, song mot cach téng hgp va bién chitng. P6i véi ho,
bdt cit mot phudng th€ ndo, néu cb thé gidi quyét duge
nhitng v&n nan cin ban, déu dugc chap nhin. Chinh vi viy,
ma ching ta c6 thé cd quyét 13, trong 16i suy tuw Viét,
phuong th€ hay ding nhit vin 1 phuong thé téng hop mot
cdch bién ching dugc hudng din bdi tinh chat thuc dung.
D€ gidi quy€t nhitng van dé hitu thé, ngudi Viét tdng hap
cac phuong thé khic nhau ctia Pao (v6 vi), Phat (tinh dd).
D€ gidi quy&t nhitng van nan xa hoi, ho lai téng hdp céc
phuong th€ ciia Khong gido (nhin, nghia, 1€, tri, tin) vdi tit
bi (Phit gido) va bdc 4i (Kitd gido). PE phat trién tri thifc,
ho dé dang hoc héi cdc phudng th€ cia nén khoa hoc cia
Tiy phudng va tdng hgp véi truyén théng thuc dung cla
ho. D€ chi€n dau, ho 4p dung t4t ci céc chién lugc tit TAu
tGi Tay, tir Nga t6i M§. N6i tém lai, phuong thé chinh cia
ngudi Viét 1a mot sy khong ngirng téng hdp mot cich bién
chirng tdt cd moi phuong phép khdc biét d€ ddi phé véi
nhiing muc tiéu da, dang va s& xuét hién. P4y ciing 13 mot
trong nhitng 1y do khién chiing t6i nhan dinh Viét tri€t nhu
12 mo6t nén tri€t hoc xay dung trén nguyén Iy thirc dung.

® Chiing t6i s& ban v& vAn d& nay mot cdch thiu triét hon trong Viér
Triét Ludgn Tdp, Ha Tap, truy nguyén ngudn goc cling nhu sir didn bién
va phdt trién ctia Viét Nho, va tif Vidt nho sang Viét triét.
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4.3, Phé Bién Hoa Phuong Thé - Nguyén Ly va Nguyén
Tic

Nhur chiing ta thdy, bao luc khéng thé phd qudt héa. N6
ciing khong thé ty tuyét d6i héa. Va nhdt 1a nd khong c6
tinh chat t4t y&u mot cach tuyét d8i. Ching ta khong nhat
thi€t diing bao luc d€ gidi quyé&t van dé, va bao luc cang
khong nhét thi€t c6 thé gidi quyét khé khin ciia con ngudi.
Ngugc lai nhin 4i khong nhitng dugc phd bién héa, ma con
la phuong cham, céch th€ va ciing 12 muc dich ma con
ngudi mudn dat t61, hoc hdi va dp dung. Bdi 1€, qua cic thi
nghiém, nhin 4i gidi quy&t vin dé modt cach quang bic. N6
mang tinh chit tdt y€u trong twong giao clia con ngudi.
Khéng c6 nhan 4i, moi twdng giao nay s& tan va.

Vay thi ching ta cé thé néi, nhan 4i lAmot phuong the
phd bién va thi€t yéu. Khi phan tich nhitng phuong thé c6
tinh chdt phS bién va thi€t yéu nhu nhin 4i, ching ta dé
dang nhan ra 13 mot phuong th€ nhu vy khong chi ¢6 tinh
chat cong (dung) cu (instrumentality). Quan trong hon, né
ciing chinh 13 mot muc dich. N6i mot céch cu thé hon, bao
luc c6 thé 13 mot cong cu, song khong bao gid 12 modt muc
dich clia con ngudi. Ngirge lai, nhan 4i 12 mot phudng thé,
song dong thoi cling 12 muc dich clia nhdn sinh. Chinh vi
th€ ma ching ta cé thé néi, chi khi nio mét phuong thé ma
ddng thdi ciing 12 muc dich, thi phuong thé d6 méi c6 thé
dudc goi 1a nguyén 1y va nguyén tic. NEu nhdn 1a nguyén
1y (tic cai dao), thl nhén di chinh 13 nguyén tic (tic nhan
dao); néu nhdn va thién 12 nguyén 1y (thién dao), thi nhdn
1&, nhan nghia, thién ménh, thién phi, thién bam, thién

Viet Triét Ludn Tap 1
Kh3 Thé clia M6t Nén Viét Triét



Tridn Vin Poan 367

tai... 12 nhitng nguyén tic d€ phdn dodn con ngudi (thién
1y). N&u thién, nhdn va dia 1a nguyén ly (dao uyén
nguyén), thi cic phép tic trong viéc ddi xW, twong quan
gilta con ngudi vdi nhau, gilfa con ngudi va trdi, dat, giita
trdi va dat, giita ngudi va vat, tit cd déu c6 tinh chat clia
nguyén tic, tc dao ly cdch chung, bao gdm c3 vat dao.
Hi€u nhu vy, nguyén ly cla Viét tri€t ma ching ta phai
khdm phd 13 nhitng nguyén 1y gi? Nguyén tic cla thé sinh
Viét 1a nhitng nguyén tic gi? Ching cfu tao nhu sao? Pay
chic hin 1a nhitng luidn dé ma khi nghién citu Viét triét,
chiing ta bdt budc phii dé y t6i.

Trong chuong thi tw, khi ban vé& bdn chit va dic tinh
cia Viét triét, ching t6i da néi vé siéu viét tinh. Trong
phén trén, ching t6i cing nhdn manh t6i tuwong quan tinh va
tong hop tinh. Chiing tdi thi&t nghi, phuong phap chinh ma
ngudi Viét 4p dung chinh 13 t6ng hop, bién ching va tuong
quan. Va ciing chinh nhitng phuong phdp nay da dudc Viét
tri€t dua 1én hang nguyén 1y: nguyén 1y tam tai néi 1én
twong quan tinh, si€u viét tinh va téng hop tinh. Nguyén ly
tam tai cling 12 muc dich ma con ngudi Viét theo dudi:
thién nhan hop nhi't, nhan sao vat vay. VA ciing trong mot
mach van nhu vy, ching ta ¢6 thé xdc quyét, nguyén tic
(t¥c dao 1y) duge xay dung trén nhitng mdi tuong giao giita
con ngudi, gilta con ngudi véi tr¥i va dit, va giita con
ngudi véi van vat.

TAM KET
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Nhu di trinh bay, vdn dé ma ching t6i dit ra khong chi
nhim xdc dinh sy hién hitu cia mdt nén Viét tri€t, ma con
dién td ndi wu tw vé tuong lai cia né. Nhitng suy tu ma
ching t6i dwa ra nhim minh bién hai ciu hdi “c6 mot nén
Viét tri€t hay khong,” va “Viét triét di vé& dau?” chic hin
chua c6 thé thda man ddc gia, nhat 1a nhitng vi theo thuyét
hoai nghi cuc doan. P& tam k&t phan thdo ludn nay, chiing
t6i 14p lai ludn dé vé twong lai Viét tri€t da tirng thdo ludn
trong doan trén nhu sau: Viét triét chi c6 thé tdn tai, c6 chd
ding va phat trién dugc néu né phét sinh trong cong thé, tr
cong tinh, vi cong 1¢i ctia dan Viét. N6i cdch khac, chi khi
Viét triét c6 thé dai bi€u cho Viét dan, biéu hién Viét linh
lic bay gi¥ né méi c6 chd ditng trong 1dong din tdc. Song
dé€ dai biéu, d€ c6 th€ 1a cot 16i clia vin héa Viét, Vit
tri€t phai tim ra nhitng vAn nan chung ctia din tdc, ciia con
ngudi Viét, clia di't nudc Viét trong th€ gidi hién tai va
tuong lai. Va quan trong hon cd, Viét tri€t phdi truy nguyén
van nan, va phdt hién nhitng gidi ddp c6 tinh cdch nguyén
1y. Chinh nhitng nguyén 1y nay mdi la cdn ban si€u hinh
ma chiing ta dura trén né dé€ phét trién tri thitc, k§ khoa va
cdc cach biéu t3... hiu c6 thé gidi quyé&t vAn nan mot cich
hgp 1y va hiéu qua hon.

Nhu di trinh bay nhitng suy tu trén qua cdc tiéu luin
trong Viét Triét Ludn Tdp, va i ric d6 day, ching toi xin
dugc mién 1ap lai noi diy. Piém ma ching t6i mudn nhén
manh 13, mot 16i suy t nhu vy khong chi 1a mot 161 suy tu
cla vin hdéa Tdy phuong, ma cla nhdn loai. Nhitng bic
tién nhin cha Viét toc cling di suy tu nhu thé, va cling
theo mot ludn 1y tuong ty, tuy ring luidn 1y cia cdc ngai
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con qud thé sd trén binh dién ky thult. Song tuy thd sd,
ching ta khéng c6 quyén, cang khéng c6 1y do phi nhin
tri€t 1y sdng, tri€t Iy d4'u tranh, tri€t Iy hudng thu (nhan) tic
thAm m§ hoc clia ho, ciing nhu tri€t 1§ vé mat thé... cla
cha 6ng ching ta.%* Lsi tri€t 1y nhu viy da déng gép thanh
nhitng phin cin ban nhdt cho Viét tri€t. Pang khic, phi
nhan nén Viét tri€t nay, khong chi phi nhin thé sinh Viét,
Viét 1y ma con phi nhidn cd Viét linh. M6t sy phd nhin
Viét linh s& din t6i cdi tai nan khing khi€p nhat cda dan
tdc: mat gdc, hu vo, vo thic, tuyét vong... nhitng vadn nan
ma ching t6i da phéan tich trong cdc doan trén. Ngoai ra,
nhitng ban con hd nghi vé Viét tri€t s& cdm thdy khé khin
khéng thé gidi thich dugc sy kién la lang ciia mot dan tdc,
nhat 13 mot din téc bi ngoai bang xdm ling hang ngan
nam lién tuc: 1am sao din toc nay cé thé ton tai, va van
ti€p tuc phat trién? Chic hin khong phai vi thé x4c to 16n,
uy luc cia hgfs song bdi vi ho c6 mot cong tinh, cdng thiic,
cong th€ va mot § chi chung bdo vé cdi cong tinh va cdi
cong thé chia ho.%° Cong tinh clia ngudi Viét d6 chinh 1a

 Tran Vin Poan, “Mat Th€ Luin trong Ca Dao Tuc Ngit.” Bai thuyét
trinh tai Khéa Hdi Thdo th hai clia Vién Triét Hoc va Toén Gido Viét
Nam (Washington D.C., 8. 1999).

% Theo lich sk ti€n héa, cdc sinh vat to 16n di tuyét chiing. Tuong ti,
nhitng d& qudc vi dai nhu d€ quéc La M4, Babylon, Mdng C8, va gan
day, cdc d€ qudc Phip, Anh, Ko-Hung, Nga cling d3 sup d8. Su kién tu
nhién v lich stt nay phd dinh 1y thuyé&t cho ring cang 16n rong thi cing
an toan, va di nhién 13 cing d& t3n sinh.

% Trong lich si nhan loai, ¢6 1& chi c6 3 dén toc ludn giit dudc cdi cong
tinh cda ho, d6 1a Trung Hoa, Viét Nam va Do Thdi. Thit ra Viét Nam
va Do Théi c6 mdt ¥ chi manh mé hon Trung Hoa rit nhiéu. Hai din
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Viét tinh; cdng thic clia chiing ta d6 12 Viét hon; trong khi
¥ chi chung cida ta d6 1a Viét linh; va xa hdi Viét, gia dinh
Viét chinh 12 Viét thé. T4t ci cdu tao thanh cdi ma ching
t6i goi 1a Viét tri€t va Viét dao vay.

Thé nén, twdng lai ciia Viét tri€t c6 thé duge ddnh gid t
hai khia canh. Trong khia canh thit nhat, Viét tri€t phai
phat hién va bio ton cong tinh, tic cdi hén, céi tinh than
ctia minh. P& bdo ton, gidi tri thitc Viét bit budc phdi dao
bdi ngudn gdc, truyén thdng, cling nhu nhitng tu tudng cla
tién nhan d€ tim ra tinh hoa, ciing nhu cdi hén, cdi ly cda
Viét toc. Pang khéc, d€ bdo tdn, chiing ta phdi thing héa
Viét hon, Viét linh bing cach lam né song dong va phdt
huy c6ng ning cda minh. Chinh vi vdy, ching ta cang phdi
chd t6i khia canh thif hai cia Viét tri€t, d6 1a cong viéc di
tim vin nan chung, va giai ddp chung cho ching. Sy tdn tai
clia din toc, cling nhu sy phat trién cla dat nudc ndm trong
sy viéc ching ta nhan ra khé khiin va gidi quy€t nhitng khé
khin nay: d6 14 nhitng vdn nan sinh ton (vAn nan kinh t€&,
hitu thé, ¥ thic, hir v6), nhitng khé khin lam ngin chin
phét trién (vdn nan ¥ thic, tri thitc, k§ khoa, sdng tao), va
nhitng tr§ ngai lam tan v3 hay bép méo cdng tinh, cong thé
(vdn nan ngdn ngiY, tim 1y, ludn 1y, phong tuc, cdu thong).

toc nidy c6 mét lich sit théng khd gian nan, bi xAm ling, bi luu lac cd
ngin nim, song vin khong ddnh mi't cdi hdn, cd tinh va ngdn ngit cia
minh. P&i v6i ngudi Do Thdi, chinh cdi dao (tri€t 1y va téng gido) d
gitip ho can trudng. VAy thi, ching ta cling ¢ thé néi, ngudi Viét can
trudng bdo tdn dat nudc chinh nhd Viét dao (ttc Viét tri€t va tong gido
Viet)
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Chi mét khi ma ca hai khia canh trén dugc chd ¥, va
dudc nghién cifu ciing nhu tric nghiém, lic bdy gid chiing
ta méi vitng tAm vao sy hién hitu ciing nhy tin tudng vao
tuong lai Viét triét.

Pao Vién, Tét Canh Thin 2000.
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